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Where Are Jesus Disciples?

When Jesus gave His disciplesthe
Great Commission, He commanded
them to continue His work by saying:

“ All authority hasbeengiventoMe
in heaven and on earth. Go there-
fore and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing theminto the name
of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to ob-
serve all that | commanded you;
and behold, | am with you always,
even to the end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:18b—20)

Onanother occasion, Hetold them:

“Go into all theworld and preach
the gospel to all creation. He who

has believed and has been baptized
shall be saved; but hewho hasdis-
believed shall be condemned.”
(Mark 16:15b-16)

These are not two variant accounts
of the same event. Jesus issued the first
statement, the Great Commission, onthe
side of amountain somewhere along the
western shore of the Sea of Galilee. By
contrast, He made the second statement,
reported by Mark, just before His ascen-
sionfromtheMount of Olivestotheeast
of Jerusalem.

The distinction between the two
commands s crucial. While the Church
has managed to “ preach the gospel” and
thus accomplish the task Jesus ordered

The Mystery of Scripture

become |lost information.

Apocalyptic Beliefs
and the End of ThisAge

Toward theend of the Intertestamental Period, from about 200 B.C.t0 A.D.
70, many Jews readily acknowledged that the Old Testament contained a hidden
message. They also actively sought insight into what they realized had long since

These Jews viewed the events that shaped their world as ushering in the
timeforetold by the Prophetswhen God would restore the Kingdom of |srael and
the Messiah would judge the Gentiles. This era produced the distinctive Jewish
apocalyptic literature as well as the Dead Sea Scrolls—a body of literature that
purportsto unlock The Mystery of Scriptureand reveal itsmeaning to the* faithful
ones’ who awaited the Messiah' s arrival.

See Mystery of Scripture on Page 11

asrelated by Mark, it has failed misera-
bly in accomplishing the Great
Commission. To understand how, one
must first understand what Jesus said.

The Great Commission contains
two key terms, without which one can-
not fully appreciate how far short the
Church hasfaleninitsfulfillment of its
charter. Those two terms—disciplesand
teaching—speak volumes to anyone
whowould dareto questiontheChurch’s
unfounded assumption that all is well.
These terms describe how Jesus Christ
expected the Church to perpetuate the
message He proclaimed.

Jesus intended that a qualified
“Teacher” should “make disciples’ and
“teach” them The Teaching He had
taught His Own “disciples.” These new
disciples were then expected to eagerly
study His Teaching until they werequal-
ified to teach it to other disciples.

Jesus desired the Church to be an
unbroken chain of Teachers and disci-
plesstretching al theway from HisOwn
day until the time of His Return. But it
hasn’'t happened that way.

Don’t bedeceived. If thehistory of
the Church reveals nothing else, it
clearly stands as mute testimony to the
fact that The Teaching of Jesus was lost
somewhere along the way. If not, why
wasit necessary for Martin Luther tore-
cover and publish the most basic of all
doctrines—Salvation by Faith—thusin-
citing the Protestant Reformation? (See
“TheAuthority of Scripture,” TheVoice
of Elijah, January 1991.)

See Disciples? on Page 4
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* Parables and Prophecy It has been my distinct pleasureto serve
° The Forecast fo the (7o) ® asManaging Editor of this unique newsletter
° Questions & Answers during the publication of itsfirst threeissues.

After over ten years with The Elijah Project,
I’'m still amazed when some new part of the Old Testament message comesinto fo-

cus. | should beusedtoit by now. I’ ve seen it happen over and over again theselast
few years. And now you, the Charter Subscribersto TheVoiceof Elijah, havebeen
witnesses to one such event.

Y ou have seen TheElijah Project ventureinto compl etely uncharted watersin

an effort to share with others the exciting things we believe God is about in these

Published Quarterly Last Days. We have lauched this newsletter to convey to you our interpretation of

by Voice of Elijah, Inc. those Scriptures most necessary for you to understand when, almost overnight, to-
day’sbiblical prophecy becomes tomorrow’ s fast-breaking news events.

M. H. Clay, Thisis, for all of ushere, astep of faith. Butitisalso alabor of love. Wehave,

Executive Editor inthe past, seen detailed interpretations of some of Jesus' parablesliterally fall into

placebefore our eyes. It happened each time The Elijah Project cameto understand

Sara Brooks, some new facet of theintricately detailed message concerning Jesus Christ that lies

Editor hiddenin the Old Testament Scriptures. That messagerevolvesaround phraseslike
Volumme 2 “the House of I_srael ,” “the Name of the Lord,” “the Seed of Da\{iq,” “the Root of
Number 2 Jesse,” and various ot_her (_)f the Prophet_s’ parabolic images and idioms that Jesus
April 1991 used again and again in His Own Teaching.
In the“Parables and Prophecy” column of thisissue, we have put together for
All correspondence should be you yet another example of how the Prophets used parabolic imagery to explain Je-
addressed to: sus' purpose here on Earth. | believe you will find the explanation well worth extra
study. But what wecall “ The Teaching” has served to explain for me much morethan
Voice of Elijah just theparablesof Jesus. It hasalsoincreased my understanding of parabolicimages
P.O. Box 28201 found throughout the Scriptures. That’swhy I’'m so eager to shareit with you.

Dallas, TX 75228 If you will take the time to fully understand the few simple principles on

o which the Scriptural interpretation of The Elijah Project is based, you too will see
Subscription rates: Scripture come alive in ways you would not have thought possible before. While
(1 year, U.S. Funds) you are not expected to decipher thewords of the Prophets, you can readily see how

US.  $18.00 ; o .
Canada $22.00 they used theimagery and idiomsof ancient culturesto weavethe marvel oustapes-

Abroad  $42.00 try of God's message they concealed in their prophecies. Y our anticipation of fur-

ther insight cannot help but increase when you realizethat, in their use of parabolic

Articles published by permission of imagery and Hebrew idioms, the Prophets were making specific, detailed state-
The Elijah Project. ments concerning God' s plan of salvation in the Person of Jesus Christ.

Over the years | have scrutinized The Teaching continually, searching for

Except when otherwise noted, somereason to say “itisn't so.” | have found none. But | have also cometo under-

Scripture taken from the stand thereisno possibleway The Elijah Project could haveferreted out thesimple,

NEW AMERICAN STANDARD
BIBLE,
© 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971,

yet marvelously woven, message of the Old Testament wereit notin God' splan. It
justisn’t possible. Scholarshavetried for centuriesand failed. But asLarry Harper,

1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988. the head of The Elijah Project, has continually asserted, and as| believe, thisisthat

The Lockman Foundation. towhich God hascalled him, and God hasprovided theenabling. If such bethecase,

Used by permission. thisnewsletter iscertainly apart of God’ swork intheseLast Days. All themorerea-
son for meto be zealousin my commitment and dedication to this, our labor on be-

Bolded Scripture reflects the half of you, the Elect of God.

emphasis of the author. Inthenext issuewe plantoinclude, for thefirst time, a“ L ettersto the Editor”
column to respond to letters we have received from you, our subscribers. In subse-

Copyright © 1991, 2008 quent issueswewill try to answer your lettersin this column. Wewould like you to
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make this your newsletter as much as possible. | trust you
will feel free to question the statements we make in these
pagesand communicatewith us concerning thosethingsyou
find to be most helpful, most confusing, most interesting,
most controversia, etc.

Take just a moment now, if you will, to contemplate
what | consider to beavalidation of our work. | havelisted be-
low the quotes from the October and January issuesthat | be-
lieve serveto confirm thefindings of The Elijah Project. These
statements forecasted the events of the Gulf War that have oc-
curredjust asour understanding of Scripture had indicated they
would. Most of you, as Charter Subscribers, were able to read
about those events before the Gulf War even began.

In my interview with Larry for “Questions & An-
swers’ inthisissue, he talked about his distress concerning
two other specific statements he made in those first two is-
sues. He also expressed to me his dissatisfaction with the
way he presented his interpretation of the Scriptura pas-
sages. For example, in one article he stated that Saddam
Hussein would die “during the conflict” when the text does
not necessarily demand that. He now realizes that “ because
of” would have been amore precise statement. But his con-
cernsare, for themost part, just amatter of phrasing. In point
of fact, the conflict is not even over, athough the coalition
has unilaterally ceased hostilities.

Inthosefirst twoissues, wetried to show you how God
spoketo the Prophets | saiah and Jeremiah long ago to estab-
lish for these Last Days a parabolic imagein the recent de-
struction of Irag and the coming death of Saddam Hussein,
animage Heintends to use to speak to the Elect of God. To
dramatically demonstrate that fact, we informed you of the
eventsbeforethey occurred. Eventoday, the benefit of hind-
sight has not changed the basic thrust of our essential mes-
sage. It does little more than say we should have changed a
few statements. To my mind, we have, to this point, accom-
plished exactly what we set out to accomplish.

Takealook at the following quotes from the first two
issues. | consider themto begraphicillustrationthat TheEli-
jah Project’s detailed understanding of the Old Testament
message provides an even greater understanding of how
GodisworkingintheseLast Days. Keepinmindthefact that
the statements from the October 1990 issue were written
sometime last August or early September. They were based
solely onour interpretation of the Old Testament text and on
the greater understanding that God intends to use the de-
struction of Iraq as aparabolic image in these Last Days:

“Will Saddam Hussein back down or will there be war?
There will be war. Moreover, the entire palitical, economic,
military and technological infrastructureof Irag aregoing to
be completely devastated by a massive military bombard-
ment...” (October 1990, p. 5)

“We are headed into the most incredibly violent war the

world has ever seen.” (January 1991, p. 14)

“Wearegoing to seeitin our own homes, on our own televi-
sion sets.” (October 1990, p. 1)

“His[Hussein's] mistake? He hasthreatened military action
against thenation of Israel and, inthe foreknowl edge of God,
will carry out those threats.” (October 1990, p. 12)

“ God' s vengeance requiresthe destruction of Iraq because of
itsattack onthemodernnation of Israel.” (October 1990, p. 4)

“When that coalition finally engages in full-scale assault
against Irag, the majority of its strength will be supplied by
those nations located to the ‘north’ of Iraq (latitudinally)
—the United States, Great Britain, and France.” (October
1990, p. 5)

This attack will be the result “ of yet another specific United
Nations' resolution authorizing military forceagainst Irag.”
(October 1990, p. 4)

“ Thedestruction of Iraqwill be unimaginable even by modern
standards, with entireareasdestoyed by fire.” (October 1990,

p. 4)

“Whatever the devastation [of Iraq] provesto be, it will be
tremendous.” (October 1990, p., 6)

“The disruption of Iragi communications ... the Iragis are
reduced to sending messengers because communications
can’t get through any other way.” (January 1991, p. 14)

“Thelragi military establishment will be reduced to nothing
mor e than confused, isolated groups of individual stoo afraid
to come out of their bunkers.” (October 1990, p. 4)

“ Thecasualtiesonthelraqi sidemost likelywill runwell into
the hundreds of thousands.” (October 1990, p. 6)

“ The burden created on neighboring countries[fromthe es-
caping refugees] may well destabilize the entire region and
create problems for yearsto come.” (October 1990, p. 5)

“Irag will be made to relinquish control of Kuwait.”
(October 1990, p. 4)

“Having endured the most massive airstrikes the world has
known since the blitzkriegs of World War I1, the Iraqi people
will beforced to watch whiletheir reparations help rebuild Ku-
waitandtheir own countryliesinrubble.” (October 1990, p. 7)

“ This awesome tragedy could have been avoided but for this
one man’ sfailureto acknowledge a fatal miscal culation and
back away from hisarrogance when confronted by therest of
theworld.” (October 1990, p. 3)

| believe the statements speak for themselves. Let me know

what you think. W
/2 > A Cﬁ7
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Disciples?
From page 1
The Rabbi

Theauthorsof thefour Gospelscon-
firmthat Jesuswaswidely recognized asa
“Rabbi.” Those who addressed Him as
such were varied: His disciples (Jn. 4:31;
6:25; 9:2; 11:8); Peter (Mk. 9:5; 11:21);
Nathanael (Jn. 1:49); Mary (In. 20:16); the
disciples of John (Jn. 1:38; 3:26); and Ju-
das (Matt. 26:25, 49; MKk. 14:45).

If you add to that number thosewho
reportedly used the Greek term for Rabbi
instead of the Hebrew term, the scribesand
Pharisees, tax-gatherers and other mem-
bers of the public at large aso recognized
Jesus as a Rabbi (Matt. 8:19; 9:11; MKk.
10:17,12:14; Lk. 3:12). Even Nicodemus,
who was aRabbi himself, addressed Jesus
as “Rabbi” on one occasion (Jn. 3:2). But
what exactly doesthat titletell usabout Je-
sus' commission to the Apostles?

Rabbi is a Hebrew/Aramaic term
which generally means “teacher,” as
John statesin his Gospel (Jn. 1:38). But
toleaveit at that would be misleading. A
“Rabbi” was not ateacher in the modern
sense of the word. The Rabbi sought to
recreate himself in each of his “learn-
ers’—whichisthe actual meaning of the
term disciple.

Disciplesfollowed their Rabbi for
the specific purpose of learning his
teaching. But they also sought to “imi-
tate” (another key term) the lifestyle of
the Rabbi under whom they studied. As
Jesus said, the highest aspiration of the
disciple was to become like his teacher:

“A disciple is not above his
teacher, nor a slave above hismas-
ter. It is enough for the disciple
that he become like his teacher,
and the slave like his master.”
(Matthew 10:24-25a)

“A disciple is not above his
teacher; but everyone, after hehas
been fully trained, will be like his
teacher.”

(Luke 6:40-41)

The teacher/disciple relationship
that provided the basis for the practices
of the Jewish Rabbisof Jesus' timeactu-
ally originated with the philosophers of
ancient Greece. Homer was considered
by the Greek philosophers to be the
“teacher of all Greece.” Socrates, who
came many centuries later, was called
Homer’'s greatest “disciple,” revealing
that one need not learn directly from the
teacher to become his disciple.

Socrates, however, disdained the
application of the terms “teacher” and
“disciple” totherelationship hehad with
hisown students. Herefused to apply the
term “teaching” to his own dogma, al-
though others did so because they could
not accurately determine what he was
about.

Socrates sought to institute a new
order. He desired to develop in his stu-
dentsacommitment to the subject taught
without the corresponding commitment
to himself as their teacher. His methods

“By the time of
Christ, the
teacher/disciple
relationship was a
well-established part
of Judaism.”

were ultimately to survive as the basis
for the modern teacher/pupil relation-
ship. But they havelittleincommonwith
the normal teacher/disciple relationship
of that time.

As you can see from Socrates
aversion to thelabel, the ancient teacher
wasmorethan asource of knowledge, he
wasalsoamodel after whomthedisciple
patterned hislife. And although Socrates
found in Plato and Aristotle some rather
famous advocates of his new practice,
the older teacher/disciple relationship
continued unabated in many circles in
ancient Greece.

Sometime before the birth of Jesus,
the Jewish Pharisees adopted the older
Greek relationship of the teacher/disciple
as a way to defend the Jewish religion

against the encroachment of secular Greek
philosophy. It was a “fight-fire-with-fire”
tactic. They adopted the practice of the
very philosophers whose teaching they
feared. The result was, by the time of
Chrigt, the teacher/disciple relationship
was awell-established part of Judaism.

The “scribes” mentioned in the
New Testament Gospels were the Rab-
bis, drawing their disciples from the
larger group, the Pharisees. But the
scribes and Pharisees considered them-
selves to be disciples of Moses, whose
Teaching they claimed to be perpetuat-
ing. As they said to the blind man who
had been healed by Jesus,

“You are His disciple; but we are
disciples of Moses.”
(John 9:28b)

Eventually, the teaching of the
Jewish Rabbis came to be written down
in the Jewish Rabbinic literature—the
Mishnah, the Tosephta, the Talmud, and
the midrashim. Together, these writings
form the basis for modern Judaism.

Many in Christianity today are en-
amored by what they findin Rabbiniclit-
erature; and they borrow from it just
because of its Jewishness. They are ap-
parently unaware that Judaism is at its
very core still the religion Jesus vehe-
mently attacked for its legalistic
adheranceto false doctrine. He saw in it
aclear-cut case of the blind leading the
blind (Matt. 15:14). It was—and till
is—areligion based on the “ precepts of
men” as Jesus told the Pharisees when
they challenged His Teaching:

“You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah
prophesy of you, saying, ‘ THISPEO-
PLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS,
BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY
FROM ME. BUT IN VAIN DO THEY
WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS THEIR
DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF
MEN."”

(Matthew 15:7-9)

In stark contrast to the Jewish Rab-
bis, who emphasized a strict adherence
to a misinterpretation of Moses, Jesus
taught a new Teaching, a Teaching un-
like anything the scribes taught:
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When Jesus had finished these
wor ds, the multitudeswer e amazed
at Histeaching; for He was teach-
ing them as {one} having author-
ity and not as their scribes.
(Matthew 7:28b-29)

And they were all amazed, so that
they debated among themselves,
saying, “What is this? A new
teaching with authority!”

(Mark 1:27a)

The Teaching

Unfortunately, Christian theology
is no longer based on The Teaching of
Jesus. It is based, in the main, on the
Epistles of Paul and, to a lesser degree,
on the other New Testament writings. It
finds little to anchor it in the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures.

Many theologians who are intel-
lectually honest enough to acknowledge
these self-evident facts even speak of
what appears to them to be a basic con-

tradiction between The Teaching of Paul
and that of Jesus, as though Paul sought
toestablish hisownreligion. Otherscon-

“Jesus was widely
recognized as a
‘Rabbi."”

trast the two Testaments, claiming the
Old Testament pertains to the age of
“law” and the New Testament to that of
“grace,” thereby diminishing the need
for Christianstofully understand theOld
Testament message. But they do that
only because they don’'t understand the
prophetic message from which Jesus
drew His parables.

For whatever reason, modern
Christianity does not view the parables
found in the Gospels as a repository of
The Teaching of Jesus. They seeinstead
a compendium of pithy sayings from
whichto extract moral lessons. Hispara-
bles have become, to many a pulpit pio-
neer, nothing more than a convenient

Parables and Prophecy

on the Earth.

branches.”
(Matthew 13:31-33)

Thelmage of theKingasaTree

In His parables, Jesus continually used the parabolic images and Hebrew
idioms He found in the prophetic message of the Old Testament—a message
hidden therein thewisdom of God to be used for His Own purposesin HisOwn
goodtime. It isadetailed message concerning the mission of the Messiah here

Y et Jesus seldom mentioned the source of His parabolic Teaching. Thus
the link between His parables and The Mystery of the Old Testament message
has remained deliberately obscure. On one occasion, however, Jesus alluded to
the specific prophetic text He had in mind:

He presented another parableto them, saying, “ The kingdom of heavenis
like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field; and it is
smaller thanall seeds; but whenitisfull grown, itislarger thanthegarden
plants, and becomes a tree so that the birds of the air come and nest inits

At this point we should set forth an axiom that holdstrue for all the para-
blesof Jesus: Any timeHementionsthe* Kingdom of Heaven” or the*Kingdom

See Parables/Prophecy on Page 19

dropping off point from which to break
new mora ground. Nothing could be
further from the Truth.

The parables of Jesus are the very
heart of His Teaching—The Teaching
He taught His disciplesand commanded
them to hand down to others. Matthew
and Mark both state clearly that Jesus
taught multitudes throughout the length
and breadth of the land of Palestine.
They agreethat he spoke openly to these
people—openly, but in parables (Matt.
13:34; Mk. 4:33-34).

The Gospel writersaso tell usthat
Jesus’ parables needed further explana
tion, and that He provided that explana-
tion only to His disciples (Matt. 13:36;
Mk. 4:34). | have discussed theimplica-
tions of that fact elsewhere. (See “ Jesus
Talks About the Mystery,” The Voice of
Elijah, January 1991.)

In conspicuous contrast to the ne-
glect they receivetoday, however, Jesus
considered His parablesto beaveritable
treasure trove of information. After
completing alengthy explanation of His
parables, Jesus asked His disciples:

“Have you understood all these
things?” They said to Him, “ Yes.”

And He said to them, “ Therefore
every scribewho hasbecomeadis-
ciple of the kingdom of heaven is
like a head of a house who brings
forth out of his treasure things
new and old.”

(Matthew 13:51-52)

The expectation of every Rabbi in
Jesus’ time was that his discipleswould
not only learn what he taught, but that
they would also teachit to othersexactly
as he had taught them. Jesus taught His
followers, however, that they werenot to
follow the pattern set by the scribes. That
is, they were not to seek disciples for
themselves to gratify their own ego:

“The scribes and the Pharisees
have seated themselves in the chair
of Moses; therefore all that they tell
you, do and observe, but do not do
according to their deeds; because
they say, and don’t do. ... But they
do all their deeds to be noticed by
men; for they broaden their phylac-
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teries, andlengthenthetassels. And
they love the place of honor at ban-
quets, and the chief seatsin the syn-
agogues, and respectful greetings
in the market places, and being
called by men, ‘Rabbi.” But don’t
be called Rabbi; for One is your
Teacher, andyou areall brothers.”

(Matthew 23:2-8)

“Paul realized ...
The Teaching would
beirreversibly
contaminated.”

Shortly before He ascended from
the Mount of Olives, Jesus commanded
His disciples to carry on His work by
“preaching the Gospel.” But He had pre-
vioudly outlinedinthe Great Commission
the exact method they were to follow in
handing down His Teaching.

Jesus expected His disciples to
continue the teacher/disciple methodol-
ogy He had used. They were to “make
disciples,” not disciplesof their own, but
disciples for Him—by “preaching the
Gospel.” They were, however, to
“teach” these new disciples the things
He had taught them, so that these new
disciples, in turn, could master His
Teaching and hand it down to others.

TheNew Testament indicatesthat,
at first, the Early Church carried on the
work as Jesus intended. But it also re-
vealsthat the processwasalready in seri-
ous peril even before the Apostles died.

The Revelation

Jesus equipped the Apostles for
thetask ahead of them by supernaturally
revealing the message of the Old Testa
ment to them before He ascended. (See
“Jesus Talks About The Mystery,” The
Voiceof Elijah, January 1991.) Lukere-
lates how Jesus, after His resurrection,
appeared to some of His disciples and:

explained to them the things con-
cerning Himself in all the Scrip-
tures.

(Luke 24:27b)

But the Apostles’ understanding of
the Old Testament message did not come
from this explanation. It was a result of
the fact that, some time later, Jesus:

opened their mind to understand
the Scriptures.
(Luke 24:45b)

After receiving the complement of
the enabling power of the Holy Spirit on
the day of Pentecost, the Apostlesimme-
diately went forth among the people,
teaching the message of the Old Testa-
ment that they clearly understood (Acts
2:14 ff.). This clarity of understanding
stands in direct contrast to the fact that,
before the resurrection:

as yet they did not understand the
Scripture, that He must rise again
fromthe dead.

(John 20:9b)

In the Book of Acts, Luke repeat-
edly emphasized what was for him the
essential ingredient in the life of the
newborn Church. That ingredient was
the Apostles Teaching:

They were continually devoting
themselves to the apostles’ teach-
ing and to fellowship, to the break-
ing of bread and to prayer.

(Acts 2:42)

In these first days of the Church,
the focus of its leaders was clear. They
set out to “make disciples’ and teach.
They were so effective that the Jewish
religious leaders became concerned:

because they were teaching the
people and proclaiming concern-
ing Jesusthe resurrection fromthe
dead. (Acts 4:2b)

So these religious leaders sum-
moned them and:

commanded them not to speak or
teach at all in the name of Jesus.
(Acts 4:18)

But after receiving a direct order
from the messenger of the Lord who re-
leased them from prison, they went back
tothe Templeand“begantoteach” (Acts
5:21).

Luke was careful to distinguish
between “teaching” and “preaching” in
the Book of Acts (Acts 5:42). Both he
and Matthew did so in their Gospels as
well (Matt. 4:23; 9:35; 11:1; Lk. 20:1).
Both of them understood the clear
delineation between the two activities.

Therole of the Teacher inthe Early
Church was intended to continue the
teacher/discipletradition. But The Teach-
ing also provided the platform from
which the Apostles preached the Good
News of savation to make new disciples.
Without The Teaching there could be no
preaching.

The Teaching of the Apostles was
nothing more than a presentation of the
hidden message of the Old Testament.
Their preaching built on that foundation
and included the call to believe the mes-
sage of salvation.

The Church retains in the New
Testament a mere scrap of the original
Teaching that Jesus revealed to His
Apostles. But that message is not fully

“ Jesus had more than
just twelve
disciples.”

understood today. Scholars are at aloss
to adequately explain eventhefew state-
mentsof the Apostlesthat L ukeincluded
in the Book of Acts.

But on the basis of the small shred
of Truth that God ensured would remain
available, preaching of the Gospel has
continued down through the centuries. It
continues still. And God still honorsthe
response of those few who answer the
call to repent with an honest heart, seek-
ing to know the Truth of The Teaching.

The Disciples

Like all Rabbis of Histime, Jesus
gathered around Himself numerous dis-
ciplesto whom Hetaught His Teaching.
But contrary to popular belief, Jesus had
more than just twelve disciples. “The
twelve,” as these select few were often
caled (Matt. 26:14, 20, 47; Mk. 6:7;
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9:35; Lk. 8:1; 9:12), weresimply twelve
of His disciples whom He also selected
to be Apostolos, a Greek term which
means “ one sent” for a specific purpose
(Mk. 3:13-19; Lk. 6:12-16).

Inactual fact, thebiblical text says
that Jesus had “a multitude of disciples’
(Lk. 19:37). Joseph of Arimathea was
His disciple (Jn. 19:38), and possibly
Nicodemus as well (Jn. 3:2; 19:39). It
was from some one hundred and twenty
of these other disciples (whom Peter
cals “the Brethren”) that the leaders of
the Early Church chose an individual to
replace Judas as Apostle after he com-
mitted suicide.

TheEarly Church had many desig-
nations for themselves: “Brethren”
(Acts 1:15), “Believers’ (Acts 5:14),
“Christians” (Acts 11:26), “the Church”
(Acts 8:1) and those “ of the Way” (Acts
9:2), tolist afew. But the most telling of
the lot isthe term “disciples’ (Acts 6:1,
7; 9:10, 25, 26).

The use of this one term removes
any shadow of doubt concerning what
the Early Church leaders were about.
They were definitely following the
teacher/disciple pattern just as Jesus had
commanded. And in accord with Hisde-
sires, the Apostleswere not acting in the
tradition of the Rabbis, “making disci-
ples’ for themselves. These new disci-
ples were considered to be “disciples of
the Lord” (Acts 9:1).

Like the other Apostles, Paul aso
received what he taught by revelation
from Jesus Christ:

But | make known to you, brothers,
(as to the Good News praoclaimed
by me) that it isn't in accordance
with men, because | didn’t receive
it from a man; nor was | taught,
except through arevelation of Je-
sus Christ.

(Galatians1:11-12) —mytrandation

Paul emphasized in aletter to the
Corinthians that he was careful to teach
only what hehad “received,” andthat his
Teaching was “according to the Scrip-
tures’:

Now | make known to you, breth-
ren, the gospel which | preachedto

you, which also you received, in
which also you stand, by which
also you are saved, if you hold fast
theword which | preached to you,
unless you believed in vain. For |
delivered to you as of first impor-
tance what | also received, that
Christ died for our sins according
to the Scriptures, and that He was
buried, and that He was raised on
the third day according to the
Scriptures.

(1 Corinthians 15:1-4)

Paul aso encouraged the Early
Church to accept The Teaching just asit
had been delivered to them:

So then, brethren, stand firm and
hold to the traditions which you
were taught, whether by word of
mouth or by letter fromus.

(2 Thessalonians 2:15)

Paul repeatedly urged Timothy,
who was one of his“disciples,” to teach
other disciples what he had been taught
and to avoid anyone who wanted to
change The Teaching:
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A Dead Sea Scroll fragment from the
caves at Qumran. The Essenes who lived
at Qumran had many beliefs in common with
the Early Church, beliefs that were held by
many other Jewish sects before the Birth of
Christ. But like the Pharisees, the tradition of
the Essenes prevented them from recogniz-
ing the Messiah when He came. God has al-
ways confounded the expectations of the
masses. Is He intending to do the same thing
again? Most likely.

Prescribe and teach these things.
(1 Timothy 4:11)

Teach and prescribe these princi-
ples. If anyone advocates a differ-
ent doctrine, and does not agree
with sound words, those of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and with the
doctrine conforming to godliness,
he is conceited and understands
nothing; but he hasamorbid inter-
est in controversial questions and
disputes about words, ...

(1 Timothy 6:2b—4a)

Paul aso commanded Timothy to
carry on the same teacher/disciple tradi-
tion he had established with him:

And the things which you have
heard from me in the presence of
many witnesses, these entrust to
faithful men, who will be able to
teach others also.

(2 Timothy 2:2)

Paul encouraged another disciple,
Titus, by reminding him that the cur-
rency of false teaching already in the
Church demanded that theleader of each
local church must beonewho holdsfast:

thefaithful wordwhichisin accor-
dance with the teaching, that he
may be able both to exhort in sound
doctrine and to refute those who
contradict. For there are many re-
bellious men, empty talkers and de-
ceivers, especially those of the
circumcision, who must be silenced
because they are upsetting whole
families, teaching things they
should not teach, for the sake of
sordid gain.

(Titus 1:9b-11)

Asisobviousinhiswarningto Ti-
tus, there were aready, in Paul’s own
day, false teachers in the Church who
were teaching self-serving doctrines de-
signed to gratify their own ego.

Paul realized toward theend of his
lifethat The Teaching of Jesuswould be
irreversibly contaminated by the pres-
ence of individuals in the Church who
wanted to berecognized as“ Rabbis.” He
wrote to Timothy:
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For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine;
but wanting to havetheir earstick-
led, they will accumulate for
themselves teachers in accor-
dance to their desires, and will
turnaway their earsfromthetruth,
and will turn aside to myths.

(2 Timothy 4:3-4)

Over time, the teaching of these
false teachers (2 Pet. 2:1) was bound to

thefact that they had received “theWord
of God” from the Apostles:

“ The Apostlesreceived the Gospel
for usfromtheLord JesusChrist;
Jesus Christ was sent fromGod. So
then Christ is from God, and the
Apostles are from Christ. Both
therefore came of thewill of Godin
the appointed order. Having there-
forereceived a charge, and having
been fully assured through theres-

“Jesus never intended the Scripturesto be
interpreted. He intended them to be explained.”

mix with The Teaching of Jesus until
confusion obscured the Truth. Accord-
ingly, Paul warned the elders of the
Ephesian church concerningwhat would
soon happen in their own little band of
Believers:

“ Beonguard for yourselvesand for
all the flock, among which the Holy
Soirit has made you overseers, to
shepherd the church of God which
He purchased with Hisown blood. |
know that after my departure sav-
agewolveswill comeinamong you,
not sparing the flock; and from
among your own selves men will
arise, speaking perverse things, to
draw away the disciples after
them.”

(Acts 20:28-30)

It happened just as Paul had
warned it would. By A.D. 95, just
sixty-two years after the crucifixion of
Jesus, St. Clement of Romewrotealetter
to the Corinthians because:

“a feud had broken out in the
Church at Corinth. Presbyters ap-
pointed by Apostles, or their im-
mediate successors, had been
unlawfully deposed. A spirit of in-
subordination wasrife.”

(J.B. Lightfoot, The Apostalic Fa-
thers, p.11)

In his letter, Clement’s argument
for the legitimacy of the presbyters was

urrection of our Lord Jesus Christ
and confirmed in the word of God
with full assurance of the Holy
Ghost, they went forthwiththeglad
tidings that the kingdom of God
should come. So preaching every-
where in country and town, they
appointed their first-fruits, when
they had proved them by the Spirit
to be bishops and deacons unto
them that should believe.”
(Lightfoot, p.31)

The efforts of legitimate Early
Church leadersfailed to keep impostors
from adulterating The Teaching of Jesus.
L essthan acentury after the death of Je-
sus Chrigt, it mattered little from whom
one received teaching. By A.D. 200, it
was no longer amatter of handing down
The Teaching the Apostles had received
from the Greatest Teacher of all time.
The“learned” theol ogians of the Church
had already decided they could find that
Teaching for themselves; and they were
busy arguing about the“right” way toin-
terpret the Old Testament Scriptures.
How little they knew.

Jesus never intended the Scrip-
turesto beinterpreted. Heintended them
to be explained—to be taught by adisci-
ple who had been taught by a disciple
who had been taught by a disciple, etc.
Peter said this clearly:

But know this first of all, that no
prophecy is a matter of one's own

interpretation, for no prophecy was
ever made by an act of human will,
but men moved by the Holy Spirit
spoke from God. But false prophets
also arose among the people, just as
there will also be false teachers
among you, who will secretly intro-
duce destructive heresies.

(2 Peter 1:20-2:1a)

The Church was supposed to have
been nourished by a continuous chain of
qualified Teachers who al taught The
Teaching of Jesus Christ. It hasnot been
so0. That Teaching was lost within the
first one hundred years.

Where once there was only one
Teaching, what the Gospel writers call
“His Teaching” (Matt. 7:28; Mk. 1:22;
Lk. 4:32; Jn. 18:19), and Paul calls“ The
Teaching” (Tit. 1:9), now every pastor
and lay person alike fabricates his own
“teaching.” And not one of them agrees
with the other.

That’s not surprising. The ruler of
thisrealmisthe father of liesand thefa-
ther of liars. A liar liesto introduce con-
fusion, so that the Truth cannot be
discovered. If confusion reigns in the
Church today, it is so because the Liar
has been at work.

So where are Jesus disciples? If
what you have read above is true, we
now stand at the End of the Age, a
Church without hope of ever being that
Church “without spot or blemish” (Eph.
5:27) that Christ envisioned for His
Own. Or do we?

Jesus said His Teaching had one
very special quality that set it apart from
the teaching of all other “Rabbis.” That
characteristic alone will accomplish
what God desiresin these Last Days. Je-
sus said:

“Myteachingisnot Mine, but His
who sent Me. If any man iswilling
todoHiswill, heshall know of the
teaching, whether it is of God, or
whether | speak from Myself.”
(John 7:16-17)

Let the one who has ears to hear
pay close attention to what the Spirit is

saying. &
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Cloudy: The*clouds of (nuclear) glory” in which Jesus will
return have been on the horizon for amost fifty years, ever
since the Manhattan Project produced the atomic bomb. Nu-
clear weapons stockpiles have the potential to destroy the
world's population many times over. At present, control of
the Soviet Union’ svast capabilitieshangsin aprecarious bal-
ance between conservative hardlinersand liberal pro-democ-
racy advocates. Thisleavestheworld amuch moredangerous
place than just two years ago when the Cold War held the sta-
tus quo firmly in place.

Y ou can expect military crackdowns and civil unrest
inthe Soviet Union and Eastern Europeto add to and perpet-
uate the current instability. But don’t conclude that the im-
age of Mystery Babylon's destruction by fire points to a
nuclear war. Current nuclear fusion research may well open
aPandora’ s box, starting something it cannot contain. Peter
certainly seems to have had something more cataclysmic
than nuclear war in mind when he wrote the following:

But the day of the Lord will comelike a thief, in which
the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the ele-
mentswill be destroyed withintenseheat, and theearth
and its works will be burned up.

(2 Peter 3:10)

Windy: The word translated “ spirit” in both the Hebrew and
Greek languagesis“wind.” In countlessbiblical passagesthe
Prophets used wind as a parabolic image to speak paraboli-
cally of thebeingsthat inhabit the* spirit” world. Jesuswasre-
ferring to the Prophets’ use of that parabolic image when He
spoke to Nicodemus:

“ That whichisborn of thefleshisflesh; and that which
isbornof theSpiritisspirit. Do not marvel that | saidto
you, ‘ You must be born again.” The wind blowswhere
it wishesand you hear the sound of it, but do not know
whereit comesfromand whereit isgoing; soisevery
one who is born of the Spirit.”

(John 3:6-8)

As we have moved into the final hours of thisrealm,
these“ powersand authorities” (Eph. 6:12) realizetheir time
islimited. Y ou have already seen evidence that their activi-

ties have increased exponentialy in the past two decades.
Y ou can expect individual violence and the other acts of de-
spicable degeneracy that they incite to continue relentless
growth. Within afew years not many will venture out after
dark because it will not be safe. Civil authority will likely
break down further and perhaps even give way to military
patrolsinsomeU.S. cities. Another of their creations, war, is
with usfor the duration now. Peace has already been taken
from the Earth. The only question is how widespread war
will become.

| solated Showers. The parabolicimage of rain portraysrain
as the source of “water” for the parabolic “plants’ God has
“planted” in His“garden.” Paul was using the parabolic im-
age when he stated:

| planted, Apollo watered, but God caused the growth.
(1 Corinthians 3:6) —my translation

Thereality to which the parabolicimage of the* rain”
points is the knowledge of Truth that God provides the
plantsin His“vineyard.” Y ou can expect the “rain” to con-
tinueand becomeheavier asthe Day of theL ord approaches.

Habakkuk came the closest of any of the Prophets to
stating the parabolic equivalency of the parabolic image
and thus revealing its meaning:

For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the
glory of the Lord, asthe waters cover the sea.
(Habakkuk 2:14)

Joel used the parabolic image and combined it with a
word-play on the similar sounding Hebrew words for
“teacher” and “rain” in the following:

So rejoice, O sons of Zion,

And be glad in the Lord your God,;

For He has given you

the Teacher for righteousness,

And He has poured down for you the rain,
The early and latter rain as before.

(Joel 2:23)

Peter understood that The Teaching Jesus revealed to
the Early Church Apostles was the “early rain” of Joel’s
prophecy (Acts 2:14-21). But James, knowing that the
“early rain” had already come, indicated that the* | atter rain”
would also comein duetimebeforethe Coming of theL ord:

Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the
Lord. Behold, the farmer waits for the precious pro-
duce of the soil, being patient about it, until it getsthe
early and late rains. You too be patient; strengthen
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.
(James 5:7-8)
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Storm Watch in Effect: The Prophet Jeremiah saw the para-
bolic image of “the Storm” that pertains to our own day
clearly. He sarcastically denounced those who would today
proclaim an “easy believe-ism” based on the unconditional
love of God and with no knowledge whatsoever of “the Storm
clouds’ gathering:

Thus says the Lord of Hosts,

“ Do not listen to the words of the prophets
who are prophesying to you.

They are leading you into futility;

They speak a vision of their own imagination,
Not from the mouth of the Lord.

They keep saying to those who despise Me,
‘The Lord has said, “ You will have peace”’;
And as for everyone who walks

in the stubbornness of his own heart, They say,
‘Calamity will not come upon you.’

But who has stood in the council of the Lord,
That he should see and hear Hisword?

Who has given heed to Hisword and listened?
‘Behold, the storm of the Lord

has gone forth in wrath,

Even a whirling tempest;

It will swirl down on the head of the wicked.
The anger of the Lord will not turn back
Until He has performed and

carried out the purposes of His heart;

In thelast days

you will clearly understand it.

| did not send prophets,

But they ran.

| did not speak to them,

But they prophesied.

But if they had stood in My council,

Then they would have announced My words
to My people,

And would have turned them back

fromtheir evil way

And fromthe evil of their deeds.”

(Jeremiah 23:16-22)

From this passagethe Apostle Paul derived hisknowl-
edge concerning the “false prophets’ who would today be
preaching “ peaceand safety” just beforethe Second Coming
of theL ord. Hethusreassured those who knew the Truth that
the Day of the Lord would not come upon them without
warning:

Now asto thetimes and the epochs, brethren, you have
no need of anything to be written to you. For you your-
selves know full well that the day of the Lord will come
just like a thief in the night. While they are saying,
“Peace and safety!” then destruction will come upon

them suddenly like birth pangs upon a woman with
child; and they shall not escape. But you, brethren, are
not in darkness, that the day should overtakeyou likea
thief.

(1 Thessalonians 5:1-4)

Paul knew the plan of God wasto provideinsight tothe
Elect of God at the End of the Age. AsJeremiah had said, “1n
the last days you will clearly understand it.” Jeremiah em-
phasized the same point again, including the statement in a
distinctly “New Covenant” context:

Behold, the tempest of the Lord!
Wkath has gone forth,

A sweeping tempest;

It will burst on the head of the wicked.
The fierce anger of the Lord will not turn back,
Until He has performed, and

until He has accomplished

Theintent of His heart;

In thelatter days

you will understand this.

(Jeremiah 30:23-24)

If, indeed, what you have read above is true, you can
rest assured that the parabolic “latter rain” will accomplish
its purpose. The Prophet Isaiah said it clearly:

As heaven is higher than the earth, so

My ways are higher than your ways, and
My thoughts [are higher] than your thoughts.
Because just astherain and the snow

will come down from heaven, and

it won't return there until it:

saturates the earth, and

causes it to produce, and

gives seed for seeding, and

bread for eating;

Likewise shall be My Word

that will proceed from My mouth.

It won't return to Me empty until:

it's done what I’ ve pleased, and

it's successfully completed what | sent it for.
(Isaiah 55:9-11) —my tranglation

Don't be deceived. The parabolic “latter rain” has al-
ready begun. But be of good cheer; the “Redeemed of the
Lord” have nothing to fear. Because:

Therain falls on the Just,

And on the unjust fella.

But mainly on the Just,

Because the Unjust has the Just's umbrella.
(Anonymous) B
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Mystery of Scripture

From page 1

A Short History

To fully appreciate the impact that
apocalyptic literature had on the Jews of
the Intertestamental Period (ca. 400
B.C.—A.D. 70), oneneedsat least agenera
knowledge of the history of that period.

In538B.C., Cyrus, King of Persia,
issued adecreethat the captive | sraglites
could return from Babylonia to their
homeland in Judah to rebuild the House
of God (Ezra 1:1-3). Many captives re-
turned and, by 515 B.C., there-dedicated
Templehad become, oncemore, the cen-
ter of Jewish religiouslife.

But the following century saw the
Jewish priesthood corrupted and individ-
ual devotion to God growing lax. By 400
B.C., prophetic activity had ceased dto-
gether.

Over the next four centuries, Pal-
estine was a battleground. In the fourth
century B.C., the Greek armies of Alex-
ander the Great overthrew the Persian
Empire and, by 332 B.C., Alexander
dominated the entire civilized world.

After Alexander’s death in 323
B.C., his generds divided his vast king-
dom among themselves. In 301 B.C,,
Ptolemy | began ruling from Egypt, using

Pdlestine as his northern frontier. To the
north in Syria, the Greek general
Seleucusruled asking over Asia.

Throughout the next century, the
Jews were caught in the middle as the
Sdleucids battled the Ptolemiesfor control
of Pdegtine. By 198 B.C., the Sdleucids
had finally gained the upper hand.

Atfirst, the Jewshad religiousand
political autonomy under the Seleucids.
But when Antiochus|V Epiphanescame
to power in 175 B.C., he quickly moved
to restrict Jewish religious practices and
to promote Hellenization—the adapta-
tion of Greek culture—among the Jew-
ish population.

Toward this end, he replaced the
Jewish High Priest with a Hellenistic
Jew and responded to Jewish resistance
with persecution and open repudiation
of their religion. His most infamous act
wasto sacrificeapig on an altar to Zeus
he had placed atop the Altar of Sacrifice
in the Templein Jerusalem.

Devout Jews saw these actions as
apocalyptic events. Thismativated mili-
tant Jews under the leadership of the
priest Mattathias—who later became
known as Judas Maccabeaus, “the
hammerer”—to revolt against
Antiochus Epiphanes.

In 141 B.C. Judas established the
Hasmonean dynasty, thus gai ning auton-
omy for the Jewsin Pa estine. Thelast of
the Hasmoneans, Alexander Jannaeus,

came to power in 104 B.C., and pro-
claimed himself to be both King and
High Priest, contrary to the prescriptions
of Scripture (1 Sam. 13:8-14). Conse-
quently, the Pharisees denounced the
move and civil war soon ensued. Al-
though Jannaeus triumphed after nearly
adecade, thewar drew abold lineof dif-
ference between the Pharisees, who
wanted an Israel faithful to the Law of
God, and the Sadducees, who preferred a
more tolerant approach to the world.

Hasmoneanrulefinally endedin 63
B.C. when Roman forces under Pompey
entered theregion. By 47 B.C., Romehad
established the Herodian dynasty under
guarantees of allegiance to Rome.

The Herods were to rule the Jews
for over acentury. Thelast of theHerods
to reign in Judea, however, was
Archelaus. He was the Herod who at-
temptedto put theinfant Jesusto deathin
Bethlehem (Matt. 2). Other Herods con-
tinued to rule over other territories in
Palestine after that time, including the
one who ruled Galilee at the time of the
crucifixion of Jesus (Lk. 23:7-11).

By A.D. 7, however, Judea was
under the control of Roman procurators,
the most notable being Pontius Pilate
(Matt. 27:1-24; Mk. 15:1-15; Lk.
23:1-25; Jn. 18:28-19:22). Roman
procurators continued to govern Judea
even after the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. But Jewish unrest gaveway
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to open rebellion in A.D. 66, and four
years later the Romans destroyed the
Templein Jerusalem. Withthat event, all
traces of Jewish independence came to
an end.

Apocalyptic
Literature

As you can see, the events of the
Intertestamental Period (400B.C.toA.D.
70) |eft Palestinein almost constant polit-
ical and religious upheaval. To the de-
voutly religious Jews, events frequently
appeared to fit patterns foretold by the
Prophets. For example, the desecration of
the Temple by Antiochus Epiphanes as
mentioned above seemed to have been
described by the Prophet Daniel (Dn.
9:27; 11:31; 12:11).

Many Jewsof thiseraexpected the
Messiah to come immediately, thusvin-
dicating the persecuted righteous in Is-
rael. Firmly believing thisto be so, they
produced the Jewish apocalyptic litera-
turein which they predicted that the end
of theworld and God'’ sjudgment on the
nations would soon come,

Becauseof itsenigmatic character,
an apocalyptic work required explana-
tion by someonewho already hadinsight
into itsmeaning. Initialy, thiswas prob-
ably the author. Recipients of the apoca-
lyptic writer’s explanation of The
Mystery of Scripture, however, were ex-
pected to keep it secret from unbelievers
while using it to prepare themselves for
the coming judgment.

Scholars believe one of the first
apocalypticwritings, TheBook of Enoch,
was written in the late third or early sec-
ond century B.C. That would placeit near
thebeginning of Seleucid ruleover Pales-
tine or possibly as late as the time of the
Maccabeanrevolts. It may well havebeen
aresponseto the outrageousacts commit-
ted by Antiochus Epiphanes.

Many also believe the Book of
Enoch was written by four different au-
thors; thefirst and third being contempo-
rary with the Seleucid period, the fourth
appearing near the end of the second
century B.C., and the second in the first
century B.C.

The first section of The Book of
Enoch (Chapters 1-36), The Book of

The designation “apocalyptic’
comes from the Greek term,
apokalupsis, meaning “uncovered” or
“revelation,” because these works
wereintended to reveal God’splanfor
the End of the Age to the righteous
while conceadling it from the wicked.
(See “IsIraq Mystery Babylon?’ The
Voice of Elijah, January 1991.)

Obvioudly the authors of apoca-
lyptic literature believed the Scriptures
contained amystery. If that were not so,
they would not have sought toreveal its
meaning through their apocalyptic
writings.

Apocalyptic works were inten-
tionally enigmatic, using languageand
symbolic images in much the same
way asthe Book of Daniel. Tolend au-
thority to their writings, theauthorsre-
mained anonymous, frequently

i
-

assigning authorship to persons men-
tioned in the Bible—for example, The
Book of Enoch, The Apocaypse of
Abraham, etc.

The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse. Woodcut by Albrecht Durer,
1497. Apocalyptic literature is characterized by the
use of symbols to convey meaning. The four horse-
men of Revelation 6 depicted above are typical apoc-
alyptic symbols.

Watchers, pretends to present the story
of the* Sonsof God” and the“ Daughters
of Men” from Genesis6in greater detail.

The errant “Sons of God” em-
ployed Enoch to plead their case before
God after taking the* Daughtersof Men”
and making known to them the secrets of
Heaven. Instead, Enoch became a wit-
ness of their coming judgment and de-
nounced them.

Through this experience, Enoch
came to understand the “secret things”
and their significanceto “far-off genera-
tions.” He sought to convey them to the
righteousthrough hisbook. Y et the book
is filled with images having no obvious
interpretation. In the beginning pas-
sages, Enoch describes:

a holy vision in the heavens, which
the angels showed to me, and from
them | heard everything, and |
knew what | saw, but not for this
generation, but for far-off genera-
tions which are to come.

(Chapter 1:2)

This passage also illustrates an-
other characteristic of apocalyptic litera-
ture—the firm expectation of God's
imminent return and the End of the Age.
The last division of the Book of
Enoch (Chapters85-90) isThe Animal
Apocalypse. It uses animals as sym-
bols to depict End-Time events. The
apocalyptic writer alludesto his belief
that the meaning of the Scriptures was
hidden (seeDan. 12). Heal so mentions
abook that was sealed to be used later
as End-Time events unfold:

And the book was read before the
Lord of the sheep, and he took the
book in his hand, and read it, and
sealed it, and put it down.
(Chapter 69:71)

This same book was used in the
judgment at the End of the Age:

and they took all the sealed books
and opened those books before the
Lord of the sheep.

(Chapter 90:20)

The Fourth Book of Ezra (2
Esdras), from the first century A.D.,
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even better illustrates Jewish apocalyp-
tic belief in the intentional sealing of
Scripture’'s meaning. In one passage a
messenger tells the author that Moses
was told to conceal its meaning:

Thenhesaidtome, “ | reveal ed my-
self in a bush and spoke to Moses,
when my peoplewerein bondagein
Egypt; and | sent him and led my
people out of Egypt; and | led him
up on Mount Snai, where | kept
himwith me many days; and | told
him many wondrous things, and
showed him the secrets of the
times and declared to him the end
of the times. Then | commanded
him, saying, ‘These words you
shall publish openly, and theseyou
shall keep secret.’”

(2 Esdras 14:3-6)

In another, Esdras claims to have
complete understanding of the mystery,
but not the freedom to disclose every-
thing:

and | will light in your heart
[Esdras] thelamp of under stand-
ing, which shall not be put out un-
til what you are about to writeis
finished. And when you have fin-
ished, somethingsyou shall make
public, and some you shall de-
liver in secret to the wise.

(2 Esdras 14:25, 26)

The following passages reflect the
Jewish apocalyptic belief that, as Daniel
12 plainly says, God intends for some at
the End of the Age to continue in their
unrighteousness, without the knowledge
of what He has planned:

behold, the days are coming when
those who dwell on the earth shall
be seized with great terror, and
the way of truth shall be hidden,
and the land shall be barren of
faith.

(2 Esdras5:1)

So also will bethe judgment which |
have promised; for | will rejoiceover
the few who shall be saved, because
it isthey who have made my glory to
prevail now, and through them my

name has now been honored.
(2 Esdras 7:59-60)

The Dead Sea Scrolls

But the requirement that the initi-
ate keep secret God' splanisattested not
just in apocalyptic literature. The belief
is best illustrated in the writings of the
Essenes.

As civil war swept Palestine dur-
ing the Maccabean era, many came to
believe the travail would soon end. God
would cometo judgetheunfaithful inls-
rael and vindicate those who had re-
mained true to the Law of God. Among
the most fervent believers were mem-
bers of the Jewish religious sect called
the Essenes.

The Essenes adhered to the re-
quirements of the Law even more strin-
gently than the Pharisees. The ancient
Jewish historian, Josephus, described
the oath an Essene proselytetook to gain
entry into the community. The proselyte
had to agree:

that he will neither conceal any-
thing from those of his own sect,
nor discover any of their doctrines
to others, no, not though any one
should compel him so to do at the
hazard of hislife.

(Josephus, War sof the Jews, viii, 7)

“The Essenesfirmly
believed they would
soon witness the End
of the Age.”

For centuries our only knowledge
of this Jewish sect came from the works
of Josephus and two other ancient histo-
rians, Philo and Pliny. But beginning in
1947, the discovery of the Dead Sea
Scrollsin caves near Qumran brought to
light a great body of literature now as-
cribed to the Essenes. These texts set
forth the belief that secrecy concerning
God' s plan was essential.

One of the Dead Sea Scrolls dis-
closes that the preferred behavior of a
member included:

amodesty of behavior coupledwith
a general prudence and an ability
to hide within oneself the secrets
of what one knows.

(The Manual of Discipline, 1
—The Two Spiritsin Man)

No one is to engage in discussion
or disputation with men of ill re-
pute; and in the company of for-
ward men everyone is to abstain
from talk about the meaning of
the Law.

(The Manual of Discipline, Il —
The Rules of the Order)

The Essenes firmly believed they
would soon witness the End of the Age.
They considered knowledge of God's
plan for the End Time to be essential if
the Believer was to be prepared. This
knowledge was not widely known, how-
ever, so they sought to conceal it from
the uninitiated because:

thisisthetimewhen thewayisbe-
ing prepared in the wilderness;
and it behoovesthemto understand
what is happening. It is also the
time when they must needs keep
apart from all other men and not
turn aside from the way through
any form of perversity.

(Manual, 111 —Rules)

Another passage clearly reveals
the Essene belief that the “ hidden mean-
ing” of the Scriptures would not be re-
vealed to the wicked:

They pay no heed to the real hid-
den meaning of things, but divert
themsel vesinstead with all kinds of
iniquitousarcanelore. They donot
know the hidden meaning of what
is actually taking place, nor have
they ever under stood the | essons of
the past. Consequently, they have
no knowledge of what is coming
upon them and have done nothing
to save their souls from the deeper
implications of these events.

(The Coming Doom)

The Essenes believed only arem-
nant of faithful ones remained in Israel.
Most had “gone astray” from the true
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“Way.” Understanding of the actual
meaning of the Scriptures was some-
thing God must reveal:

withtherest of them—thatis, with
those that held fast to His com-
mandments—God ever made
good this everlasting Covenant
with Israel, revealingtothemthe
hidden things concerning which
Israel ingeneral had goneastray.
(The Zadokite Document)

The Essenes, however, also be-
lievedthat thosewho desired to betrueto
the Law of God must learn the Truth
from someone sent by God. They be-
lieved God would send them a*“ Teacher
of Righteousness’ before the End of the
Age

all who giveear tohimwhoimparts
thetrue interpretation of the Law
and who do not controvert theright
ordinances when they hear
them—all of these shall rejoiceand
their hearts shall be strong.

(The Zadokite Document)

Scholars contend that other Dead
Sea Scrolls reveal the Essenes believed
this“ Teacher of Righteousness’ had al-
ready come and that he had lead them to
establish the Essene community at
Qumran. A collection of hymns contain
several that appear to beattributedtothis
individual. They too reflect the belief
that insight into the meaning of Scripture
was necessary to salvation:

Yet, Thou hast set me as a banner
in the vanguard of Righteousness,
asonewho interpretswith knowl-
edgedeep, mysteriousthings; asa
touchstone for them that seek the
truth, astandard for themthat love
correction.

(The Book of Hymns, 11)

Behold, for mine own part, | have
reached the inner vision, and
through the spirit Thou hast
placed within me, come to know
Thee, my God. | have heard Thy
wondrous secret, nor heard it
amiss. Through Thy holy spirit,
through Thy mystic insight, Thou

hast caused a spring of knowl-
edge to well up within me.
(The Book of Hymns, XII)

Clearly, the Qumran community
did not believe that superficial knowl-
edgeof the Old Testament was sufficient
to prepare one to meet God in the judg-
ment. But they also did not believe sim-
ply reading the Scriptures would yield
insight into its mysteries. If God did not
intervene, all would remainignorant and
there would be no understanding “for
them that love correction.” That belief
was probably inspired by the prophecy
of Danidl. (See Daniel 12:8-10.)

The Essenes sought to live their
lives in humility before God, using
their knowledge of the Truth to accom-
plish that end. They saw no need to
broadcast that knowledge. Any seeker
of Truth could be admitted into their
community if he willingly submitted
his character to close scrutiny and
sought total devotion to God. If hewas

“Few today would
even admit the
possibility that the
Hebrew Scriptures
contain a hidden
message.”

willing to submit to the teacher and
“not controvert the right ordinances,”
hewasfreeto gain understanding from
the teacher.

The principal characteristic of the
Essene literature and other Jewish apoc-
alyptic literature is its use of symbolic
imagery to conceal meaning. Thesewere
Jews who believed God was to come
soon to judge the unfaithful. But insight
into Hisplan had beenentrustedtoonly a
few teachers of His choosing. These
teachers imparted the meaning of the
symbolicimagesto afaithful “remnant”
of believers. Unbelieverswere excluded
from the circle of knowledge and were
consigned to the judgment of God.

Summary

Thesurvey above showshow, dur-
ing the Intertestamental Period, apoca
lyptic writers increased Jewish
expectations concerning the fulfillment
of Old Testament propheciesand the es-
tablishment of the Kingdom of God on
the Earth. It also illustrates the fact that,
at the time of Jesus Christ, some of the
Jews believed the meaning of Scripture
was hidden. That is obviously a belief
they derived from Daniel 12.

Although their interpretations of
Old Testament prophecies concerning
the Messiah proved incorrect, their un-
derstanding of the fact that the Scrip-
tures contain a hidden meaning have
not. Jesus Himself confirmed it in state-
ments He made to His disciples. (See
“Jesus Talks About the Mystery,” The
Voice of Elijah, January 1991.)

As current events produce mount-
ing evidence that the End of the Age is
rapidly approaching, many are now ex-
pecting the Messiah to appear, just as
many of the Jews did in Jesus' time. But
if God hasindeed sealed the meaning of
Hebrew Scripturessothat it might beun-
derstood now, in the “end time” men-
tioned by the Prophet Daniel (Dan. 12),
thereremainsthe distinct feasibility that
few will be prepared when He comes
(Matt. 25:1-13).

In direct contrast to its preva-
lence as a legitimate Jewish belief
when Jesus first appeared, few today
would even admit the possibility that
the Hebrew Scriptures contain a hid-
den message. Their belief in that re-
gard derives from the mistaken
assumption that the Church is today
what God intends it to be. Yet from
even acursory inspection it would ap-
pear the Church isn’t at all what God
desires. (See“Where Are Jesus' Disci-
ples?” TheVoiceof Elijah, thisissue.)
If that be so, many who believe all is
well arein for arude awakening.

The Lord favor thee with insight
into the eternal truth.

(The Formulary of Blessings—
from The Dead Sea Scrolls) B
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The Voice of Elijah publishes articles based on the
findings of The Elijah Project, a private research
group headed by Larry D. Harper. In this column we
answer general-interest questions concerning the
findings, purpose, and philosophy of this project.

Editor: Alot hashappened sincethe Januaryissue. The
Gulf War istoday just a memory. How do you feel now
that what you stated in last October’ sissue has cometo
pass?

Elijah: As| told you then, if what | say doesn’t happen,
people should ignore me. If it does happen, however, they
need to consider what | haveto say. At thispoint | am sub-
ject to amixed review.

Editor: But things have happened exactly as you in-
sisted they would.

Elijah: Most of it has. But somethings haven’t. And those
that haven't show me | need to pay more attention to the
subtle nuances of the prophetic text.

Editor: What do you mean?

Elijah: Asl stated inthe October issue, the propheciescon-
cerning Babylonin|saiah and Jeremiah contain at least two
distinct referents—the parabolic image and the redlity be-
hind that image. The destruction of Iraq is the parabolic
image, but the destruction of Mystery Babylon, that is,
planet Earth, is the redlity that lies behind that parabolic
image. It's al too easy to confuse the two in some cases.

The parabolic images the Prophets used are all ex-
plained elsawherein the Scriptures. | simply choseto ap-
ply oneof the parabolicimagesin Jeremiah’ s prophecy to
the parabolic fulfillment when it perhaps should have
been applied only to the ultimatefulfillment. | made other
mistakes aswell. None of them change the basic claims|
made regarding the prophecy, but it does say clearly that
in the future | have to pay closer attention to the biblical
text.

Editor: Give me an example.

Elijah: My remarksabout Jeremiah’ s statements concern-
ing the refugees who fled Irag. | applied his statements
about refugees to the residents of Irag only. They actualy
refer both to the foreigners who left before the war began
aswell asto Iragi residents who are now leaving Irag.

There have dready been severa hundred thousand
Iragi refugees who have fled into Iran since January 17.
Now they are beginning to flee into Jordan, Syria, Turkey,
and Saudi Arabia That isonly the beginning. Hundreds of
thousands more will likely follow over the coming months
and, perhaps, years. | could claim that as confirmation of
what | wrote and leaveit at that. But to do so would distort
the parabolicimage. If you read thetext carefully, it’ sobvi-
ousthat Jeremiah’scall to fleerefersto foreigners. Thetext
clearly says,“ ... eachwill fleetohisownland,” and, “ Aban-
don her so that each can return to his own country.”

When | wrotethat articlelast August, theforeigners
inlraqwereaready leaving. | didn’'t stop to consider that
the prophecy was aready being fulfilled. | simply as-
sumed thetext must bereferring to somefuture event. But
tobehonest, | alsodidn’t know at thetimehow intricately
detailed God' s use of the parabolic image of Iraq’s de-
struction would be. Now that | understand, | haveto cor-
rect the error. The call to the foreigners to flee the
destruction of Mystery Babylonisacrucia part of God's
parabolic image for these Last Days. It is, in fact, what
your newdl etter isall about—acall to the Elect to prepare
themselves for the Return of Jesus Christ.

Had | understood that Irag’ s destruction portended
the destruction of this realm in such remarkable detail, |
would have had no trouble realizing that Jeremiah’s call
to flee Babylonwasacall to the Elect, acall to those who
are “foreigners and aliens” in this land just as Abraham
was. [Editor: See Heb. 11:8-10.] For almost ten years
now I’ve understood the call to “Get out of Babylon” in
the prophecies of Isaiah as a call to the Elect of God to
abandon “theways” of thisworld and reaffirm their total
dedicationto God. It seventhebasisfor one of the Scrip-
ture songs on the tapes you offer in your newsletter.
Those songs were all written in 1983.

Editor: What about | srael’s lack of retaliation?

Elijah: Jeremiah’s use of historical Israel as a parabolic
imageisclear. Itisaparabolicimageof Jesus' returninthe
nuclear “cloudsof glory.” Thusthe parabolicimage of the
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nuclear cloud that | mentioned in the January issue applies
to thedestruction of thisrealminanuclear holocaust. But it
was not obvious to me that Jeremiah intended that para-
bolic image to speak only concerning the destruction of
Mystery Babylon and not aso concerning Iraqg.

When | wrotethose articleslast year, | couldn’t ac-
cept that Jeremiah would use the parabolic image of his-
torical Israel to depict only the Return of Jesus Christ. |
saw that Jeremiah had used the term “north” as a double
entendre to refer to the attack of the coalition on Iraq as
well asto the Return of Jesus Christ. Consequently, | took
hismention of “Israel” elsewhereinthe prophecy asaref-
erenceto historical Israel aswell asaparabolic reference
to Jesus Christ, the true I srael.

Editor: Can you better explain that?

Elijah: TheProphetsof |sragl used imagery takenfromthe
mythology of the Canaanite god Baal to speak in parabolic
images concerning the death, resurrection, enthronement,
and triumphant Return of Jesus Christ in the “clouds of
glory.” Baal was a mythological Canaanite god who was
overcome by the god(s) “Death” and/or “Sea’ but tri-
umphed over Death and rose again to become king. After
having his“house built” (that’s one of theidioms| key on
in my research, for obvious reasons), Baal cameforth vic-
torious, riding on the clouds, bringing the rains.

Since the Canaanites believed they could enter the
resurrection by worshipping Baal, God mocked their be-
liefs by patterning His own explanation of the plan of re-
demption after theimagery foundintheir mythology. The
Prophets, inturn, used theimages of the Baal myth to sar-
castically contrast the futility of the backdidden Israel-
ites' belief in Baal to the confident hope of resurrection
offered by belief inlsragl’ scoming Messiah, JesusChrist.

According to Canaanite mythology, Baal lived on a
cosmicmountain a theentranceto theother realm, therealm
of the gods. That cosmic mountain was represented in this
realm by amountain called “ Zaphon” located to the north of
Lebanon. When Bad came forth victoriousy announcing
hisresurrection and enthronement asking, he supposedly set
out from the cosmic Mt. Zaphon located in the other realm,
riding in the clouds, bringing the rains. The Prophets used
these images to parabolically depict the activities of Jesus
Chrigt after His resurrection, including His Return.

In contrasting theimage of Baal’ sexploitstothere-
ality of the work of Jesus Christ, the Prophets often used
theimageof Baal’ sMt. Zaphon to represent theMountain
of God in the other realm where Zion, the Temple mount,
islocated. Oneof themost familiar versesusing theimage
isPsalm 48:

His Majesty is great, and praised exceedingly
Inthecity of our God, the Mountain of HisHoliness.

A beautiful height, Mt. Zion

—The recesses of Zaphon—
Isthejoy of all the Earth.

(Psalm 48: 1b—2a) —my trandlation

Thenameof Baal’ scosmic mountain, Zaphon, isalso
the Canaanite/Hebrew word for “north.” Consequently, not
only Jeremiah, but also many of theother Prophets, used the
Hebrew term zaphon as adouble entendre. Jeremiah used it
in his prophecy against Babylon to refer to the * people/na-
tionfromthenorth” (literal “ north”: zaphon) that would de-
stroy the parabolic Babylon, Irag, meaning the United
States, Britain, and France. But hed so used thetermto refer
to the ultimate destruction of Mystery Babylon—that is,
planet Earth—Dby “the people from the Mountain of God in
the other reelm” (cosmic mountain: Zaphon). Thisrefersto
the army that accompanies Jesus Christ at His Return.

But that explains only one of the two parallel para-
bolicimagesin the prophecy that refer to the destruction of
this realm at the Return of Jesus Christ. The other is the
parabolic image of Corporate Isragl. | now believe the
parabolicimage of Corporatelsrael appliesonly totheul-
timate fulfillment of the prophecy. Although historical Is-
rael could till attack Iraq if Iraq refuses to destroy its
weapons of massdestruction asthe United Nationshas de-
manded, | doubt they will.

Let me explain why | found Jeremiah’s use of the
parabolicimage of Corporatelsrael confusing. | haveal-
ready shown in Not All Israel Islsrael how Jesus Christ
cameto be the true I srael, consigning historical Israel to
the fate of parabolic imagery. | saw that when Jeremiah
referred to the destruction of Babylon by “Israel,” hewas
definitely using the parabolicimage of historical Israel to
refer to the destruction of Mystery Babylon by Jesus
Chrigt, the true Israel.

Since | knew Jeremiah had used the parabolic im-
age of the“ people from zaphon” to represent both the at-
tack of the coalition and the Return of Jesus Christ, | took
his mention of “Israel” as a parabolic reference to both
historical Israel andthetruelsrael, JesusChrist, inasimi-
lar fashion. That was a mistake. Otherwise, the article
concerning Israel’ sretaliation against Iraq in the January
issue contained accurate information with regard to the
parabolic images of the Scriptures.

Editor: But theforecastsin the October issuewer eabso-
lutely incrediblein the detail they provided! Most Bible
teacherswould beecstaticto have had even one* predic-
tion” cometrue, much less so many specific forecasts. |
know you don’t like the term prediction, but putting
that asidefor the moment, why don’t you justignorethe
errors? People forget. Why do you insist on talking
about it?
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Elijah: Becausel should haverecognized the subtl eties of
the prophetic text. I’ ve beenin preparation for this particu-
lar endeavor for nearly a quarter of a century. I’ve been
working with the parabolicimagesof the Prophetsfor over
fifteenyears. Whether anyonebelieveswhat | teachisirrel-
evant. | wasn't called to convince people. My purposeisto
inform. | am obligated to One Person. If | do what He's
called meto do, Hewill dowith it asHedesires. In making
those errors | feel | have come short of His expectations.

Editor: What about the death of Saddam Hussein? Are
you still certain of that?

Elijah: As certain as| can be. Unless Isaiah is spesking
only of the ultimate fulfillment as Jeremiah did, the event
has aready been accomplished asfar as God is concerned.
| see no such indications in the text of Isaiah 14. At this
point | would say Saddam Hussein hasalready been buried
aive. It'sjust amatter of time.

Editor: Why do you not like the term prediction? Why
do you prefer the term for ecast instead?

Elijah: Theterm prediction implies some psychic powers
of foreknowledge. I’'m not a psychic. | don’'t know any-
thing intuitively. | get what | understand about future
eventsfrom the Scriptures. I'mjust a“weather forecaster”
who's trying to forecast a developing “Storm.” The Gulf

War was but aharbinger of thereal thing. Theeventsinthe
Persian Gulf established a detailed parabolic image of Je-
sus Christ’ s Return as the true “ Desert Storm,” coming in
the“ clouds of glory” accompanied by the“latter rain” that
will ultimately destroy Mystery Babylon. That is all just
parabolicimagery the Elect can useto understand the para-
bles of the Scriptures that speak of His Return.

Editor: You'resaying that God isnow using even seem-
ingly minor details related to the Gulf War, like the
“Desert Storm” name given to the operation, as part of
the parabolic imagery?

Elijah: Definitely. The detail is extraordinary. Even the
“inner room” in which the Israglis took refuge from
Saddam Hussein’s attacks is a parabolic image in Isaiah.
As you well know, | have used that parabolic image for
seven or eight years now. But it’ s difficult to see how God
intendsto use someof the parabolicimagery. For example,
the pitch-black sky you see over Kuwait on the television
newseach night isjust aharbinger of amuch greater disas-
ter to come on the Earth when the sixth seal of Revelation 6
isopened and the sun turnsblack. I’ ve been so busy | have
not had time to research the image. It doesn’t matter right
now anyway. When thetime comes, we'll know. And your
readers will know about it before it happens.

I’m now speaking in terms of the parabolic imag-
ery used by the Prophets. Jesus Christ’ s* House” isnearly
complete, the“House” that Paul talks about in Ephesians
2—the“House” built onthe“foundation” of the Apostles
and Prophets. [Editor: Get it? The parabletells you what
thereality isLIKE.] Tousethefull idiom, His“House” has
amost been “built.” When that has been accomplished,
Hewill return victorious from the other realm asthetrue
“Desert Storm” in the full fury of the “clouds of glory”
bringing atorrentia “rain.”

In the parabolic image, God has had the economic
embargo against Mystery Babylon in place for centuries.
Amos talks about it. So does Jodl. Now that His “Desert
Storm” is beginning the final assault, itstota force will fal
on Mystery Babylon, methodically destroying the very in-
frastructure of thisworld. That “ Storm” is, even now, sig-
nalled by the presence of the “clouds of glory” that Jesus
talked about, and the “latter rain” spoken of by the Prophet
Jod. The “wise man” who hears is going to “build his
house” on the Rock. The “foolish man™ will “build” hison
the “sand.” One “house” will withstand the “ Storm;” the
other won't. Every one of these parabolic images has been
in place for centuries, waiting for our time to come.

If what | have to say is true, that “Storm” is out
there, already moving toward usin its full fury. We are
currently receiving the initial “rain showers’ associated
with the “ Storm.” But when the center of the parabolic
“Storm” reaches us, there will be absolutely no doubt in
anyone’ smind. | keep remembering that first night when
the Gulf War began, watching and listening as John
Holloman, Peter Arnett, and Bernard Shaw were report-
ing live from Baghdad. It will be LIKE that when the
“wrath of theLamb” begins. A lot of peoplesuddenly will
be living in sheer terror. That first night in Baghdad was
justaparabolicimage. Reality will bean absolutehorror.

But|’mjust a“weather forecaster.” I’ m not respon-
sible for whether anyone prepares for the onset of the
“Storm.” That istheir concern. | thank God I’ ve not been
caled to establish a church, ask people for money, or
travel al over the world preaching the Gospel. I’m only
here to research and write—to warn the Elect that what
they currently believe may befatally flawed. The prepa
rations they have made to enable them to meet Jesus
Christinvictory may not be sufficient. God requirestotal
commitment. Inthat regard, I’ mthankful for what you are
accomplishing by publishing your newsletter.

Editor: What do you expect peopleto dowith theinfor-
mation they read in The Voice of Elijah?

Elijah: TheElect will know what God requires. The para-
bolic imagein the Scripturesis one in which the True Be-
liever “wakes up” and remains “awake” until the End.
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Your newdetter provides the information necessary to
wakethem up, but they have the responsibility for remain-
ing “awake.” How they do that will prove whether or not
they are part of the Elect.

Y ou must understand the Elect can befoundinall de-
nominations and churchesthroughout theworld. They have
but onethingincommon—avalid salvation experiencewith
God. But they do not now know they are, and aways have
been, aminority inthe Church. They don'’t redlizethemajor-
ity of their “Chrigtian” friends have no ideawhat it actually
meansto be“born again.” The Elect are too naive to recog-
nizethat smplefact. They assumethat becausethey arewho
they say they are, everybody elseisalso. It isn't so. Most
“Chrigtians’ are on theroad to destruction. It’ san eight-lane
highway with no speed limit. “ TheWay” to Heavenisafoot-
path grown up in weeds.

Y ou must also understand that | haven't been called
tofound achurch, start aschool, or gather peopletogether
so | can get some intangible “psychic income” (or even
theusual financial income) from them. | have been called
for one purpose—to alert the Elect of God so they can
avoid the coming delusion. It may sound callous on my
part, but | don’'t want people to believe. | aready know
that most won'’ t becausethey have been taught to consider
any teaching out of the mainstream as dangerous. They
won'’t stop to consider that when two contradictory opin-
ions are taught as the Truth, logic alonetellsyou at least
one of them must be wrong. So whereis Truth?

The Elect’ srelationship to God isthe key. If God sent
me, they will know it—because they know God. If God did
not send me, they will aso know that—because they know
God. For those who don't believe, the question is not, “Did
God send me?’ but rather, “Do they know God?’ Obvioudy,
| believe God called me. But that isno more vaid abasisfor
argument than their claim that they know God. Down here
confusion reigns supreme. That's why most people follow
tredition. It provides afalse sense of security. But those cho-
sen few whom the Lord loves want more than that feeling of
security. They want the Truth. The Elect will believe. And
thosewho believewill preparethemselves. Thosewho don't,
won't. Inthe one case, you need only notify them of my mes-
sage. Y ou couldn’t convince the othersif you tried.

Editor: A different subject. | understand you read one of
the more popular books on biblical prophecy and the
Gulf War—CharlesDyer’sbook, The Rise of Babylon.
What is your opinion of the book?

Elijah: | think it's an excellent book. It provides back-
ground information your readers can use to fully under-
stand the article in the October issue concerning Saddam
Hussein’ s intentions in reestablishing the ancient Babylo-

nian Empire. [Editor: See “Saddam Hussein: Heir to the
Throne of Nebuchadnezzar?’ The Voice of Elijah, Octo-
ber 1990.]

Ontheother hand, when Mr. Dyer makes statements
concerning thefuture, heismerely repackaging traditional
dispensational interpretation of the Bible. It's obvious
when he discusses the ancients building the Tower of Ba-
bel that he has not a clue regarding the true meaning of the
Hebrew idiom “make aname.” He passes over it with the
assumption that it means the same thing asthe English id-
iom. Nothing could be further from the Truth.

Healsotreatsacrucial passagein Zechariah 5 with
the same deft sleight of hand. Y et that passage containsa
parallel Hebrew idiom—the idiom “build a house.” Not
understanding the meaning or significance of either of
thesetwoidioms, much lessthemeaning and significance
of the passages in which they occur, Mr. Dyer then pro-
ceeds to make confident pronouncements regarding the
rise of afuture Babylon. Y et those two idioms together
provide the basis for a mgjor part of the Old Testament
message regarding Jesus Christ. Knowing from this that
hedoesnot understand at all what God hasalready done, |
can assure you that he understands very little about what
God is about to do.

Editor: That’'s clear enough. Do you have anything you

wouldliketosaydirectlyto TheVoiceof Elijah readers?

Elijah: Thearticlesinthisand thelast two issueshave said
all that’ snecessary for now. Y our readers, however, would
dowell to remember asthey read your newd etter what has
been said about the way we live down here:

“ At every crossroad along the road that leads to the fu-
ture, tradition hasplaced 10,000 men to guard thepast.”

Whoever choosesto defend atradition should make
certain that tradition isworth defending. The New Testa-
ment does not teach that salvation comes by slavishly ad-
hering to sometradition. Salvation comesby belief inthe
Person of Jesus Christ and what He has done. That’sthe
beauty of the Gospel. If the Church is not now what it
should beand God isdoing acompletely new work to pre-
pare His people, their tradition, whatever it may be, will
not suffice. Quietly stand back from those “ Christians”
around you and observe. Do you seeinthem what you be-
lieve God intended His children to be? If not, they are
probably not even His children. But He has not directed
us to judge them either. Look out for yourself. Are you
ready for Judgment Day? Simply “Do asthey say, not as
they do.” God judges individually, not in groups of two,
or three, or ahundred. Everyone will stand alone on that
Great Day. Whoever has an ear to hear will hear. &
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of God,” you can automatically substi-
tute the personal pronoun “I” or “Me”
becauseHeisreferringto Himself. Inthe
Old Testament, the Kingdom of Israel
was the “Kingdom of God.” But as |
haveshowninNot All Israel IsIsrael, Je-
sus Christ became the “Kingdom of Is-
rael” when the other members of
Corporate Israel were “cut off from”
Corporate Israel just as John the Baptist
warned the Pharisees and Sadducees
they would be:

“You brood of vipers, who warned
you to flee from the wrath to come?
Thereforebring forthfruitin keeping
with repentance; and do not suppose
that you can say to yourselves, ‘We
have Abraham for our father;’ for |
say to you, that God is able from
these stones to raise up children to
Abraham. Andtheaxeisalreadylaid
at the root of the trees; every tree
therefore that does not bear good
fruit is cut off and thrown into the
fire”

(Matthew 3:7b-10)

The phrase, “the birds of the air
come and nest in its branches,” in the
Parable of the Mustard Seed, is not an
exact quote, but it is close enough for us
torecognizethat Jesuswasreferringto a
prophecy of the Prophet Ezekiel:

This is what My Master, His Maj-
esty, has declared: “ Yet will | take
from the pinnacle of the tall cedar,
and 'l giveHim; I'll pluck a Tender
One from the top of its shoots, and
I’ll plant Him on a high and lofty
mountain. I'll plant Him on a moun-
tain (the height of Isradl). HE Il bear
branches and produce fruit. HE'll
become a majestic cedar. All birds
and winged creatureswill dwell be-
neath Him.”

(Ezekid 17:22-23) —mytrandation

In trandating this passage, | have
intentionally kept the trandation literal
sothat you could see Ezekiel’ suse of the

third person singular pronoun “Him”
and better understand what the Hebrew
actually says. Thereisno neuter pronoun
“it” in Hebrew. | translated the pronoun
“Him” because the passage in Ezekiel
makes it clear that the parabolic image
of the “cedar,” from which God para-
bolically takes the “shoot,” is actualy
the king of Israel. Ezekiel was referring
to aPerson in theroyal line.

Ezekiel was prophesying concern-
ing thefutureof theroyal housein Israel.
Hewas speaking parabolically concern-
ingtheMessiah, JesusChrist. He saw the
time when Jesus would be chosen from
the royal lineage of the House of David
to become the new king over the House
of |srael.

“The new life of the
treeindicated the
resurrection of a

deceased king.”

The Prophet Isaiah prophesied
concerning the terrible tragedy that be-
fell the “House” of Israel wherein all
members of the “House” of Israel were
“cut off from” Corporate Israel. Using
the sameparabolicimagery of the“tree”
that John the Baptist used, heforesaw the
event occuring just as John warned:

He shakes His fist at the mountain
of the House of Zion, the hill of Je-
rusalem. Behold, the Lord, His
Majesty of Hosts, will lop off the
boughs with a terrible crash.
Those also who aretall in stature
will be cut down. Even those who
arelofty will beabased. Hewill cut
down the thickets of the forest with
an iron. Even Lebanon will fall by
the Mighty One.

(Isaiah 10:32b-34)

Isaiah immediately assures us,
however, that after this devastation the
tree of the roya House of David will
come back to life. The new growth will
come from the stump of a tree that has
been “cut down”:

Then a shoot will spring from the
stem of Jesse, and a branch from
his roots will bear fruit. And the
Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him,
the spirit of wisdom and under-
standing, the spirit of counsel and
strength, the spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the Lord.

(Isaiah 11:1-2)

This passage has long been recog-
nized as amessianic prophecy, athough
itsuse of parabolicimagery hasnot been
fully understood. Moreover, it has not
been linked with the Parable of the Mus-
tard Seedin Matthew 13 becausethetwo
would seem to have little in common.
Yet, for the Prophets, the method by
which the parabolic “tree” of the king
waspropagated wasnot thecentral issue.

It did not matter whether thelife of
the“tree” wasattained by the planting of
aseed, the rooting of a shoot, or the new
growth of astump. The“tree” comingto
life was the only necessary part of the
parabolic image. It also did not matter
whether the tree was cedar, palm, syca-
more, oak, or fig. It could evenbeavine.

To the ancients, any tree, vine or
bushwasjust asgood asany other for the
purpose they had in mind. Their only in-
tent was to present the parabolic image
of atree that had gained new life. The
new life of the tree parabolically de-
picted the resurrection of a deceased
king.

TheTree
That Reigns as King

Another passage in the Old Testa-
ment is more nearly an exact source of
the phrase that Jesus used in His parable
than is Ezekiel 17. In the fourth chapter
of the Book of Daniel weread about avi-
sion that Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby-
lon had:

Now {these were} the visons in my
mind {as | lay} on my bed: | was
looking, and behold, {there} was a
great tree in the midst of the earth,
and its height {was} great. The tree
grew large and became strong. And
its height reached to the sky, and it
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{was} visbleto the end of thewhole
earth. Itsfoliage{was} beautiful and
its fruit abundant, and in it {was}
food for all. The beasts of the field
found shade under it. And all flesh
fed themselves fromiit.

(Danid 4:10-12)

wave over the trees?’ Finally, all
the trees said to the bramble, * You
come, reign over us!’” And the
bramble said to the trees, ‘If in
truth you are anointing me as king
over you, come and take refuge in
my shade; but if not, may fire come

“The Prophets were the first to speak in parables;
Jesus merely continued their tradition.”

You may be better able to under-
stand thelink between this passage and the
passages discussed above if you read yet
another passage where mention is made of
this ubiquitous parabolic “tree” that pro-
vides its magnificient shelter for the birds
of the air and the beasts of the field:

“Once the trees went forth to
anoint a king over them, and they
said to the olive tree, ‘Reign over
us!’ But theolivetree said to them,
‘Shall | leave my fatnesswithwhich
God and men are honored, and go
to wave over the trees? Then the
treessaidtothefigtree, * Youcome,
reign over us!’ But thefigtreesaid
to them, ‘Shall | leave my sweet-
ness and my good fruit, and go and

out fromthe bramble and consume
the cedars of Lebanon.”
(Judges 9:8-15)

Theyoungest son of Gideon spoke
this parabolic prophecy when the |ead-
ers of Shechem anointed his brother,
Abimelech, asking.

Kingship is the common theme
that links all these prophecies. The king
isthe“tree” in every case. In the Parable
of the Mustard Seed, Jesus, the Messi-
anicKing, isthe“Tree.” The sameholds
truefor the prophetic parablesin Ezekiel
17 and Isaiah 10-11. In Daniel 4, King
Nebuchadnezzar is the “tree”; and now
we have seen the parabolic image of the
“tree” applied to another king,
Abimelech. The question is, why?

Parables, Prophecy,
and the Tree of Life

In order to understand the parables
of Jesus, you must first realize that the
message hidden in the Hebrew Scriptures
conveys its meaning through parabolic
imagery. The Prophets were the first to
speak in parables; Jesusmerely continued
their tradition. But you must also realize
that themessage of theOld Testamentisa
sarcastic condemnation of humanity’s
absurdly futile attempt to attain eternal
life outside the One True God.

The Prophets borrowed their para-
bolic imagery from the mythology of an-
cient Isradl’s neighbors—a mythology
that held forth the possibility of resurrec-
tion from the dead. The ultimate irony of
the Scripturd message is that what an-
cient religious leaders concocted in the
vanity of their ownmind, God established
as a reality by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead. God's mockery of
human religiosity has been and continues
tobe, “If yousay that’ stheway itis, that's
theway itwill be, becausel’ll makeit so.”

The Prophets predicted the birth,
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ

using parabolic imagery they appropri-

Parabolic Imagery

Kingship provides the basis for the tree image in the

Jesus' ultimate parabolic pantomime was His death.
Asiswel known, Jesus died as the Passover Lamb of God.
But remember, God instituted the Passover when the sons of
Israel left bondage in Egypt (Ex. 12). Hisreasonsfor doing
S0 werenone other than to establish an annua parabolic pan-
tomime that mocked the mythology behind the ceremony of
the ancient Egyptian coronation of the Pharaoh. The para-
bolic imagery of the Passover and Israel’s Exodus from
Egypt isafasinating study of how God ridiculed the ancient
Egyptian mythology by which the Pharaoh ruled asthe * son
of god” here on Earth. (See“ Parables and Prophecy” in fu-
ture issues.)

It was not by accident that the King of Israel died
hangingona“tree.” Thedeath of Christ onthecrosswasa
parabolic pantomime of the reality of His coronation in
Heaven asthe King of Kings. Theearly Christiansunder-
stood the parabolic imagery of His death on the cross as
signifying that His“ Tree” had been “cut off.” They called
themselves kladoi tou staurou, “Branches of the Cross.”

Prophets message concerning Jesus Christ, and the para-
bolicimagery appearsthroughout the Old Testament. There
are two Hebrew words for “tribe.” Both terms also mean
“branch.” The Prophets used these terms when speaking of
Jesus Christ under theimageof the Twelve Tribesof Isragl as
“branches’ of |sradl, thetreethat was* cut of f” at Hisdegth.

One of these two Hebrew terms, the word shevet, was
used by the Hebrews to indicate the king's “ scepter.” This
usage derives from the Sumerian origin of the royal scepter
as the branch of atree, symbolicaly representing the king
whoheldit asbeing himsalf a“branch” fromtheTreeof Life.
The scepter was the instrument whereby the king imparted
life. Theother Hebrew word for both “branch” and “tribe’is
theterm matteh. Itistheterm used in Scriptureto designate
Aaron’s“rod” that “budded” in Numbers 17:8 ff. (God was
again playing with the resurrection image.)

Ezekiel aludes to the Prophets parabolic use of
bothtermsby placing them both sideby sidein hisparable
concerning Corporate Isragl asthe “vine” in God' s vine-
yard (Ezek. 19:10-14). []
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ated from theseancient mythol ogies. How
and why they did so provides silent testi-
mony regarding the white-hot wrath of an
angry God.

According to Sumerian mythol-
ogy, after the god Dumuzi, king of the
Sumerians, died, he achieved resurrec-
tion, coming back to lifein the garden of
the gods as the Tree of Life. In one ac-
count of themyth, hecameback tolifeas
a datepalm, in another as a cedar.

The newly crowned king of the
Sumerians at his coronation became
identified as the recipient of the spirit of
the resurrected god Dumuzi. (Actualy,
he became the recipient of “The Name,”
but that concept needs further explana-
tion.) Not surprisingly, therefore, the
Sumerianking, like Dumuzi in hisresur-
rection, is described in the Sumerian lit-
erature asatree.

In some of the earliest literary re-
cords available, the Sumerian king
Shulgi isglorified asfollows:

Shulgi, the king, the graceful lord,
is a datepalm planted by the
waterditch.

(Witzel, M. Keilinschriftliche
Sudien 5111, p. 30,11 1)

In another instance, thissameking
isthe object of the following praise:

Like a cedar rooted by abundant
water, of pleasant shadowthou art.
(Witzel, KS5, p. 56: 16f.)

King Shulgi says of himself:

“| amthe scion of a cedar,
Aforest of hashur-trees.”

(Musee nationale du Louvre,
Textescuneiformes. xvPl. 9, vi 10)

ancient Near Eastern cultures. The ideas
provide the basis for the roya cults of the
Egyptian god Osiris, the Babylonian god
Marduk, and the Canaanite god Baal.
They aso underlie the mythology related
to the Greek god Adonis, whom the
Greeks borrowed from the Canaanites,
where he had been worshipped as the god
Baal.

“The Prophets were the first to speak in parables,
Jesus merely continued their tradition.”

The ancient Babylonians and
Assyrians borrowed much from the my-
thology of the Sumerians, including the
god Dumuzi. He became, for them, the
god Tammuz. In this form he was wor-
shipped even by ancient | sraelitewomen
whom Ezekiel saw inavisionweeping at
the gate of the temple as part of aritua
designed to ensure the resurrection of
Tammuz from the dead:

“women were sitting there weep-
ing for Tammuz.”
(Ezekiel 8:14)

The mythological concepts related
tothe Sumerian royal cult of Dumuzi were
borrowed, developed, re-borrowed and
re-devel oped over and over again in many

From all these sourceswegain bits
and pieces of information necessary to
understand the parabolic imagery of the
Prophets. But thefundamental parabolic
imagery related to resurrection from the
dead comes directly out of the Egyptian
myth of Osiris. According to the Greek
author Plutarch (De Iside et Osiride),
Egyptian mythology taught that after the
death of the god/king Osiris, his coffin
floated out to sea. The coffin eventually
lodged in the branches of an Erica tree
along the Mediterranean coast near the
Canaanite city of Byblos. Over time, it
became encased in the tree.

The king of Byblos eventually had
the tree cut down and made into a
magnificient pillar for his palace. When

Left: Sumerian representation of the Tree of Life (the resurrected king)
standing in the garden of the gods on the cosmic mountain.

Middle: Lampstand taken from an ancient Jewish synagogue.
Right: Lampstand from Herod’s Temple (from a relief on the Arch of Ti-
tus, Rome).

The lampstand God ordered made for the tabernacle was, in form,
meant to represent a tree (Exodus 25:31-37). Comparison of the two

Jewish menorah above reveals this to be so. Yet further comparison
with ancient Sumerian representations of the deceased king as the tree
planted in the garden of the gods on the cosmic mountain shows almost
identical features, thus disclosing the parabolic image that God was us-
ing. Jesus was referring to the parabolic image of the lampstand in the
tabernacle when He said, “| am the light of the world.” Note the birds in
the tree. The concept of the king providing shelter for the birds (his sub-
jects) was prevalent throughout the ancient world.
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the wife of Odirislater extracted the cof-
fin from the pillar and took it back to
Egypt, Osiris was resurrected. He then
became the god of the resurrection and
the hope of al Egyptians who desired
eternd life.

Themyththat Plutarch related was
intended to describe how the Egyptian
myth of Osirisprovided the patternfor at
least part of the Canaanite Baal myth.
The Babylonians appear to have bor-
rowed these same ideas from the Baal
myth and used them to fabricate their
mythol ogy concerning thegod Marduk.

The ancient mythology that pro-
vided the underpinning for the Canaanite
worship of Baal is complex and multifac-
eted. Here, | can present only a sketch of

When the dead king entered the
resurrection, his “spirit” (for lack of a
better term) entered into aliving tree, to
livetherefor aslong aswasnecessary for
requirements of the resurrection to be
met. The tree appears to have been
planted, transplanted or seeded in a spe-
cia “royal garden” for the specific pur-
pose of receiving the dead king's spirit,
and the tree containing the spirit of the
deceased king wasal so worshipped asan
Asherah during the reign of the king's
SUCCESSOr.

The Prophets borrowed these im-
ages from the Canaanite royal cult and
used them as parabolicimagery to speak
concerning the coming Messianic king,
Jesus Christ. Daniel spoke clearly con-

“Jesuswastheliving ‘Tree’ in which the divine
Spirit of God dwelt here on Earth.”

the outlines necessary for you to under-
stand the Prophets’ use of itsmythological
imagery in sarcastic parabolic prophecy.

The Canaanites worshipped the
god Baal as part of aroyal cult in which
the Canaanite king was considered to be
the son of the resurrected god Baal. The
primary reason why the people wor-
shipped—or were forced to worship (1
Kings18:4)—thegod Baal wasto ensure
the continuation of the royal dynasty.

The Canaanite religion taught the
Canaanites that when the reigning king
died, Baal would not only ensuretheres-
urrection of the dead king by hisown tri-
umph over death, he would also
guarantee the continuation of the dy-
nasty through the coronation of the dead
king's son as the next king.

Prior to the coronation ceremonies
that accompanied the ascendancy of the
new king to the throne, aliving tree that
had been identified in some specific way
with the former king's reign was “cut
off.” Somepart of it wasthenmovedinto
the sanctuary as a “pillar” where it was
“raised” during the coronation cere-
mony to became an object of divinewor-
ship as an Asherah. Asherah was the
Canaanite goddess who ensured the res-
urrection of the god Baal.

cerning the death of the Messiah without
surviving descendants using the para-
bolicimagery of theliving tree that was
“cut off.”

“ Then after the sixty-two weeksthe
Messiah will be cut off and have no
one, ...

(Daniel 9:26a)

| quoted the prophecy of Isaiah
above concerning the new “shoot” that
God said would sprout from the * stem of
Jesse.” In the sarcastic parabolic imag-
ery of the Prophets, that “ shoot” wasthe
new “tree” God prepared to receive the
spirit of thedeceased King, JesusChrist.

Keep in mind aso that the living
Canaanite king was considered to be the
“son of god” hereon Earth. Here, too, we
seethemockery of God in Hisuse of the
mythological imagery. Jesus Christ was
the living “Tree” in which the divine
Spirit of God dwelt here on Earth. He
was, in Truth, what the Canaanite king
could only pretend to be—the Son of
God. Using the parabolicimage of Him-
self asa“tree,” Jesus said:

“| amthetruevine, and My Father
isthe vinedresser.”
(John 15:1)

But, you say, Jesus Christ was not
aking here on Earth. So it would seem.
And so it would be, were it not for His
parabolic pantomimes. (See“ The Para-
bolic Pantomimes of Jesus Christ,” The
Voice of Elijah, January 1991.)

Working together with God the
Father and John the Baptist, Jesus para-
bolically pantomimed the future reality
of Hiscoronationastheresurrected King
by being baptized in the Jordan by John.
His baptism portrays, through prophetic
parabolic imagery, His triumph over
death and His coronation as King.

To understand these parabolicim-
ages, you must understand that God was
mocking the Egyptian religion that
stands behind them. The divine pro-
nouncement:

“thisis My beloved Son, in whom|
amwell pleased.”
(Matthew 3:17b)

and thedescent of the Spiritintheform of
a dove, were God's contribution to the
pantomime. It was a mocking ridicule of
the Egyptian/Canaanite coronation cere-
mony in which the king became the * son
of god” when the god’s “name” took up
residencein his body.

During the coronation ritual, the
king was declared to be the divine son of
god as portrayed by the Psalmist in a
Psalm that scholars have long recog-
nized as a messianic coronation Psalm:

“1 will surely tell of the decree of the
Lord:

He said to Me, ‘ Thou art My Son,
Today | have begotten Thee.””
(Psalm 2:7)

The parabolic image of the “tree,”
as used by the Prophets and Jesus Christ,
depictsthedeath of theKing of Israel and
Hisresurrection asthenew King of Israel.
After death, His spirit parabolically re-
sidedinthe“tree” that God had “ planted”
for it, the “Tree” that was, for the an-
cients, the resurrected Son of God. That
“Tree” hassincegrownintoamgjestic ce-
dar that now provides shade for al who
seek shelter in the King of Kings. ®
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