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That'sWhy He's Called Antichrist!

Thefollowing article contains an ex-
cerpt from A Commentary on the Book of
Daniel written by the Church Father
Hippolytus (A.D. 170-236). Hippolytus
was a third-generation spiritual descen-
dant of the Apostle John, who wrote the
Book of Revelation. Only two other
Christian leaders—Polycarp and
Irenaaus—stood in the lineage between
Hippolytus and John. Therefore, one
should pay close attention to what he has
to say about the Book of Revelation and
the visions in the Book of Daniel, since
Revelation seems to explain much that
appears for the first timein Daniel.

Asyou read what Hippolytus has writ-
ten, keepin mindthat Satan had already suc-
cessfully blended The Apostolic Teaching
with concepts derived by philosophical

speculation during the time of the Gnostic
controversy (A.D. 135-160). By the time
Church leaders realized Gnostic teaching
had created acrisis, even they could not al-
ways distinguish between true and false
teaching. (See “Gnostic Beliefs and Early
Church Teaching,” The Voice of Elijah,
October 1991.) Moreover, after the Gnostic
crisis, speculation became increasingly
more common even among Church leaders.
Consequently, false teaching had, by the
time of Hippolytus, thoroughly contami-
nated The Apostolic Teaching.

One can be fairly certain that
Hippolytus received most of the Truth of
The Apostolic Teaching that he under-
stood from the Apostle John through the
agency of Polycarp and Irenaaus. But by
Hippolytus' day, speculative theology

The Final Days

of the pure essence of the god.

When the Trumpet Sounds

The parabolic image of rain is one of the most fundamental prophetic imagesto be
foundinall the Old Testament. The Prophetsused it to mock the Canaaniteworship of the
storm-god Baal. The Canaanites believed Baal appeared in the clouds that brought the
EarlyandtheLatter Rainthat watered the cropsthey planted inthesoil of Palestine. How-
ever, they had a“ mystery” theology in which Baal wasnot only therain that watered the
earth, he was also somehow the grain they planted in it.

Badl effected hisown resurrection by “riding on the clouds’ astherain that watered
the seed they had planted. That seed, through the agency of the water that fell as rain,
would sprout when the deceased Baal began the process of hisannual resurrection. When
the grain was fully ripe, the farmers harvested seed grain and stored it in a safe place to
harbor theliving god, thus becoming part of the* secret” meansby which Baal—thefresh
water rain—survived his“death” in the salt water ocean. According to the Canaanites
theology, each time they ate unleavened bread made from the grain, they were partaking

See When the Trumpet on Page 21

was the norm for many Church leaders.
Origen of Alexandriawas already vigor-
ously arguing that the meaning of the
Scriptures could be attained through alle-
gorical interpretation. (See future vol-
umesin TheMystery of Scripture.) Yet, in
spite of all that, much of the Truth re-
mainsin the writings of Hippolytus. That
is a tribute to the man and his spiritual
forebearers.

In the excerpt that follows, | have
bolded those statements one should read
carefully, and | have also made a few
comments as | deemed necessary to point
out salient facts or obvious errors. | have
tried to keep those comments to a mini-
mum. The accuracy of details in
Hippolytus’ work isuneven, however, so
one shouldn’t try to build on specific
statements without first verifying their
accuracy.

Takenasawhole, Hippolytus’ under-
standing of Daniel’s message speaks for
itself. The commentary follows; so get
out your Bibleand turnto Daniel 7. How-
ever, you might want to read Daniel 7-12
and the “Questions & Answers’ column
inthisissuebeforeyou begin studying his
commentary. Asyou read, you might find
the chart on pages 6—7 helpful as well.

Daniel 7

In spesking of a“lioness from the sea,”
[Dan. 7:3-4] he meant therising of the king-
dom of Babylon, and that this was the
“golden head of the image.”

[ComMENT: Here Hippolytus refers
back tothevisongivenin Daniel 2. Heviews
that vision as parallel to the onein Daniel 7.
(Cf. Dan. 2:32.) He discusses the correspon-
dence between thetwo images morefully be-

See That’s Why He’s Called Antichrist! on Page 3
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_ Consider this scenario: A leader of Isral
E bringsthat nation to theinternational fore-
ditox

Published Quarterly 1o fhe front as a pre-eminent world power. He
by Voice of Elijah, Inc. performs signs and wonders that are
M. H. Clay, hailed by all as the supernatural work of
Executive Editor God. Before you know it, many believe him to be Jesus Christ. They begin saying Jesus
Sara Brooks, hasreturned asHe said Hewould and has been accepted by the Jews astheir messiah. All
Editor Israel has been saved as Paul said they would be in the Book of Romans. Furthermore,
Volume 3 theindividual’ sbehavior isexemplary. Heiskind, benevolent, and apparently all-know-

ing. In short, he emul atesthe characteristics of Jesus Christ in every way. Suddenly, you
Zg::blz; are being pressured by other Christians to acknowledge this person as Jesus Christ and

make apilgrimageto Jerusalemto pay homage. What will you do?Y our responseissure
to haveeternal implications. What if heisn’t Jesus Christ?What if Heis?How would you
All correspondence should be know for sure?

addressed to: i ) )
If the understanding of the Early Church Father Hippolytusis correct, that far-fetched

scenario could soon cometo pass. | don’t know about you, but | personally want to make
sure| understand the message of the Scriptures so that | can make an informed decision,
onethat will result in receiving God’ s reward—eternity in His presence.

Voice of Elijah
P.O. Box 28201
Dallas, TX 75228

Even if that were not to happen, what could be more important than a study of God’'s
Word to prepare for other decisionswe' re certain to have to makein the daysto come? |
believethethingsthat I, likeyou, havelearned from thearticlesin thisnewsletter and the
u.s. $20.00 first volume of The Resurrection Theology Series—Not All Israel Is|srael—have con-
Canada $25.00 tributed to my goal of an accurate understanding of the Gospel message.

Abroad $48.00

Subscription rates:
(1 year, U.S. Funds)

Reader’s | nput

Articles published
by permission of
The Elijah Project.

We publish TheVoiceof Elijah four timesayear. Our ministry inthisendeavor isto pre-
pare True Believersfor the soon Return of Jesus Christ. To help us present the necessary
informationintheclearest possibleway, we sent out aquestionnairewith January’ sissue
of The Voice of Elijah. We were looking for specific input to help us produce a more

Except when otherwise noted readable newsletter. We received several helpful suggestions. Here are some responses
Scripture taken from the that come under the heading of “general encouragement”:

NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE,

© 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, “ It takes me awhile to get through each newsletter. Usually | skiman articleand go
1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988. back and read and study more car efully those that interest me. Thereisdepth to most

of thearticleswhich does not allow for easy reading, but | likethe challenge of study
and additional knowledge.”

The Lockman Foundation.
Used by permission.

“You writeit, I'll read it.”
Bolded Scripture reflects the

emphasis of the author. “Keepitup. Truthwill setusfree. .. Weknowyou’ reon courseof theHoly Ghost.”

“1 ameager to get more of The Teaching. | particularly likelearning about the para-
The excerpt from Hippolytus’ bolic images.”
Commentary on the Book of
Daniel was taken from “1think thisisaveryimportant publication— go back fromtimetotimetorereadthe
The Ante-Nicene Fathers articles. Thank you very much.”
by A. Roberts and J. Donaldson,
Edinburgh, 1885. Scripture “ Great publication! Keep boldly proclaiming the Gospel. Do not be discouraged by
quoted in the article is the letters from those who are seeking a ‘fast food’ Gospel.”

author’s translation. Some of you told us you had trouble with the layout. One reader put it like this:

Copyright © 1992, 2003, 2008 “| don't like skipping around in the pages—but likethe Lord said, ‘ seek and ye shall
by Voice of Elijah, Inc. find.””
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So, beginning withthisissue, we havetried to simplify thelayout of the newsl etter.

We fully intended to “lighten up” the content of thisissue aswell. Aswe said in the
January issue, we thought the in-depth approach could be reserved for the books in
TheResurrection Theology Series. However, asyou’ll seeinthisissue, it’ snot easy to
treat some topics “lightly.”

Your Questions

Wealsoreceived requestsfor articleson different aspectsof The Teaching. Y ou asked
for just about everything, from more articles on holiness to an article on the feasts of
Israel. Bepatient. Intimewewill cover themall. Thisissuewasoriginally supposed to
include another article on holiness. Instead, it has one on the feasts of Israel. One
reader asked a single question that provided the catalyst for the change in the subject
matter of thisissue:

“...doall of the actions of Antiochus Epiphanesin Daniel 11 foreshadow the ex-
act actions of Antichrist’s future reign?”

Most of thisissueisin response to the query from that one reader. Thanks, Allen.

Moving On

We value your continued input. This ministry exists to serve True Believers—those
who seek to prepare themselves for the soon Return of Jesus Christ. If you
whole-heartedly, and with honest heart, seek to know and understand the Old Testa-
ment Gospel of Jesus Christ, we are nothing more than your servants, seeking to pro-
videtherequiredfood for al God' s Children—the House of God—intheseLast Days,
“at the proper time.” | trust you will agree thisis, in these days, a unique source of
sumptuous fare. Enjoy. But if you desire something specific, let usknow. We're here
toserve. Special ordersand ala carteare sometimesthe most tasty. | believethisissue
isaprime example.

We particularly want to hear from more of you who haveread Not All Israel Islsrael.
Tell uswhat you gained from reading the book. Share your questions and criticisms
with us—especially your criticism concerning thingsnot clearly stated. A revised edi-
tionisalways possible. From responses we have received thusfar we can tell some of
you have already anticipated the subject matter covered inthe next two volumes of the
series. Again, be patient. Those two volumes will answer questions you may never
have thought to ask. But by sending us the questions you do have, you will certainly
help us answer those.

We are also requesting your greater involvement in this ministry. Through your gen-
erous contributions, we are able to reach many more Believers much more quickly.
Consider whether othersmight al so benefit fromwhat you’ velearned by reading The
Voice of Elijah and other publicationsfrom The Elijah Project. Have they broad-
ened your understanding of the Scriptures? Would you like to see others benefit as
you have? Please contribute as you feel God would have you.

For those who live in the Dallas/Ft.Worth area, our Sunday radio program on 1170
AM, KPBC, haschanged from 10:15A.M. to 1:30P.M. Al so, if you might beinterested
in attending aseminar in the future, let usknow. Wewill keep you posted asto future
timesand places. Meanwhile, pray that God’ swork might beaccomplished quickly so
that Jesus can return for His Own, and we can all go home.
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That’'sWhy He's
Called Antichrist!

From Page 1

low.] And in speaking of its“eagle wings,”
he meant that king Nebuchadnezzar wasex-
alted, and that hisglory waslifted up against
God.

Then he says “its wings were plucked
off,” i.e,, that hisglory wasdestroyed; for he
was driven out of his kingdom. And the
words, “A man’s heart was given it, and it
was made to stand upon the feet of aman,”
mean that he cameto himself again, and re-
cognised that he was but a man, and gave
the glory to God.

Then after the lioness he sees a second
beadt, “like abear” [Dan. 7:5] which signi-
fied the Persians. For after the Babylonians
the Persians obtained the power. And in
saying that “it had three ribsin its mouth,”
he pointed to the three nations, Persians,
Medes, and Babylonians, which were ex-
pressed in the image by the silver after the
gold.

Then comes the third beast, “a leop-
ard,” [Dan. 7:6] which means the Greeks;
for after the Persans, Alexander of Mac-
edon had the power, when Dariuswasover-
thrown, which was aso indicated by the
brass in the image. And in saying that the
beast “had four wings of a fowl, and four
heads,” he showed most clearly how the
kingdom of Alexander was parted into four
divisions. For in spesking of four heads, he
meant the four kingsthat arose out of it. For
Alexander, when dying, divided his king-
dom into four parts.

Then he says,

“The fourth beast (was) dreadful and
terrible: it had iron teeth, and claws of
brass.”

[Daniel 7:7]

Who, then, are meant by this but the
Romans, whose kingdom, the kingdom
that still stands, is expressed by the iron?
“for,” sayshe, “itslegsareof iron.” [Dan.
2:33]

After this, then, what remains, be-
loved, but the toes of the feet of theimage,
in which “part shall be of iron and part of
clay mixed together?’ [Dan. 2:41] By the
toes of thefeet he meant, mystically, theten
kings that rise out of that kingdom.

As Daniel says, “I considered the
beast; and, lo, (therewere) ten hornsbehind,
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among which shall come up another little
horn springing from them;” by which none
other is meant than the antichrist that isto
rise; and he shall set up the kingdom of Ju-
dah.

And in saying that “three horns’ were
“plucked up by theroots’ by thisone, heindi-
cates the three kings of Egypt, Libya, and
Ethiopia, whom thisonewill day inthearray
of war. And when he has conquered all, he
will prove himself a terrible and savage ty-
rant and will causetribulation and persecu-
tion to the saints, exalting himself against
them.

[COMMENT: Hippolytus understands
the Antichrist will establish “the kingdom of
Judah” before waging war to defest Egypt,
Libya, and Ethiopia. He will then seek to as-
sassinate Believers (“saints’) theworld over.
Hippolytus has taken this information from
Danid 11:43-44. See his discussion on that
passage below.]

And after him, it remainsthat “ the stone”
shall come from heaven which “smote the
image” and shivered it, and subverted dl the
kingdoms, and gavethekingdomto the saints
of the Most High. This “became a great
mountain, and filled the whole earth.”

[COMMENT: Here Hippolytus begins
his detailed comparison of thevisionin Dan-
iel 2 with the onein Daniel 7.]

As these things, then, are destined to
cometo pass, and asthetoesof theimageturn
out to be democracies, and the ten horns of
the beast are distributed among ten kings, let
us look at what is before us more carefully,
and scan it, asit were, with open eye.

The*golden head of theimage” isidenti-
cal with the “lioness,” by which the Babylo-
nians were represented. “The golden
shouldersandthearmsof silver” arethesame
with the “bear,” by which the Persians and
Medes are meant. “The belly and thighs of
brass’ arethe"leopard,” by which the Greeks
who ruled from Alexander onwards are in-
tended.

The “legs of iron” are the “dreadful and
terrible beast,” by which the Romans who
hold the empire now are meant. The “toes of
clay andiron” arethe“ten horns’ which areto
be. The “one other little horn springing up in
their midst” is the antichrist. The stone that
“smites the image and breaks it in pieces,”
and that filled the whole earth, is Christ, who
comes from heaven and brings judgment on
the world.

[COMMENT: What follows now is spec-
ulation as to God's Eternal Calendar of

Events. (See “When the Trumpet Sounds,” in
thisissue) It clearly is not part of what the
Apostle John taught. Either an unknown au-
thor has inserted his own interpretation into
this commentary, or Hippolytus dipped in a
bit of speculation of hisown. Thisisthetype
of speculative interpretation that infiltrated
the Church through the Gnosgtics. It eventually
becamewidespread and completely corrupted
The Apostolic Teaching. (See “Gnostic Be-
liefsand Early Church Teaching,” The Voice
of Elijah, October 1991.) | have bolded those
itemsthat have some significance. Therest is
speculation, more or less)

But that we may not leave our subject at
this point undemonstrated, we are obliged to
discuss the matter of the times, of which a
man should not speak hastily, because they
arealight to him. For asthetimesarenoted
from the foundation of the world, and
reckoned from Adam, they set clearly be-
fore us the matter with which our inquiry
desls.

For the first appearance of our Lordin
the flesh took place in Bethlehem, under
Augustus, intheyear 5500; and He suffered
in the thirty-third year. And 6,000 years
must needs be accomplished, in order
that the Sabbath may come, the rest, the
holy day “onwhich God rested from all His
works.”

For the Sabbath is the type and em-
blem of the future kingdom of the saints,
whenthey “ shall reign with Christ,” when He
comesfrom heaven, as John saysinhisApoc-
alypse: for “aday with the Lord is as a thou-
sand years.” [Ps. 90:4] Since, then, in sIX
days God made al things, it follows that
6,000 years must be fulfilled. And they are
not yet fulfilled, asJohn says. “fivearefdlen;
oneis,” that is, the sixth; “the other is not yet
come.” [Rev. 17:10]

In mentioning the “ other,” moreover, he
specifies the seventh, in which there is rest.
But someone may beready to say, “How will
you prove to methat the Saviour wasbornin
theyear 55007" Learn that easily, O man; for
thethingsthat took place of old in the wil-
derness, under Moses, in thecase of theta-
bernacle, were constituted types and
emblems of spiritual mysteries, in order
that, when the truth came in Christ in these
last days, you might be able to perceive that
these things were fulfilled.

For He says to him, “And thou shalt
maketheark of imperishablewood, and shalt
overlay it with pure gold within and without;
and thou shalt make thelength of it two cubits

and a half, and the breadth thereof one cubit
and ahalf and a cubit and a haf the height;”
[Ex. 25:10] which measures, when summed
up together, make five cubits and a half, so
that the 5,500 years might be signified
thereby.

At that time, then, the Saviour appeared
and showed His own body to the world,
(born) of the Virgin, who wasthe “ark over-
laid with pure gold,” with the Word within
andtheHoly Spirit without; sothat thetruthis
demonstrated, and the “ark” made manifest.
From the birth of Christ, then, we must
reckon the 500 years that remain to make up
the 6,000 and thus the end shall be.

And that the Saviour appeared in the
world, bearing theimperishableark, Hisown
body, at atime which was the fifth and half,
John declares: “Now it was the sixth hour,”
[Rev. 19:10] he says, intimating by that,
one-half of theday. But aday withthelLordis
1000 years, and the half of that, therefore, is
500 years.

For it was not meet that He should ap-
pear earlier, for the burden of the law till
endured, nor yet when the sixth day was
fulfilled (for the baptism is changed), but
on thefifth and half, in order that in there-
maining half time the gospel might be
preached to thewholeworld, and that when
the sixth day was completed He might end
the present life.

Since, then, the Persians held the mas-
tery for 330 years, and after them the Greeks,
who were yet more glorious, held it for 300
years, of necessity the fourth beast, as being
strong and mightier than all that were before
it, will reign 500 years.

[COMMENT: Here the alegorical inter-
polation ends and we find a succinct sum-
mary of the Truth Hippolytus understood
clearly.]

When the times are fulfilled, and the
ten horns spring from the beast in the last
(times), then Antichrist will appear among
them. When he makes war against the
saints, and persecutes them, then may we
expect the manifestation of the Lord from
heaven.

Daniel 8

The prophet having thus instructed us
with al exactness as to the certainty of the
thingsthat areto be, broke off from his pres-
ent subject, and passed again to the kingdom
of the Persians and Greeks, recounting to us
another vision whichtook place, and wasful-
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filled in its proper time; in order that, by es-
tablishing our belief in this, he might be able
to present usto God asreadier believersinthe
things that are to be.

Accordingly, what hehad narrated inthe
first vision, he again recountsin detail for the
edification of the faithful. For by the “ram
pushing westward, and northward, and
southward,” [Dan. 8:4] he means Darius, the
king of the Persians, who overcame dl the
nations; “for,” sayshe, “these beasts shall not
stand before him.”

And by the* he-goat that camefromthe
west,” [Dan. 8:5] he means Alexander the
Macedonian, the king of the Greeks; and in
that he “came against that very ram, and
was moved with choler, and smote him
upon the face, and shivered him, and cast
him upon the ground, and stamped upon
him” [Dan. 8:7]. This expresses just what
has happened.

For Alexander waged war against Dar-
ius, and overcame him, and made himsalf
master of thewhole sovereignty, after routing
and destroying hiscamp. Then, after theexal-
tation of the he-goat, hishorn—the great one,
namely—was broken; and there arose four
horns under it, toward the four winds of
heaven.

For, when Alexander had made him-
self master of all theland of Persia, and had
reduced its peopleinto subjection, hethere-
upon died, after dividing his kingdom into
four principalities, as has been shown
above.

And from that time “ one horn was ex-
alted, and waxed great, evento the power
of heaven; and by himthe sacrifice,” he
says, “ wasdisturbed, and righteousness
cast down to the ground.”

[Daniel 8:9-12]

[COMMENT: Notice Hippolytus has
substituted “righteousness’ for “truth.” The
Early Church Fathers are apt to do this be-
cause they understood righteousness comes
through belief in the Truth.]

For Antiochus arose, surnamed
Epiphanes, who was of thelineof Alexander.
And after he had reigned in Syria, and
brought under him all Egypt, he went up to
Jerusdem, and entered the sanctuary, and
seized dl the treasures in the house of the
Lord, and the golden candlestick, and the ta-
ble, and the dtar, and made a great slaughter
in the land; even asit is written:

“ And the sanctuary shall be trodden un-
der foot, unto evening and unto morn-

The parabolic imagery of the Prophets, including the imagery found in the visions of Daniel, co-
mes from a variety of sources. All of the imagery, in one way or another, points to the symbols of the
ancient polytheistic religions of the nations surrounding Israel. The winged man-bull above is a curi-
ous example of how the ancients, in this case the Assyrians, used symbols to convey meaning. The
wings indicate the creature is a supernatural being, capable of traversing great distances quickly.
The hat with three horns curving up to the front from either side signify divine royalty. The bull body
symbolizes the power of the supreme god of the pantheon. The long beard conveys the idea of di-
vine wisdom. Massive stone reliefs like the one above have been discovered guarding the en-
trances to Assyrian palaces and temples. A part of their function was to remind the viewer that the
divine inhabitant of the palace or temple was a wise, all-powerful being.
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ing, a thousand and three hundred
days.”
[Daniel 8:13-14]

[CoMMENT: Notethediscrepancy inthe
number in thisquotation of thetext of Daniel.
Hippolytus may have been mentally dividing
2300 sacrifices by two sacrifices per
day—the evening and morning sacri-
fices—and thus misquoted the text.]

For it happened that the sanctuary re-
mained desolate during that period, three
yearsand ahalf, that the thousand and three
hundred days might befulfilled; until Judas
Maccabaaus arose after the death of hisfa
ther Matthias, and withstood him, and de-
stroyed the encampment of Antiochus, and
delivered the city, and recovered the sanc-
tuary and restored it in strict accordance
with the law.

Daniel 9

Since, then, the angel Gabriel aso re-
counted these things to the prophet, as they
have been understood by us, asthey haveaso
taken place, and asthey have been dll clearly
described in the books of the Maccabees, let
us see further what he says on the other

weeks. For when he read the book of Jere-
miah the prophet, in which it was written that
the sanctuary would be desolate seventy
years, he made confession with fastings and
supplications, and prayed that the people
might return sooner fromtheir captivity tothe
city Jerusalem. Thus, then, he speaks in his
account:

“In the first year of Darius the son of
Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes,
who was king over the realm of the
Chaldeans, | Daniel understood in the
books the number of the years, as the
word of the LORD had cometo Jeremiah
the prophet, for the accomplishment of
the desolation of Jerusalem in seventy
years,”

[Daniel 9:1 ff.]

etc. After his confession and supplica
tion, the angel saysto him, “Thou art a man
greatly beloved” for thou desirest to see
thingsof which thou shalt beinformed by me;
and in their own timethese thingswill beful-
filled; and he touched me, saying,

“ Seventy weeks are determined upon
thy people, and upon the holy city, to
seal up sins and to blot out transgres-

sions, and to seal up vision and prophet,
and to anoint the Most Holy; and thou
shalt know and understand, that from
the going forth of words for the answer,
and for the building of Jerusalem, unto
Christ the Prince, shall be seven weeks,
and threescore and two weeks.”
[Daniel 9:24-25]

[COMMENT: Here Hippolytus
launches into an explanation of the chro-
nology involved in calculating Daniel’s
Seventy Weeks of Years. His explanation
should not be dismissed lightly. It may ex-
plainthedivision of the seventy weeksinto
three segments divided by indefinite gaps
of time. The most prevalent reckoning to-
day begins from the time of Nehemiah,
around 445 B.C. However thetimeisreck-
oned, the death of Jesus Christ at the end of
the sixty-two weeksisclear: “Messiah will
be cut off ...” (See Not All Israel Islsrael,
pp. 199-200, note 16.)]

Having mentioned therefore seventy
weeks, and having divided them into two
parts, inorder that what was spoken by himto
the prophet might be better understood, he
proceeds thus, “Unto Christ the Prince shall
be seven weeks,” which make forty-nine

KINGDOM/King:

Daniel 2
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Daniel 7
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years. It wasin thetwenty-first year that Dan-
iel saw these things in Babylon. Hence, the
forty-nine years added to the twenty-one,
make up the seventy years, of which the
blessed Jeremiah spake:

“The sanctuary shall be desolate sev-
enty years from the captivity that befell
them under Nebuchadnezzar; and after
these things the people will return, and
sacrifice and offering will be presented,
when Christ istheir Prince.”
[Jeremiah 25:11 —paraphrase]

Now of what Christ doeshe speak, but of
Jesus the son of Josedech, [Zech. 6:11] who
returned at that time along with the people,
and offered sacrifice according to the law, in
the seventieth year, when the sanctuary was
built?For all thekingsand priestswere styled
Christs because they were anointed with the
holy oil, which Moses of old prepared.

These, then, borethenameof theLordin
their own persons, showing aforetime the
type, and presenting the image until the per-
fect King and Priest appeared from heaven,
who alonedid thewill of the Father; asalso it
iswrittenin Kings: “And | will raisemeup a
faithful priest, that shall do all things accord-
ing to my heart.” [1 Sam. 2:35]

In order, then, to show the time when
Heisto comewhom the blessed Daniel de-
sired to see, he says, “And after seven
weeks there are other threescore and two
weeks,” which period embraces the space
of 434 years.

For after thereturn of the peoplefrom
Babylon under the leadership of Jesusthe
son of Josedech, and Ezrathe scribe, and
Zerubbabel the son of Salathiel, of the
tribe of David, there were 434 years unto
the coming of Christ, in order that the
Priest of priests might be manifested in
the world, and that He who taketh away
the sins of the world might be evidently
set forth, as John speaks concerning Him:
“Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh
away the sin of the world!” [Jn. 1:29]

And in like manner Gabrid says: “To
blot out transgressions, and make reconcilia-
tion for sins.” But who has blotted out our
transgressions? Paul the apostle teaches us,
saying, “He is our peace who made both
one” [Eph. 2:14] and then, “Blotting out the
handwriting of sinsthat wasagainst us.” [Cal.
2:14]

That transgressions, therefore, are blot-
ted out, and that reconciliation is made for
sins, is shown by this. But who are they who

have reconciliation made for their sins, but
they who believe on Hisname, and propitiate
His countenance by good works?

And that after the return of the people
from Babylon therewas aspace of 434 years,
until the time of the birth of Christ, may be
easily understood. For, since the first cove-
nant was given to the children of Isragl after a
period of 434 years, it followsthat the second
covenant also should be defined by the same
space of time, in order that it might be ex-
pected by the peopleand easily recognised by
the faithful.

[CoOMMENT: Note the discrepancy with
Exodus 12:40 where 430 years are men-
tioned. Also, Hippolytusseemsto understand
the sixty-two weeks end with the birth of
Christ. However, his statements concerning
theNew Covenant reveal helackscrucia bits
of The Teaching. God ratified the New Cove-
nant with Jesus Christ at His baptism and
with Believers at His death. Therefore, we
must assume specific details of The Teaching
regarding the Seventy Weeks had been cor-
rupted by Hippolytus time]

And for this reason Gabriel says. “And
to anoint theMost Holy.” And the Most Holy
is none else but the Son of God aone, who,
when He came and manifested Himself, said

the Book of Revelation

Daniel 9 Daniel 11-12 Revelation 8-11
Seventy Weeks Historical Details The Seventh Seal
Seven Weeks of Years 1 “Three more kings ... " (v.2)

“Afourth ...” (v.2)
Sixty-Two Weeks of Years “a mighty king ..." (v.3)

“his kingdom ... parcelled out ..." (v. 4)

“a despicable person ..." (v. 21)

— Unmentioned span of time —

Final Week of Years ‘ “king will do as he pleases ..."(v. 36) “They have as king ..." (Rev. 9:11)

“Those who have insight ..."” (12:10)

“My two witnesses ... twelve hundred sixty days..."
(Rev. 11:3)
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to them, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because He has anointed me;” [Isa. 61:1; Lk.
4:18] and so forth.

Whosoever, therefore, believed on the
heavenly Priest, were cleansed by that same
Priest, and their sins were blotted out. And
whosoever believed not on Him, despising
Him as aman, had their sins sealed, as those
which could not be taken away; whence the
angel, foreseeing that not all should believe
on Him, said, “To finish sins, and to sea up
sins” For asmany as continued to disbelieve
Him, even to the end, had their sins not fin-
ished, but sealed to be kept for judgment. But
asmany aswill believeon Him asOneableto
remit sins, have their sins blotted out.

Wher efore he says. “And to seal up
vision and prophet.” For when He came
who is the fulfilling of the law and of the
prophets (for thelaw and the prophetswere
till John), it was necessary that thethings
spoken by them should be confirmed
(sealed), in order that at the coming of
the Lord all things loosed should be
brought to light, and that things bound
of old should now be loosed by Him, as
the Lord said Himself to the rulers of the
peoplewhen they wereindignant at thecure
on the Sabbath-day:

“ Yehypocrites, doth not each one of you
loosehisox or hisassfromthestall, and
lead him away to watering? and ought
not this woman, being a daughter of
Abraham, whom Satan hath bound
these eighteen years, be loosed on the
Sabbath-day?”

[Luke 13:15, 16]

Whomsoever, therefore, Satan bound in
chains, these did the Lord on His coming
loose from the bonds of death, having bound
our strong adversary and delivered humanity.
As dso Isaiah says. “Then will He say to
thosein chains, Go forth; and to them that are
in darkness, Show yourselves.” [Isa. 49:9]

And that the things spoken of old by
the law and the prophets were all sealed,
and that they were unknown to men, |sa-
iah declareswhen he says:

“And they will deliver the book that is
sealed to one that is learned, and will
say to him, Read this; and hewill say, |
cannot read it, for it is sealed.”

[Isaiah 29:11]

[COMMENT: Hippolytus has now begun
explaining that the meaning of Scripture was
sedled prior to theresurrection of Jesusand that

He “loosed” His Apostles by reveding it to
them. (See “Jesus Talks About the Mystery,”
The Voice of Elijah, January 1991, and
“Where Are Jesus Disciples?” The Voice of
Elijah, April 1991.) Hippolytus accurately un-
derstood that Isaiah’ s prophecy concerning the
sedled book refers to the Scriptures. (See the
book, The Mystery of Scripture)) He also un-
derstood the miracle of Jesus “loosing” the
woman fromaninfirmity wasaparabolic pan-
tomime of how an accurate understanding of
the Word of God “looses’ the True Believer.
However, we can easily seefromwhat follows
that his understanding of The Teaching fdters
here because he then, with faulty logic, applies
the “loosing” to the sedled Scriptures rather
than to Believers. That leadshim to assumethe
vison of John recorded in Revelaion 5:1 ff.
had been fulfilled. Notice also that he believes
the Churchisthe “key” that fulfillsthat vision.
How that ishedoesn’t say. Heseemsto assume
heis part of that process]

It was meet and necessary that the
things spoken of old by the prophets
should be sealed to the unbelieving Phari-
sees, whothought that they under stood the
letter of the law, and be opened to the be-
lieving. Thethings, therefore, which of old
wer e sealed, are now by the grace of God
theLord all open to the saints.

For He was Himsdlf the perfect Seal,
and the Church is the key: “He who
openeth, and no man shutteth; and
shutteth, and no man openeth,” [Rev. 3:7]
John says. And again, the same says:

“And | saw, on theright hand of Him
that sat on the throne, a book written
within and without, sealed with seven
seals; and | saw an angel proclaiming
with a loud voice, Who is worthy to
open the book, and to loose the seals
thereof ?”

[Revelation 5:1-2]

and so forth.

“And | beheld in the midst of the
throne, and of the four beasts, a Lamb
standing slain, having seven horns,
and seven eyes, which are the seven
Spirits of God sent forth into all the
earth. And He came and took the book
out of the right hand of Him that sat
upon the throne. And when He had
taken the book, the four beasts and
four-and-twenty elders fell down be-
fore the Lamb, having harps and
golden vials full of incense, which is

the prayersof the saints. And they sing
anew song, saying, Thou art worthy to
take the book, and to open the seals
thereof: for Thou wast slain, and hast
redeemed us to God by Thy blood.”
[ Revelation 5:6-9]

He took the book, therefore, and
loosed it, in order that the things spoken
concerning Him of old in secret, might
now be proclaimed with boldnessupon the
house-tops. [Matt. 10:27]

[COMMENT: Notethat Hippolytusisin-
consistent in his use of terminology. The
message of Scriptureis*sealed” to the Phari-
seesand “open” to the saints. He did not un-
derstand that Scriptureitself had not yet been
“opened,” but only an accurate understand-
ing of its message had been given to the
Apostles by revelation. Therefore, that un-
derstanding could betainted by falseteaching
and, finaly, lost atogether. (See “The Au-
thority of Scripture,” The Voice of Elijah,
January 1991, and “The Protestant Confes-
sion: The Church Lost The Teaching,” The
Voice of Elijah, January 1992.) Hippolytus
appearsto have already fallen prey to the as-
sumption common in our own time that, be-
cause Jesus had revealed the meaning of
Scripture to His Apostles and, through their
ministry, to the many Believers who under-
stood at |east some of that message, Scripture
itself had been unsealed. Belief in that false
teaching will be costly to those of our own
time)]

For thisreason, then, theangel saysto
Danidl, “ Seal thewor dsfor thevisionisun-
til theend of thetime.” But toChrist it was
not said “seal,” but “loose” the things
bound of old; in order that, by His grace,
we might know thewill of the Father, and
believe upon Him whom He has sent for
the salvation of men, Jesusour Lord.

He says, therefore, “They shdl return,
and the street shall be built, and the wall;”
whichinreality took place. For the peoplere-
turned and built the city, and the temple, and
thewall round about. Then he says.

“ After threescore and two weeks the
timeswill befulfilled, and one week will
make a covenant with many; and in the
midst (half) of theweek sacrificeand ob-
lationwill beremoved, andinthetemple
will betheabomination of desolations.”
(Daniel 9:27)

For when the threescore and two
weeksar efulfilled, and Christiscome, and
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the Gospel is preached in every place, the
times being then accomplished, there will
remain only one week, the last, in which
Elijah will appear, and Enoch, and in the
midst of it the abomination of desolation
will be manifested, viz., Antichrist, an-
nouncing desolation to the world. And
when he comes, the sacrifice and oblation
will beremoved, which now are offered to
God in every place by the nations.

[CoMMENT: Notice that Hippolytus
considersthe “abomination of desolation” to
be Antichrist’s existence as a man in this
realm. Heisalluding to anincrediblemystery
of Scripture that is not easily explained. By
his reference to the manifestation of the
Antichrist “in the midst of” the week, he
meanstheanointing of the Antichrist asking.
Only after that event will Satan begin to man-
ifest his true character, turning on the world
with avengeance]

Danid 10

These things being thus recounted, the
prophet again describesanother visonto us. For
he had no other care save to be accuratdly in-
gructed in al thingsthat are to be, and to prove
himsdf an ingtructor in such. He says then:

“In the third year of Cyrus king of Per-
sia, a word was revealed unto Daniel,
whose name was Belshazzar; and the
word wastrue, and great power and un-
derstanding were given him in the vi-
sion. In those days, | Daniel was
mourning three weeks of days. | ate no
pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor
wineinto my mouth, neither did | anoint
myself at all, till three weeks of days
were fulfilled.

[Daniel 10:1 ff.]

“On the fourth day of the first month |
humbled myself,” says he, “one and twenty
days,” praying to the living God, and asking
of Him the revelation of the mystery.

[CoMMENT: Compare this phrase with
Paul’s statements in Romans 16:25 and
Ephesians 3:3. See dso Not All Isradl Isls
rael, p. 203ff., and The Mystery of Scripture.]

And the Father in truth heard me, and
sent His own Word, to show what should
happen by Him. And that took place, indeed,
by thegreat river. For it wasmeet that the Son
should be manifested there, where aso He
was to remove sins.

“And | lifted up mine eyes,” he says,
“and, behold, aman clothed in linen.” [Dan.

10:5] Inthefirst vision he says, “Behold, the
angel Gabriel (was) sent.” [Dan. 8:16] Here,
however, itisnot so; but he seesthe L ord, not
yet indeed as perfect man, but with the ap-
pearance and form of man, as he says. “And,
behold, aman clothed in linen.”

For in being clothed in a various-col-
oured coat, he indicated mystically the vari-
ety of the graces of our caling. For the
priestly coat was made up of different
colours, asvariousnationswaited for Christ’s
coming, in order that we might be made up
(asonebody) of many colours. “ Andhisloins
were girded with the gold of Ophaz.” [Dan.
10:5]

Now theword “ Ophaz,” whichisaword
transferred from Hebrew to Greek, denotes
pure gold. With a pure girdle, therefore, he
wasgirded round theloins. For theWord was
to bear us dl, binding us like a girdle round
His body, in His own love. The complete
body was His, but we are members in His
body, united together, and sustained by the
Word Himself.

“And hisbody waslike Tharses.” [Dan.
10:6] Now “Tharses,” by interpretation, is
“Ethiopians.” For that it would be difficult to
recognize Him, the prophet had thus already
announced beforehand, intimating that He
would be manifested inthefleshintheworld,
but that many would find it difficult to recog-
nize Him.

“And hisface as lightning, and his eyes
aslampsof fire;” [Dan. 10:6] for it was meet
that thefiery and judicia power of the Word
should be signified aforetime, in the exercise
of which He will cause the fire (of Hisjudg-
ment) to light with justice upon the impious,
and consume them.

He added aso these words: “And his
arms and hisfeet like polished brass;” [Dan.
10:6] to denote the first calling of men, and
the second calling like unto it, viz., of the
Gentiles.

“For the last shall be as thefirst; for |
will set thy rulers as at the beginning,
and thy leadersas before. And Hisvoice
was as the voice of a great multitude.”
[Revelation 19:6]

For dl we who believe on Him in these
days utter things oracular, as speaking by His
mouth the things appointed by Him. And &f-
ter alittle He saysto him:

“ Knowest thou wherefore | come unto
thee? And now will | return to fight with
theprince of Persia. But | will showthee
that which is noted in the Scripture of

truth: and there is none that holdeth
with meinthesethingsbut Michael your
prince, and | left himthere. For fromthe
day that thou didst givethy countenance
to be afflicted before the Lord thy God,
thy prayer was heard, and | was sent to
fight with the prince of Persia:” for a
certain counsel was formed not to send
the people away: “that therefore thy
prayer might be speedily granted, |
withstood him, and left Michael there.”
[Daniel 10:12 ff.]

Andwho was hethat spake, but the an-
gel who was given to the people, as he says
inthelaw of Moses: “1 will not go withyou,
because the people is stiff-necked; but my
angel shall go beforealong withyou?’ [Ex.
33:2-5] This (angel) withstood Moses at
the inn, when he was bringing the child
uncircumcised into Egypt. For it wasnot al-
lowed Moses, who wasthe elder (or legate)
and mediator of the law, and who pro-
claimed the covenant of the fathers, to in-
troduce a child uncircumcised, lest he
should be deemed a false prophet and de-
ceiver by the people. “And now,” says he,
“will | show the truth to thee.” Could the
Truth have shown anything else but the
truth?

Daniel 11

He saystherefore to him;

“Behold, there shall stand up three
kings in Persia: and the fourth shall be
far richer thanthey all; and when hehas
got possession of his riches, he shall
stand up against all the realms of
Greece. And a mighty king shall stand
up, and shall rule with great dominion,
and do according to hiswill; and when
his kingdom stands, it shall be broken,
and shall be divided toward the four
winds of heaven.” [Daniel 11:2-4]

These things we have already discussed
above, when we discoursed upon the four
beasts [Dan. 7]. But since Scripture now
again setsthem forth explicitly, we must aso
discourse upon them a second time, that we
may not leave Scripture unused and unex-
plained.

“Thereshall stand up yet threekings,” he
says, “in Persig and the fourth shall be far
richer than they all.” This has been fulfilled.
For after Cyrus arose Darius, and then
Artaxerxes. Thesewerethethreekings; (and)
the Scripture isfulfilled.
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“And the fourth shall be far richer than
they al.” Whoisthat but Darius, who reigned
and made himself glorious, —who wasrich,
and assailed al therealmsof Greece? Against
him rose Alexander of Macedon, who de-
stroyed his kingdom; and after he had re-
duced the Persians, his own kingdom was
divided toward the four winds of heaven. For
Alexander at his death divided his kingdom
into four principdities.

“ And a king shall stand up, and shall en-
ter into thefortressof theking of Egypt.”
[Daniel 11:21-24]

For Antiochus becameking of Syria. He
held the sovereignty in the 107th year of the
kingdom of the Greeks. And in those same
times indeed he made war against Ptolemy
king of Egypt, and conquered him, and won
the power.

On returning from Egypt he went up to
Jerusalem, in the 103d year, and carrying off
withhimall thetreasuresof the Lord’ shouse,
he marched to Antioch. And after two years
of days the king sent his raiser of taxes into
the cities of Judea, to compel the Jews to
forsakethe laws of their fathers, and sub-
mit to the decrees of the king.

And he came, and tried to compel
them, saying, “Come forth, and do the
commandment of the king, and ye shall
live” But they said, “We will not come
forth, neither will we do the king's com-
mandment; we will diein our innocency:
and he dew of them a thousand souls.”

[COMMENT: 1 Macc. 2:33. These were
thefoundersof the Jewish sect of the Essenes.
The Pharisees split off from them because of
this disaster.]

The things, therefore, which were spo-
ken to the blessed Danidl are fulfilled: “And
my servants shall be afflicted, and shall fall
by famine, and by sword, and by captivity.”
[Dan. 11:33] Daniel, however, adds: “And
they shall be holpen with alittlehelp.” For at
that time Matthias arose, and Judas
Maccabaaus, and helped them, and delivered
them from the hand of the Greeks.

That therefore was fulfilled which was
spoken in the Scripture. He proceeds then
thus:

“ And the (king' s) daughter of the South
shall come to the king of the North to
make an agreement with him; and the
arms of him that bringeth her shall not
stand; and she, too, shall besmitten, and
shall fall, and he that bringeth her.”
[Daniel 11:6]

For this was a certain Ptolemais, queen
of Egypt. At that time indeed she went forth
with her two sons, Ptolemy and Philometor,
to make an agreement with Antiochusking of
Syria; and when she cameto Scythopolis, she
was dain there. For he who brought her be-
trayed her. At that same time, the two broth-
ers made war against each other, and
Philometor wasdain, and Ptolemy gained the
power. War, then, was again made by Ptol-
emy against Antiochus, (and) Antiochus met
him. For thus saith the Scripture:

“ And theking of the South shall stand up
against the king of the North, and her
seed shall stand up against him.”
[Daniel 11:7]

And what seed but Ptolemy, who made
war with Antiochus? And Antiochus having
gone forth against him, and having failed to
overcome him, had to flee, and returned to
Antioch, and collected alarger host.

Ptolemy accordingly took his whole
equipment, and carried it into Egypt. And the
Scriptureis fulfilled, as Daniel says: And he
shall carry off into Egypt their gods, and their
cast-works, and dl their precious (vessels of)
gold. [Dan. 11:8]

And &fter these things Antiochus went
forth asecond time to make war against him,
and overcome Ptolemy. And after these
events Antiochus commenced hostilities
again againgt the children of Isradl, and des-
patched one Nicanor with a large army to
subduethe Jews, at thetimewhen Judas, after
thedesath of Matthias, ruled the people, and so
forth, asis written in the Maccabees.

These events having taken place, the
Scripture says again:

“ And there shall stand up another king,
and he shall prevail upon the earth; and
the king of the South shall stand up, and
he shall obtain his daughter to wife.”
[Daniel 11:17]

For it happened that there arose acertain
Alexander son of Philip. He withstood
Antiochus at that time, and made war upon
him, and cut him off, and gained possession
of the kingdom.

[COMMENT: For “Antiochus’ in the
text, read “Demetrius.”]

Then he sent to Ptolemy king of Egypt,
saying, Give me thy daughter Cleopatra to
wife. And he gave her to Alexander to wife.
And thus the Scripture is fulfilled, when it
says. “And he shall obtain his daughter to
wife” And it saysfurther: “And he shal cor-

rupt her, and she shall not be hiswife.” This
also has been truly fulfilled.

For after Ptolemy had given him his
daughter, he returned, and saw the mighty
and glorious kingdom of Alexander. And
coveting its possession, he spoke falsely to
Alexander, as the Scripture says: “And the
two kings shall speak lies at (one) table”
[Danid 11:27] And, in sooth, Ptolemy be-
took himself to Egypt, and collected a great
army, and attacked the city at the time when
Alexander had marched into Cilicia

Ptolemy then invaded the country, and
established garrisons throughout the cities;
and on making himself master of Judea, set
out for his daughter, and sent letters to
Demetrius in the idands, saying, Come and
meet me here, and | will give thee my daugh-
ter Cleopatra to wife, for Alexander has
sought to kill me.

Demetrius came accordingly, and Ptol-
emy received him, and gave him her who had
been destined for Alexander. Thusisfulfilled
that which is written: “And he shall corrupt
her, and she shall not be hiswife.” Alexander
wasdain.

Then Ptolemy wore two crowns, that of
Syriaand that of Egypt, and died thethird day
after he had assumed them. Thus s fulfilled
that which iswritten in Scripture: “And they
shall not give him the glory of the kingdom.”
For he died, and received not honor from all
asking.

[COMMENT: Hippolytus accurately un-
derstood that the description of the Antichrist
beginsin Daniel 11:36.]

The prophet then, after thusrecount-
ing the things which have taken place al-
ready, and been fulfilled in their times,
declares yet another mystery to us, while
he points out the last times. For he says:

“ And there shall rise up another shame-
less king; and he shall exalt himself
above every god, and shall magnify
himself, and shall speak marvellous
things, and shall prosper till the indig-
nation be accomplished;”

[Daniel 11:36 ff.]

and so forth.

“ And these shall escape out of hishand,
Edom, and Moab, and the chief (or prin-
cipality) of the children of Ammon. And
he shall stretch forth his hand upon the
land; and theland of Egypt shall not es-
cape. And he shall have power over the
secret treasures of gold and silver, and
over all the preciousthingsof Egypt and



April 1992

11

of the Libyans, and the Ethiopians in
their strongholds.”
[Daniel 11:41-43]

Thus, then, does the prophet set forth
these things concerning the Antichrist, who
shall be shameless, awar-maker, and des-
pot, who, exalting himself above all kings
and above every god, shall build the city of
Jerusalem, and restore the sanctuary. Him
the impious will worship as God, and will
bend to him the knee, thinking himto bethe
Chrigt.

He shall cut off the two witnesses and
forerunners of Christ, who proclaim His
glorious kingdom from heaven, as it is
said:

“And | will give (power) unto my two
witnesses, and they shall prophesy a
thousand two hundred and threescore
days, clothed in sackcloth.”

[Revelation 11:3]

[COMMENT: Hippolytushasmoreto say
concerning the ministry of the two witnesses,
Elijah and Enoch, in his Treatise on Christ
and AntiChrist.]

As dso it was announced to Danidl:
“And oneweek shall confirm acovenant with
many; and in the midst of theweek it shall be
that the sacrifice and oblation shall be re-
moved’—that the one week might be shown
to be divided into two.

The two witnesses, then, shall preach
threeyearsand a half; and Antichrist shall
make war upon the saintsduring the rest of
the week, and desolate the world, that what
iswritten may be fulfilled:

“ And they shall make the abomination
of desolation for a thousand two hun-
dred and ninety days.”

[Daniel 12:11]

Daniel has spoken, therefore, of two
abominations; the one of destruction, and the
other of desolation. What is that of destruc-
tion, but that which Antiochus established
there at thetime? And what isthat of desola-
tion, but that which shall be universa when
Antichrist comes?

“ And there shall escape out of his hand,
Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the
children of Ammon.”

[Daniel 11:41]

For these are they who aly themselves
with him on account of their kinship, and first
address him as king. Those of Edom are the

sons of Esau, who inhabit Mount Seir. And
Moab and Ammon are they who are de-
scended from his two daughters, as Isaiah
aso says:

“ And they shall fly (extend themselves)
in the ships of strangers, and they shall
also plunder the sea; and those fromthe
east, and from the west, and the north,
shall give them honor: and the children
of Ammon shall first obey them.”
[Isaiah 11:14]

He shall be proclaimed king by them,
and shall be magnified by all, and shall
prove himself an abomination of desolation
totheworld, and shall reign for athousand
two hundred and ninety days.

[COMMENT: Notice that Hippolytus ac-
curately understands theworship of Satanin-
carnatein the flesh asthe Antichrist to be the
“abomination of desolation.” He explains
elsawhere what he only aludes to here: that
worship of God will al but cease when the
Antichristisrecognized asthe Messiah of Is-
rael and crowned king in the middle of thefi-
nal week. True Believerswill do well to heed
the words of Jesus recorded in Matthew
24:15-22 when they recognizethe Antichrist
has arrived. His assassins will come looking
for those with insight because they alone can
thwart his plan. As Matthew said: “Let the
reader understand.” (Matt. 24:15)]

“Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh
to the thousand three hundred and five and
thirty days,” for when the abomination com-
eth and makes war upon the saints, whoso-
ever shall survive his days, and reach the
forty-fivedays, whilethe other period of fifty
daysadvances, to him thekingdom of heaven
comes. Antichrist, indeed, enters even into
part of the fifty days, but the saints shall in-
herit the kingdom aong with Christ.

[COMMENT: Hippolytus is here refer-
ring to a sequence of events whose explana-
tion is best left for some future time.]

Danidl 12

Thesethings being thus narrated, Daniel
proceeds:

“ And behold, there stood two men, the
one on this side of the bank of theriver,
and the other on that side; and they
made answer to theman that stood upon
the bank of the river, and said to him,
How long shall it be to the end of these
wonderful words which thou hast spo-
ken? And | heard the man clothed in

linen, who was upon the water of the
river; and helifted up hisright hand and
his left hand into heaven, and sware by
Him that liveth for ever, that it shall be
for time, times, and an half; and they
shall know all thesethingswhenthedis-
persion is accomplished.”

[Daniel 12:5-7]

Who, then, were the two men who stood
on the bank of the river, but the law and the
prophets? And who was he who stood upon
the water, but He concerning whom they
prophesied of old, whointhelast timeswasto
be borne witness to by the Father at the Jor-
dan, and to be declared to the people boldly
by John, “who wore the girdle of the scribe
about hisloins, and was clothed with alinen
coat of various colours?’

These, therefore, interrogate Him know-
ing that to Him were given al government
and power, in order to learn accurately of
Him when Hewill bring the judgment on the
world, and when the things spoken by Him
will be fulfilled. And He, desiring by al
meansto convincethem, lifted Hisright hand
and His left hand to heaven, and sware by
Him that liveth for ever.

Who is He that swore, and by whom
sware He? Manifestly the Son by the Father,
saying, The Father liveth for ever, but in a
time, and times, and an half, when thedis-
persion is accomplished, they shall know
all these things.

[COMMENT: By saying “they shall
know all these things,” Hippolytus is refer-
ring to the “insight” into the mystery of the
Old Testament Gospdl granted True Believ-
ersimmediately before and after the appear-
ance of the Antichrist.]

By the stretching forth of Histwo hands
He signified His passion; and by mentioning
“atime, and times, and an hdf, whenthedis-
persion is accomplished,” He indicated the
threeyearsand ahalf of Antichrist. For by “a
time’ He means a year, and by “times’ two
years, and by an“half time” half ayear. These
arethethousand two hundred and ninety days
of which Danidl prophesied for the finishing
of thepassion, and theaccomplishment of the
dispersion when Antichrist comes. In those
daysthey shall know all thesethings.

[COMMENT: Here Hippolytus again re-
ferstothe“insight” True Believerswill have
at the End of the Age. But herehe specifically
indicates “those who have insight” will have
no doubt after the Antichrist beginshisperse-
cution of Believersinthe middle of theweek.
He also appears to be aluding to Jeremiah
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23:20 and 30:24. (See “The Forecast,” The
Voice of Elijah, April 1991.) He has moreto
say concerning thegranting of insight and the
role of Elijah and Enoch in thisregard in his
Treatise on Christ and AntiChrist.]

And from the time of the removal of
the continuous sacrifice there are also
reckoned one thousand two hundred and
ninety days. (Then) iniquity shall abound,
as the Lord also says. “Because iniquity
shall abound, the love of many shall wax
cold.” And that divisions will arise when
the falling away takes place, is without
doubt, and when divisions arise, love is
chilled. [Matt. 24:12]

[COMMENT: Here Hippolytus links the
eventsof Daniel 12 with the statements of Je-
sus recorded in Matthew 24. True Believers
should take heed. These events will take
placein the last half of the final week ]

The words, “Blessed is he that waiteth
and cometh to the thousand three hundred
and five and thirty days,” have also their
value, asthe Lord said: “But hethat shall en-
dure unto the end, the same shall be saved.”
[Matt. 24:13]

The Apostle John

(died A.D. 94)

Polycarp

(A.D. 65-155)

Irenzeus
(A.D. 120-202)

“I could describe the very place in which the
blessed Polycarp sat and taught; his going
out and coming in; the whole tenor of his
life; his personal appearance; how he would
speak of the conversations he had held with
John and the others who had seen the Lord.
How did he make mention of their words
and of whatever he had heard from them re-
specting the Lord.”

(Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. 1, p. 31)

Hippolytus

(A.D. 170-236)

Theologians today tend to ignore the writ-
ings of the Early Church Fathers before the
time of St. Augustine (ca. A.D. 400). That is
especially true with regard to those before
Origen (ca. A.D. 200), the prolific author and
teacher who taught at the catechetical school
in Alexandria, Egypt. Yet the extant works of
the Church Fathers who lived before Origen,
especially those of the three spiritual descen-
dants of the Apostle John listed above, prove
to be some of the most reliable corroborating
witnesses to the Truth of The Teaching.

Wherefore let us by no means admit
the falling away, lest iniquity abound, and
the abomination of desolation—that is, the
adversary—overtake us. And He said to
him, “unto evening”—that is, unto the con-
summation— “and morning.” What is
“morning?’ The day of resurrection. For
that is the beginning of another age, as the
morning isthe beginning of the day, and the
thousand and four hundred days are the
light of the world.

For on the appearing of the light in the
world (as He says, “I am the light of the
world”), the sanctuary shall be purged, as
hesaid, (of) theadversary. For it cannot by
any means be purged but by his destruc-
tion.

[COMMENT: Here Hippolytus is alud-
ing to the purgation of Satan, the source of all
sin, from the heavenly Holy of Holies—from
the presence of God—on the fina Day of
Atonement. (See “When the Trumpet
Sounds,” in thisissue.)]

Summary

In the foregoing, Hippolytus makes
three mgjor contributions to our understand-
ing of the fina days. Fird, he tdls us the
Antichrist will seek to be recognized and
worshipped as the Messiah of Isradl. That
agreeswith what the Apostle Paul tellsusin 2
Thessalonians 2:1-12 (See “Questions &
Answers’ in thisissue).

Satan’ s objective in becoming incarnate
as the Antichrist also explains why he is
called “antichrist.” Today we tend to think of
the Antichrist as the one who is “against”
Christ becausethe English prefix anti- means
“against.” However, the Greek prefix anti isa
preposition that means “instead of,” or “in
placeof.” Therefore, the Antichrististheone
who comes instead of or in place of Jesus
Chrigt.

Significantly, the term antichrist occurs
inthe New Testament only in the writings of
the Apostle John. It appearsthat he may have
coined theterm and that hedid sointending to
thereby designatethe primary objectiveof the
Antichris—toreplace Jesusasthe Christ. To
attain that end, the Antichrist will arise from
within or return to the nation of Israel, pre-
tending to be the Messiah and pretending to
seek the best for the Jews. Elsewhere, how-
ever, Hippolytus tells us the Antichrist cares
nothing at al for the Jews. Ultimately, the
Jewsaretheoneswho will suffer themost be-
cause of their close association with him.

The second point you should note care-
fully is the link Hippolytus makes between
the final week of Danidl’s Seventy Weeks
and the events that take place after the open-
ing of the Seventh Seal in Revelation 8. That
bit of information was accurately maintained
and transmitted to him from the Apostle John
through the ministry of Polycarp and
[renaaus.

The reader should also observe that the
eventsof the Seventh Seal occur immediately
after the sealing of a multitude of True Be-
lieversafter the Sixth Seal hasbeen openedin
Revelation 7. Those eventstake place shortly
before the beginning of the final week of
Daniel’ s Seventy Weeks. They correspond to
somedegreewith Daniel’ smention of “those
who have insight” as “those who lead the
many to righteousness’ in Daniel 12:3. All
areyet to comein the near future. (See“One
Train. One Track. Two Rails.” The Voice of
Elijah, January 1992.)

Finaly, Hippolytus understanding of
the ten horns of the fourth beast in Daniel 7
and theten toes of the great statuein Daniel 2
isingtructive. Many Christians today under-
stand those images to represent the union of
ten countriesin the European Common Mar-
ket. They shouldinstead belooking at thefact
that the ten toes came out of the two feet. Ac-
cording to Hippolytus, Israel isa“little horn”
among them. Therefore, the ten nations can
hardly be the European Common Market.

Christian scholars have failed to under-
stand that &l the visions in Daniel involve
Middle Eastern empires of which Isragl has
been a part. For the most part, from the time
of the Babylonian Captivity until May 14,
1948, Israel was subject to or part of some
other political entity. That began to change
only after World War |, when the L eague of
Nations broke the Ottoman Empire up into
smaller Commonweslths and countries.

The two feet of the image in Danidl 2
represent the Ottoman Empire. Depending
on how oneviewsthe overlapping of theland
area of the ancient Roman Empire of Jesus
day with the Ottoman Empire asit existed be-
fore World War |, there are now ten inde-
pendent countriesinstead of that one empire.
Isredl is an eleventh, a “little horn” among
them. Therefore, we have only to await the
appearance of the Antichrist in Israel. How-
ever, there still remains the not-so-minor
matter of four more seal sthat must be opened
first. Then there will be 1,260 days followed
by 1,290days. Everythinginitsorder. Let the
reader understand.
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The Voice of Elijah publishes articles based on
the findings of The Elijah Project, a private re-
search group headed by Larry D. Harper. In this
column we seek answers to general-interest ques-
tions concerning the findings, purpose, and philos-
ophy of this project.

Editor: We’ve had some interesting questions
Jrom readers. Would you mind answering a cou-
ple of them?

Elijah: If I can.

Editor: A reader in Pennsylvania asked how long
we thought it would be before we were recognized
as a “cult.” How do you respond to that?

Elijah: According to a book on cults I saw in a Christian
bookstore recently, that’s already the case. The book said
anyone who claims there is a hidden message in the Scrip-
turesis, by definition, a cult. I guess that means your newslet-
ter is a cult; or the books I write are a cult; or maybe the
people scattered all over the country who read them are a
cult. Never mind that for something to be a cult, there must
be a group of people meeting somewhere that you can join.
Thereisn’t,and there won'tbe. It’s too late for that. In light of
the incredible self-indulgence that masquerades as Chris-
tianity today, applying the “cultic” label to what we are do-
ing is near the height of ridiculous. If reading and learning
from what one finds in this newsletter and the books I pub-
lish is cultic, I guess I must belong to the Time magazine cult,
the Newsweek cult, the U.S. News and World Report cult, and
the Business Week cult. I read them all just to stay informed.
Let’s be realistic. For some activity to qualify as a cult,
there has to be some personal interaction with a cult leader.
That doesn’t exist here, and it never will. All I ask is that
people objectively consider what I write. If what they read
makes sense to them, they had best believe it. The time is
coming when confusion will reign supreme and what they
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believe will be all they have to sustain them. [Editor: See
“The Demons Also Believe (Poor Devils!)” and “Do You
Believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ?” The Voice of Elijah,
October 1991.]

If someone can’t accept that what I write is true, it is, as
they say, a free country. Let them believe what they will.
agree completely with orthodox Protestant theology.
Those who examine carefully what I write will find that it
provides insight into the biblical basis for that theology. It
fills it up from within. Only in the area of eschatology—the
beliefs concerning future things—do I differ from that of
the majority in the Christian Church. Those beliefs are not
normally considered essential doctrines. However, if what
I write is true, they soon will be.

Those Church leaders who seek to discredit what I
say—and there will be many—will do so notbecause it dis-
agrees with orthodox Protestant theology regarding salva-
tion by faith but because it refutes the basis for their
eschatology. For example, the Dispensational view of fu-
ture events is completely untenable if what I have written
in Not All Israel Is Israel is true. That book undermines the
authority of those who teach that theory. So they can be ex-
pected to react negatively. I'm sure some of them will use
the “cultic” label to sway those who are susceptible to such
scare tactics. That’s good. Anyone whose experience with
God is based on a concern for security in numbers rather
than on an intellectual search for the Truth has no part in
the Kingdom of God anyway. It’s better for True Believers
that those so disposed continue in their blindness.

I learned some time ago that some people will follow
just about anyone. That is especially true if the preacher
has a dynamic personality and makes people feel secure in
their sin. So, after coming to understand why God called
me, I consciously began developing a low-key attitude to-
ward people. I could not preach today the way I used to. I
believe that’s best. God called me to restore the Truth of the
Old Testament Gospel message. He did not call me to
gather a bunch of people together and go off into the desert
to wait for the Rapture.

I can only fulfill my calling by researching and writing.
That leaves little time for me to interact with anybody on a
personal basis. But I don’t want anyone to follow me, any-
way. Christians should carefully evaluate what I write and
believe it only if they find it convincing. Any spiritual
fraud canblend into a group of True Believers. But nobody
can fake true belief. If someone understands what I write
and they believe it, it’s between them and God whether or
not they live in accordance with their beliefs. If they read
what I write and they can’t believe it, that’s also between
them and God. And that’s the way it should be. Every indi-
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vidual will stand before God on Judgment Day and give
account for his/her own behavior in this life. Since per-
sonal beliefs contribute directly to one’s behavior, I'm just
doing what I have been called to do. That is to rescue just a
few from the horror of realizing they have believed a lie
only after they stand before God in judgment.

Let me give you an example as to why I avoid becom-
ing entangled with people who are looking for some dy-
namic personality to follow. A while back, a lady called
The Elijah Project number that is listed in the back of the
book Not All Israel Is Israel. She said a friend had told her
about the newsletter and the book. But she also said she
had no idea why she called, that maybe someone could tell
her. Now I ask you, why would anyone call if they don’t
know why? The best I could deduce was she, like a lot of
people in Christian circles, was hoping to find some excit-
ing new End Time preacher who could leave a congrega-
tion spellbound. Maybe she was looking for some
miraculous confirmation of her current beliefs. I don’t
know. She evidently wasn’tlooking for the Truth. I told her
I'had said whatIhad to say in Not All Israel Is Israel, and that
it wasn’t easy to explain it succinctly—which is under-
standable since it took me a year and a half to write the
book—so she would have to read the book for herself. She
was even told how she could obtain a copy. She didn’t
bother. I can only assume that what she heard over the
phone wasn’t exciting enough to interest her further.

Everywhere you look today there are people masquer-
ading as True Believers. I simply don’t have time to deal
with an individual who may be nothing more than a Pre-
tender when you already have dozens of readers inquiring
as to when the next book will be available. Pretenders have
no idea what the new birth actually is, so they could never
identify with True Believers anyway. True Believers crave
truth, not excitement. They want nothing more than to
know and understand the Truth of God’s word. And they
find the pablum they receive from the current crop of pas-
tors and teachers in the Church inadequate, to say the least.
They also realize that what they see going on in the Church
today has to be the result of lies and distortions instituted by
Satan himself through his own agents. They just can’t figure
out which beliefs are the lies and which are the Truth.

That’s why I'm here—to explain the Scriptures so that
True Believers can see for themselves what God has done. I
have already begun to do that in Not All Israel Is Israel.
Those who house the Spirit of the Living God within them
will recognize the Truth in what I have said there. That will
be sufficient for them to begin to see the lies and liars for
what they are. The Mystery of Scripture and future volumes
in The Resurrection Theology Series will give them addi-
tional information to help them more easily recognize Pre-
tenders. Before long, Malachi’s statement concerning our
time will be fulfilled. [Editor: Mal. 3:16-18, esp. v. 18]

In spite of all the lies that Satan has introduced into the
Church, True Believers will come to know and understand
the complete Truth of the Old Testament Gospel before the
End. Consequently, they will be standing firm in that Truth

when the delusion fostered by the Antichrist is at its peak.
But all those Pretenders who seek only excitement and en-
tertainment will be quickly taken in by the Antichrist’s
awesome demonstration of power. Unfortunately, they
will realize their mistake too late.

Editor: That’s harsh language. The statements
also come across as somewhat arrogant.

Elijah: 1f God hasn’t called me, it is arrogant. If He has,
then maybe it isn’t. Maybe it’s just the Truth. Your readers
will have to decide. I can live with that. However, [ have no
choice. I didn’t seek God’s calling. And we’ll all see in time
to come whether or not God actually called me, won’t we?
If the Church did, in fact, lose The Apostolic Teaching as 1
have repeatedly contended [Editor: See “Jesus Talks About
the Mystery,” The Voice of Elijah, January 1991; “Where
Are Jesus’ Disciples?” The Voice of Elijah, April 1991; and
“The Protestant Confession: The Church Lost The Teach-
ing,” The Voice of Elijah, January 1992], I can guarantee
you Satan will employ any and all means possible to resist
the restoration of that Teaching. Satan has been using the
“cult” issue to instill in lay Christians a distrust of any new
teaching. He plans to capitalize on that distrust now. On
the other hand, God intends to use it to separate the
“wheat” from the “tares.”

The proponents of dead orthodoxy are the most vocal
advocates of distrusting new teaching because distrust
makes the layperson hold all the more tightly to main-
stream theology. That’s good. Unfortunately, that distrust
carries over into areas of theology that are not generally
considered essential to salvation. For example, there is no
one orthodox theology concerning the End Times. Further-
more, Christians forget that some beliefs, like the perva-
sive Dispensational theory, didn’t even exist a century and
a half ago. They also don’t realize Dispensationalism is a
theory, just like the theory of evolution is a theory. What if
Dispensationalism is a lie that Satan has managed to
spread throughout the Church? What if he intends to use
that lie to his advantage in these Last Days? Those are not
issues to be dismissed lightly.

Unfortunately, Satan has been able to instill in Chris-
tians an almost paranoid distrust of anything different.
That distrust will serve him well. But just so your readers
won'’t consider my eschatology to be some new teaching,
I'll let the Early Church Father Hippolytus state it for me.
He wrote some seventeen hundred years before Darby
came up with his theory of dispensations. [Editor: See
“That’s Why He’s Called Antichrist!” in this issue.] That’s
hardly new teaching.

In another regard, the proponents of Protestant Scho-
lasticism can be expected to rail against any and all who
disagree with their belief that right doctrine alone—as they
define it—is sufficient. I certainly disagree with that belief.
It demeans the supreme importance of the new-birth expe-
rience in the life of the True Believer. [Editor: See “One
Train. One Track. Two Rails.” The Voice of Elijah, January
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1992.] I have nothing against Christians warning about
“cultic” activity. Caution with regard to anyone who seeks
to exert control over others is justified. Jim Jones certainly
proved the danger of following any individual into some
commune. However, 'm not here to starta cult. I'm simply
here to inform.

Inmy case, a better label would be “heretic,” if they can
prove my doctrine contradicts the Councils of the Church.
But since I agree with every tenet of historic Christian the-
ology, it will be hard to make that label stick. If the Truth be
known, I am more stringently orthodox than the vast ma-
jority of those who stand behind Protestant pulpits on
Sunday morning because I understand the tremendous
spiritual battles that raged between the forces of light and
darkness at the time of the Protestant Reformation. I also
deeply appreciate the ultimate sacrifice made by the thou-
sands who gave their lives willingly to regain for us the ba-
sic Truth of salvation by faith. Believe me, Satan did not let
the Reformers restore that Truth easily.

Editor: On to another question. We had a reader
in Wichita, Kansas, who inquired as to whether
the actions of Antiochus Epiphanes in Daniel 11
Joreshadow the actions of the Antichrist. The
reader also would like to see something on the
Jfeasts of Israel and how the_final three will be ful-
filled by Christ.

Elijah: Those questions intrigue me because of their rele-

vance. They go to the heart of the research I'm currently do-
ing for The Mystery of Scripture.

Editor: That brings up a question I have. When do
you expect that book to be available?

Elijah: I had hoped it would be finished a year ago. But I
can’t honestly publish something until I'm satisfied I've
done the bestI can to understand most of the details. Some-
times that means endlessly slogging through irrelevant
books and articles looking for something pertinent. I've
been doing a lot of that lately in researching that book, but
I'm still hoping to have it all done by this fall. Back to the
reader’s question .... The actions of Antiochus Epiphanes
predicted in Daniel 11 don’t foreshadow the specific activi-
ties of the Antichrist at all. They detail specific events of
that time. To understand why that is, however, you have to
understand why the events leading up to and including the
reign of Antiochus are even mentioned by Daniel.

Editor: So why are they?

Elijah: Because the actions of Antiochus Epiphanes in 167
B.C. resulted in Israel’s loss of what remained at that time
of an accurate understanding of the mystery of the Gospel of

Jesus Christ that lies hidden in the Hebrew Scriptures.

Editor: How so?

Elijah: AsbestasI canascertain, Antiochus Epiphanes was
an incarnation of Satan. Satan’s specific objective at that
time was to corrupt God’s Truth, and he succeeded. The
Book of Daniel tells us that. It predicts the activity of
Antiochus by saying, He “will fling truth to the ground”
[Editor: Dan. 8:12] and “He will cause deceit to succeed by
his influence” [Editor: Dan. 8:25].

Through Antiochus, Satan instituted a program de-
signed to methodically destroy every scroll of “law” that
could be found in Israel. His orders also included instruc-
tions that his soldiers should execute anyone found in pos-
session of such a scroll. [Editor: 1 Maccabees 2:56-58.] The
campaign began by destroying the scrolls in the Temple,
and it continued for several months thereafter with
monthly house-to-house searches. Consequently, thou-
sands of scrolls were destroyed and thousands of people
who tried to preserve scrolls were executed.

Satan’s campaign against Israel’s knowledge of the
Truth was devastating. The scrolls destroyed at that time
must have included priestly commentaries on specific bib-
lical books—"Pesher” commentaries like those discovered
among the Dead Sea Scrolls. Some of those scrolls would
have contained an accurate explanation of the Old Testa-
ment mystery. Moreover, most of those who gave their lives
trying to preserve scrolls would have been educated
scribes and priests—those who understood the Truth,
those to whom the writing on the scrolls meant something.

After that conflagration, the Jews retained nothing but
a vague recollection of the message of the Old Testament
Gospel of Jesus Christ. The two basic Truths they retained
were the belief in resurrection and the expectation of a
coming Messiah. Beyond that, they had little understand-
ing of the Old Testament Gospel message. That was be-
cause nearly all of their written sources had been
destroyed, and the priests who understood the Old Testa-
ment message had been killed.

Look at the text of Daniel. Daniel 9:24 tells you that one
of the reasons seventy weeks were decreed for Israel was
“to seal up vision and prophecy.” That sealing of the pro-
phetic message was aided greatly—the sealing process
was in some sense completed by Jesus Christ—when
Antiochus succeeded in destroying virtually every scroll
the Jewish priesthood possessed. That’s why Daniel 11
switches from Satan incarnate as Antiochus Epiphanes to
Satan incarnate as the Antichrist in verse 36. The message
of the Hebrew Scriptures was sealed in the time of
Antiochus. The last of its seven seals will be removed in the
time of the Antichrist. [Editor: See “Did Jesus Leave a
Will?” The Voice of Elijah, July 1991.] The last three verses
in Daniel 11 that relate to the time of Antiochus refer to the
Jewish Essenes because they were the last of the Jews be-
fore the time of Jesus Christ who understood the biblical
message. Listen to the messenger’s words to Daniel:

And those who have insight among the people will give un-
derstanding to the many; yet they will fall by sword and by
flame, by captivity and by plunder, for many days. Now when
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they fall they will be granted a little help, and many will join
with themin hypocrisy. And some of those who haveinsight
will fall, in order to refine, purge, and make them pure, until
theendtime; becauseitisstill to comeat theappointed time.
(Daniel 11:33-35)

Antiochus’ corruption of Jewish beliefs is attested by
the fact that the three main Jewish sects of Jesus’ time—the
Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the Essenes—all arose at the
same time. They appear in the historical sources right after
Antiochus destroyed the priestly scrolls and executed the
priests. Futhermore, all three sects sought to be recognized
as holding the one true interpretation of the Hebrew
Scriptures. But the only Jews designated by Daniel as
“those who have insight” were the Essenes. Much of our
knowledge about them comes from the recently discov-
ered Dead Sea Scrolls.

Satan did indeed, through Antiochus, “cause deceit to
succeed by his influence.” [Editor: Dan. 8:25] After he de-
stroyed the Truth of the Jewish religion, the Pharisees built
a new tradition on the basis of the scant information they
could remember from before the destruction. They sought
to validate their tradition by claiming they had received an
“oral Torah” from the Prophets. (The Essenes have an inter-
esting story to tell us about that one!) [Editor: See the book,
The Mystery of Scripture.] The Pharisees eventually swayed
the Jewish population at large to accept their teaching.

Jesus dismissed the Pharisees’ illegitimate claims to
doctrinal legitimacy by saying, “The scribes and Pharisees
have seated themselves in the chair of Moses.” [Editor:
Matt. 23:2] In saying that, Jesus acknowledged there was in
facta symbolic “chair of Moses” that the Levitical priests of
Israel had occupied for centuries in their role as the true
Teachers of Israel. But He also knew full well the Pharisees
had “seated themselves” in Moses’ chair illegally. They
were usurpers who had come to power in the vacuum that
followed Satan’s destruction of the priestly scrolls.

Most Christians believe Jewish tradition derives at
least in part from ancient Israel. But then, most Christians
aren’t aware the Pharisees completed what Antiochus
started. The Pharisees cultivated the bad “seed”—the
lies—that Satan “sowed” among the Jews after he de-
stroyed God’s Truth. Under their cultivation, that seed
flourished. The teaching of the Pharisees has evolved into
the Judaism of today—what is called “normative Juda-
ism.” Consequently, Jews today believe they have an oral
Torah (a traditional teaching) that their Sages received from
the Prophets. They also believe that oral Teaching was
passed down orally generation after generation from the
time of the Babylonian Exile until it was finally written
downaround A.D. 200. Furthermore, they believe their oral
Teaching is more authoritative than the Hebrew Scriptures.
All of those beliefs are fabrications. The Pharisees were
usurpers. They received nothing from the Prophets. The
Essenes make it clear the Pharisees made up their teaching
as they went along. But they not only replaced the priests
as the Teachers of Israel, they also agreed with the civil rul-

ers of Israel when those rulers denied the high priesthood
to the legitimate sons of Zadok. That denial was in direct
opposition to what God had ordained in Scripture. [Editor:
Num. 25:10-13; Ez. 44:15.] Small wonder then that Jesus
had nothing but disdain for them.

The other major Jewish sect of Jesus’ time, the Saddu-
cees, rejected the Pharisees’ claim of an oral Torah as pre-
posterous. They said flatly, “There was never any oral
Torah.” That wasn't entirely true. Although the Pharisees’
claim was in large part a fabrication, Moses had given the
priests of Israel an understanding of the Truth hidden in
the Hebrew Scriptures just prior to Israel’s entry into the
Promised Land. [Editor: See the book, The Mystery of Scrip-
ture.] The Prophets Haggai and Zechariah restored The
Teaching to the priests right after the Jews returned from
the Babylonian Captivity. The priests, in turn, were in-
structed to teach the people. Therefore, the Sadducean
claim that there had never been an oral Torah was as false as
the Pharisees” claims that they had received it from the
Prophets. (Actually, the story is a bit more involved. I will
explain it all in the book, The Mystery of Scripture.) How-
ever, the original founders of the Sadducean sect in
Antiochus Epiphanes’ time had no interest in preserving
the true interpretation of the Old Testament. They were
perfectly willing to follow Greek customs and religion. But
because they went so far as to deny even the resurrection,
the vast majority of the Jews paid little attention to them.
They knew better. Resurrection had been the central tenet
of Israel’s theology from the time of Moses.

Since, for the most part, the Sadducees had to go along
whenever the Pharisees formulated some new tradition,
they weren’t much of a threat to the Pharisees” hold on
power. The same cannot be said with regard to the Essenes,
however. The Essenes knew there was much more to the
message of the Hebrew Scriptures than what the Pharisees
understood, and they weren’t willing to go along with any
of the Pharisees” new traditions under the fiction of an oral
Torah. Consequently, the Essenes rejected the temple in Je-
rusalem and established their own separate observance of
the Old Testament festivals. Some of the literature written
by the Essenes was discovered, beginning in 1947, in caves
along the Dead Sea as part of the well-known Dead Sea
Scrolls. The literature tells us the Essenes, like the Saddu-
cees, flatly rejected the Pharisees’ claim concerning knowl-
edge of an authoritative oral Torah. It also discloses the
Essenes began with a much greater understanding of the
Truth than the Pharisees. That was probably because the
sect was founded by a legitimate high-priestly candi-
date—a son of Zadok—who did, in fact, understand much
of the Old Testament Gospel message. That’s why Daniel
calls the Essenes “those who have insight.”

The accuracy of much of the Essenes’ understanding of
the Old Testament Gospel is obvious. Some scholars even
claim the scrolls written by the Essenes are actually Chris-
tian documents. Why would any scholar say that when ev-
eryone else agrees the documents were written between
fifty and one hundred fifty years before the birth of Jesus
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Christ? They do so simply because the Essenes” under-
standing of the Truth hidden in the Hebrew Scriptures was
in some respects almost the same as that which Jesus re-
vealed to the Apostles. [Editor: See “Jesus Talks About the
Mystery,” The Voice of Elijah, January 1991.] Most Chris-
tians don’t know that, even though it is mentioned in
nearly every book written about the Dead Sea Scrolls. They
should. It’s important.

Most of the Dead Sea Scrolls have not yet been pub-
lished, although they could have been thirty years ago. That
tells me Satan probably plans to use the information in them
to discredit fundamental Christian beliefs. He will probably
argue that those scrolls now remaining unpublished contain
primitive Christian beliefs that eventually developed into
what we find in the New Testament. Therefore, either they
were not written by Jews who lived before the birth of Christ
or, if they were, Christianity existed in seminal form among
the Jews before Christ was even born. There are books on the
subject coming out right now. I've seen ads for The Dead Sea
Scrolls Deception, by M. Baigent and R. Leigh. They argue
along the first lines I mentioned. My point is, it's important
to know that the Essenes had beliefs strikingly similar to
Christian beliefs long before the birth of Jesus Christ. The
rest of the Dead Sea Scrolls will probably reveal beliefs even
closer to Christian beliefs than those now known. That’s
hardly surprising. An understanding of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ that now lies hidden in the Hebrew Scriptures was
held by the Israelite priesthood for centuries. That’s because
Moses explained it to the priests of Israel in the wilderness.
Haggai and Zechariah explained it to them again when the
Jews returned from the Exile.

What has been completely overlooked is the fact that
the Jews lost most of their understanding of the Truth dur-
ing the reign of Antiochus. The Pharisees then created a
new oral tradition—a new religion. It is basically the same
tradition the Jews hold even today. Yet the Essenes were
thelast Jews before Jesus Christ to have insight into the Old
Testament Gospel of Jesus Christ just as Daniel says. Dan-
iel also says that “many” in “the End Time” will have that
same “insight.” It will be so again after Elijah “restores all
things” as Jesus said he would. [Editor: Matt. 17:10; See
“That’s Why He’s Called Antichrist!” in this issue.]

The Essenes did not have a completely accurate under-
standing of the Gospel of Jesus Christ thatlies hidden in the
Hebrew Scriptures. But it was close. They understood the
Old Testament doctrine of salvation by faith nearly two
hundred years before Jesus Christ died and was resur-
rected! They understood the meaning and significance of the
Hebrew idiom “cut off from” and that only the true Rem-
nant of Israel would ratify the New Covenant with God. As
I have explained in Not All Israel Is Israel, a knowledge of
the true meaning and significance of that one idiom discloses
that the Remnant of Israel mentioned in the Prophets is Je-
sus Christ.

The Essenes accurately understood even more intri-
cate details concerning the Truth hidden in the Hebrew
Scriptures. They could only have gotten that understand-

ing from priests who had maintained the Truth of The
Teaching of Moses after the Jews returned from the Exile in
Babylon. But perhaps mostimportantly, as Imentioned be-
fore, the Essenes understood they were specifically men-
tioned in Daniel’s prophecy concerning Antiochus
Epiphanes. Read the passage again:

And those who have insight among the people will give un-
derstanding to the many; yet they will fall by sword and by
flame, by captivity and by plunder, for many days. Now when
they fall they will be granted a little help, and many will join
with themin hypocrisy. And some of those who haveinsight
will fall, in order to refine, purge, and make them pure, until
theend time; becauseitisstill to comeat theappointed time.
(Daniel 11:33-35)

Because the Essenes knew Daniel spoke so specifically
about them, they appropriated the designation “The
Many” from this passage and applied it to themselves.
They also took the word translated “hypocrisy” in the pas-
sage and applied it to the Pharisees, calling them “hypo-
crites” as Jesus did. [Editor: Matt. 23:1 ff.] “The Many” as a
title for the Essenes occurs repeatedly in the Dead Sea
Scrolls. The Essenes claimed it with pride. Since the same
designation occurs in Daniel 12:3, 4, and 10, they thought
the final chapter of Daniel referred to them as well. They
were wrong. Daniel 12 refers to the insight that will be re-
gained by “the Many” in our own time, “the End Time,”
shortly before the final incarnation of Satan.

The Essenes did not understand the significance of the
statement “many will join with them in hypocrisy.” Yet the
hypocrites who joined the Essenes were deadly to the little
bit of Truth they had been able to retain. The Truth they
had was quickly distorted by an individual who claimed to
be the “Teacher of Righteousness” prophesied by the
Prophets Joel, Hosea, Isaiah, and Micah. [Editor: See also
“The Forecast,” The Voice of Elijah, April 1991, and “The
Forecast,” The Voice of Elijah, January 1992, as well as Isa-
iah 30:20; Hosea 6:3, 10:12; Joel 2:23; and Micah 4:2.] This
Pretender did not claim to be the Messiah of Israel; he in-
stead portrayed himself as just a forerunner of the Mes-
siah. But because the Essenes believed him, he was able to
convince them they were the true Remnant of Israel with
whom God had made the New Covenant. That was a lie
planted by Satan. Through it, he managed to finally “fling
truth to the ground.” He then, through the Pharisees,
“caused deceit to succeed by his influence” just as Daniel
says. [Editor: Dan. 8:12, 25.]

Eventually the Essenes came to believe that most of the
Old Testament prophecies concerning Jesus Christ had al-
ready been fulfilled. When that happened, the function of
the seventy weeks to allow time “to seal up vision and
prophecy” had, for the most part, been accomplished.
There remained only the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ to complete the process. Those events sealed up the
message of the Hebrew Scriptures forever as far as the
Pharisees and their spiritual descendants are concerned.
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Editor: So you're saying the reason why Daniel
10 and 11—especially the specific historical de-
tails of Daniel 11—are included in Scripture is to
point to the Jews’ loss of insight into the Old Tes-
tament message during the reign of Antiochus
Epiphanes?

Elijah: That’s about it. However, not just those two chap-
ters point to that event. It’s the central focus of the eighth
chapter as well. But the primary purpose of the last four
chapters of Daniel is to disclose that “the many” of the
“End Time” will have the same “insight” the Jews had be-
fore Satan’s incarnation in Antiochus.

Editor: What about the last few verses of Chapter
11? That passage is almost universally applied
to the Antichrist.

Elijah: It does describe the activities of the Antichrist. In
these Last Days, Satan intends to reap the seed he sowed at
the time of Antiochus Epiphanes. The messianic expecta-
tions of the Pharisaic religion of Judaism will introduce the
Antichrist to the world. As the passage indicates, the
Antichrist will be a homosexual Jew, showing no regard
“for the desire of women.” [Editor: Dan. 11:37.] The Jews
will believe him to be the Messiah. Consequently, they will
anoint him king over Israel. Not only will the Jews accept
the Antichrist as the Messiah, deluded Christians around
the world will believe him to be Jesus Christ Himself, the
legitimate Messiah of Israel, who has returned in glory as
they expect. Those Christians who believe “all Israel will be
saved” are especially susceptible to Satan’s planned delu-
sion. They will be convinced “all Israel” has been saved just
as they have been taught. The realization that the delusion
could begin almost any day is chilling in light of the messi-
anic expectations of the ultra-Orthodox Jews in Israel. Time
magazine had an article on the movement among the Ha-
sidic Habadniks to proclaim their leader the Rabbi
Menachem Mendel Schneerson the long-awaited Messiah
of the Jews. [Editor: March 23, 1992 issue.] ABC News had
treated the same topic a week or so earlier.

The possibility that the Jews will soon declare someone
to be the Messiah remains extremely real. Just the talk of it
isbuilding the foundation for Satan’s ultimate appearance.
But Satan isn’t going to appear as an ordinary man. He will
demonstate absolutely phenomenal capabilities. The New
Testament miracles of Jesus will seem tame by comparison.
How do you think Christians who believe “all Israel will be
saved” would react to an individual who claims to be Jesus
Christ and shows himself in every way to be Jesus Christ?
You can see how, because of that one belief, many will be
persuaded to accept a delusion as the Truth. When Satan,
through miracles, signs, and wonders, convinces the Jews
he is the Messiah, Christians the world over will believe Je-
sus Christ has returned and the Jews have been saved! Tam
by no means the first to say the Antichrist is a Jew whom
the Jews crown king over Israel. The Early Church Father

Hippolytus said it eighteen hundred years ago. [Editor:
See “That’s Why He’s Called Antichrist!” in this issue.] His
statements agree with the Old Testament Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Consequently, it seems obvious he did not figure
out that message himself. He gained his understanding
through a series of individuals who accurately handed
down the Apostles” Teaching to others. Those individuals
understood the Truth.

Hippolytus was a disciple of Irenaeus, who was a disci-
ple of Polycarp, who was a disciple of the Apostle John,
who saw visions on the Isle of Patmos and recorded them
in the Book of Revelation. Therefore, Hippolytus was a dis-
ciple only twice removed from John himself. He was born
less than a century after John died. That alone should lend
him more credibility than the founder of the usual view of
the Antichrist. That man formulated his doctrine just over
a century ago. This chain of four men—John, Polycarp,
Irenaeus, and Hippolytus—is the best example I can find in
the Early Church of those who tried to fulfill the Church’s
mission of discipling—that is, transmitting The Apostolic
Teaching from one leader to the next in an unbroken chain
of oral tradition. [Editor: See “Where Are Jesus’ Disciples?”
The Voice of Elijah, April 1991.] The writings of
Hippolytus disclose he must have received his understand-
ing of the events of the final days from Irenaeus, who re-
ceived it from Polycarp, who received it from the Apostle
John, who saw it all in visions. Hippolytus also discloses in
afew stray passages that he understood many of the things
Iintend to set down in the next three volumes of The Resur-
rection Theology Series. He got his understanding of those
concepts the same way.

It’s fascinating. Hippolytus was apparently aware of
much more Truth concerning the Old Testament Gospel
and the events of the End Time than what he wrote down.
He was, in fact, hesitant to write about some things. He
says so himself on occasion.

Editor: Why would he have been hesitant to write
about the Truth?

Elijah:1can only speculate. The answer has to lie in the fact
that the human mind is the battlefield on which Satan
wages spiritual battles for control of this realm. Those bat-
tles are won or lost in the minds of men. Satan’s objective
has always been stamping out an accurate understanding
of the Truth about God. Short of that, he seeks to corrupt
and discredit it. Look at it logically: We are controlled by
what we think. That’s why Satan is the author of all lies; he
controls us through deception. That, in turn, is why Jesus
said, “You shall know the truth and the truth shall make
you free.” [Editor: John 8:32.] The more versions of “the
truth” there are, the more difficult it is to discern “The Ab-
solute Truth.”

A half-truth is a whole lie. Hence, Satan controls even
True Believers through half-truths. His favorite lie to the
Believer is the pervasive belief that there is no one true
meaning of the Scriptures. His next favorite has to be the
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false belief that the true meaning of the Scriptures can be at-
tained through theological speculation. Satan also enjoys
hearing people deriding anyone who firmly believes he ex-
ists, especially those who talk about him frankly as I am
now. Whom could he more easily control than those who
don’t even believe he exists?

Since the time of Moses, Satan’s primary focus has
been the corruption of the true meaning of the Scriptures.
His success in that endeavor is crucial to him. The more ac-
curate an understanding one has of the message hidden in
Scripture, the more dangerous they become to his plans.
Not only can they overcome in their own life, they can also
convince others, who in turn can convince others, etc., thus
multiplying the Truth about God that exists in this realm.
But the Truth that resides in the mind of an individual is
particularly vulnerable to Satan’s activity because people
can be influenced by others to change their mind—for a va-
riety of reasons. Normally that is accomplished by those
closest to them. That’s why Jesus said a person’s enemies
are those of his own family. [Editor: Matt. 10:34-39] They
are his enemies spiritually, not physically.

Written material is different than oral tradition. Some
books can last for centuries, as the Dead Sea Scrolls have
shown. Consequently, anything in written form that con-
tains an accurate explanation of the Gospel message hid-
den in the Scriptures becomes a vital target. Satan knows
he must either destroy it or thoroughly discredit it. The
more effective of the two tactics is to discredit the Truth, be-
cause once discredited, it becomes more difficult to rees-
tablish. For example, Satan used the Gnostic controversy to
discredit the Truth the Early Church had. There are more
references to the Old Testament Gospel message in the
Gnostic literature than you can find in all the Early Church
Fathers combined. However, that Truth is mingled with
some of the most patently false teaching you can find. It’s
easy to see that Satan used the false teaching of the Gnostics
to discredit the Truth they appropriated from the Early
Church. Since the two can be found side by side in the same
document, truth is equated with error. It’s a classic tactic.

Having said all this, I assume that, in the wisdom of
God, the Early Church Fathers wrote down only as much
of the Truth as was necessary for them to make the point
they wanted to make. I don’t know that for sure, because
it’s possible that some of them wrote down a much more
detailed explanation of the Truth and Satan was able to de-
stroy it.

Editor: If what you say is true, you must expect
negative reaction to this newsletter and the
books you write.

Elijah: There will be some who will take what I teach and
twist or distort it for their own ends, not understanding
what is at stake. But, for the most part, I expect to be ig-
nored. Satan will probably use that tactic for as long as pos-
sible. The worst thing he could possibly do right now
would be to provide free publicity, especially in light of the

statements I'm making concerning his intention to mas-
querade as Jesus Christ. Taking that course will work
against him in the long run, however, because it will allow
True Believers time to examine the logic of what I have
written—and will write—about the Old Testament Gospel
of Jesus Christ before an organized effort is made to dis-
credit you, me, what I've written, and everything else re-
lated to the Truth.

Editor: Why is that?

Elijah: Not many people talk about the Christian “walk” in
terms of spiritual warfare any more, but that’s exactly
what itis. The war between the forces of evil and the forces
of good has been waged for centuries in the mind of the in-
dividual. The mind plays host to a constant battle between
truth and lies—light and darkness. Those who understand
and firmly believe the essentials of God’s Truth will al-
ways live a life committed to God. Always. Satan under-
stands that. He also understands the only “way” he can
ever win his war against the Truth of God’s plan of salva-
tion through Jesus Christ is to stamp out the last shred of
that Truth. That’s why he has chosen to misrepresent
Christ’s Return. What better way to accomplish his objec-
tive than to convince everyone Jesus Christ has already re-
turned? That would be the ultimate deception. If everyone
could be convinced of that, there would be no more Truth
concerning God in this realm. Satan would have accom-
plished his objective. But that simply willnot happen. “The
Many” of Daniel 12 will do whatever is necessary to main-
tain “insight” right up to the End. Jesus told us to ignore
those who say, “Christ is here, or Christ is there” [Editor:
Matt. 24:26] because True Believers will have no doubt at
all when Jesus finally returns.

Satan has always been limited by the fact that he
knows generally what God intends to do, but he has never
known when. That’s why Jesus said nobody will ever know
the exact time of His Return. [Editor: Matt. 24:24-26.] If
anyone could figure that out, Satan would have already
done so. He would then be able to use that information in
an all-out attempt to prevent God from accomplishing His
work among True Believers in these Last Days. [Editor:
Matt. 24:43.] Satan has understood for several years now
that God has begun working to prepare His People for the
Return of Jesus Christ. So he knows he has to make his
move now or lose his last and best opportunity. But he still
doesn’t know when God intends the Return of Jesus Christ.
He only knows it will be soon. That lack of information will
be his downfall. I assume he will move too quickly.

The reference to the Essenes in Daniel 11 contains the
same terminology as the reference to True Believers in our
owntime in Daniel 12 because their time parallels our own.
God incited Satan to become incarnate in the time of
Antiochus, just as He is inciting him to become incarnate in
our own time. At that time, Satan sought to destroy the last
shred of an accurate understanding of the Truth, just as he
plans to now by pretending to be Jesus Christ. Satan
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thought that, if he corrupted the Jewish understanding of
the Old Testament Gospel concerning the coming Messiah,
he could make the virgin birth of Jesus Christ meaningless.
He thinks he can do the same with regard to the Return of
Jesus Christ.

The focal point of the last five chapters of the Book of
Daniel is Chapter 12. Even the passage in Daniel 11:36—45
regarding the activities of the Antichrist is subordinate to
the message of that final chapter. All five of those chapters
were written for us, the True Believers in Christ who live in
“the End Time.” Chapter 12 merely makes the point that an
accurate understanding of the Truth of God’s Word will
once again become known to “The Many.” They will, in
turn, foil Satan’s plan by holding fast to the Truth they un-
derstand, thus preventing him from eradicating the Truth
of the Gospel from the Earth. Therefore, the response to the
question of Jesus, “When the Son of Man comes, will He
find faith on the earth?” [Editor: Luke 18:8] is an emphatic
“Yes!” Satan will fail in his attempt at corrupting the Truth
of God’s Word because “those who have insight” will
stand fast against his religious tyranny.

Although the Antichrist will demonstrate absolutely
awesome power in an all-out attempt to persuade every-
one he is indeed Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ will “still find
faith when He comes.” “The Many” who “have insight”
will still be waiting for Him. But woe to all who have be-
lieved Satan’s charade when he finally realizes he has
failed to accomplish a total delusion. As Hippolytus said,
he will turn on them and “desolate the world.” [Editor: See
“That’s Why He’s Called Antichrist!” in this issue.]

Editor: Do you really expect people to believe all
this? It sounds far-fetched, to say the least.

Elijah: The Pretenders? No, I don’t expect them to believe
aword of it. They won’t even stop to consider the possibil-
ity that it might be true simply because down deep they
don’t really believe Jesus Christ will return. The Apostle
Paul said they wouldn’t believe the Truth nearly two thou-
sand years ago. Listen to what he said:

Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together to Him,
that you may not be quickly shaken from your composure or
be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if
fromus, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. Let no
one in any way deceive you, for {it will not come} unlessthe
apostasy comesfirst, and theman of lawlessnessisreveal ed,
the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself
above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he
takeshisseat in thetemple of God, displaying himself asbe-
ing God. Do you not remember that whilel wasstill withyou,
| wastelling you these things? And you know what restrains
him now, so that in histime he may be revealed. For the mys-
tery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now re-
strains {will do so} until heistaken out of the way. And then
that lawlessonewill berevealed whomtheLord will slay with

the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appear-
anceof Hiscoming; {that is,} theonewhosecomingisin ac-
cord with theactivity of Satan, with all power and signsand
false wonders, and with all the deception of wickednessfor
thosewho perish, becausethey did not receivetheloveof the
truth so as to be saved. And for this reason God will send
upon them a deluding influence so that they might believe
what isfalse, in order that they all may be judged who did
not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.

(2 Thessalonians 2:1-12)

That one passage tells you exactly what is going to
happen. When the Antichrist takes his seat in the rebuilt
temple in Jerusalem and claims to be God incarnate—]Jesus
Christ—the Pretenders will be the first in line to bend their
knee in worshipping before him. That’s logical. They have
never offered God anything but outward actions anyway.
God is going to allow Satan to conduct his masquerade;
and those who choose not to believe the Truth will find
comfort in a lie. But before that ultimate lie begins to take
shape, those who care to will have plenty of opportunity to
read and hear the Truth of what I am saying. There were
seven seals. Four remain. Those who are seeking the Truth
will find it before the End.

Even then, Iwouldn’t expect very many to believe. But
Daniel says they will. There will be “many.” So how many
is “many?” I have noidea. And I'm not here to take roll call.
AsIsaid in Not All Israel Is Israel, only God can number Is-
rael. The Book of Revelation mentions 144,000, but I as-
sume that number is symbolic. It doesn’t matter all that
much. Those to whom the reality of the Living God is more
than just tradition and clichés will believe because they
honestly expect Jesus Christ to return. They will recognize
the Truth because of The Teaching just as Jesus said. Before
the End, excitement and anticipation will build within
them because they will have absolutely no doubt that God
is doing a totally incredible thing right before their eyes. It
will be exactly what Paul warned the scoffers of his own
generation to avoid at all cost:

BEHOLD, YOU SCOFFERS, AND MARVEL, AND PERISH
FOR | AM ACCOMPLISHING A WORK IN YOUR DAYS,
AWORK WHICH YOU WILL NEVER BELIEVE,

THOUGH SOMEONE SHOULD DESCRIBE IT TO YOU.
(Acts 13:41)

Ironic, isn’t it? The Pretenders won’t believe it even
when someone explains it to them plainly.

Editor: After all this, I don’t suppose you want to
comment on the Feasts of Israel?

Elijah: I'll put it in an article. m
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When the Trumpet

From Page 1

The Parables of Jesus

Fromthisyou can begin to seehow Jesus
used the images of Canaanite mythology as
He found them in the Prophets to speak of
Himself asthe“Word of God.” Hismost ob-
vioususeof theimagery isinthe parable con-
cerning the sower who went out to sow seed
(Matt. 13:3ff.). Inthat parable Heiscontrast-
ing Himself—the Living Word of God that
germinates and grows within the Believer to
effect the resurrection—with the Canaanite
god Baal.

Another obvious example is His words
to Hisdisciplesat theLast Supper. Heoffered
them the unleavened bread of the Passover
mesal saying, “Take, edt; this is My body”
(Matt. 26:26). Obviously Hedidn't mean His
Body in a litera sense. He was mocking
Canaanite beliefs. But even knowing the
source of the images Jesus used in His para-
bles, you cannot fully appreciate the sarcasm
with which Jesus' parables were spoken
without understanding that Greek forms of
Baal worship were gtill widespread even in
Jesus' time.

“The pentecontad
calendar wasa
superstitious tribute to
the supreme gods of the
resurrection.”

The Greeks and Romans had long since
made Baal worship the basisfor the worship
of several of their own gods. | dare say most,
if not all, the Greek and Roman mystery cults
derived their “mystery” concept from what
they found in the priestly rituals of the
Canaanites worship of Baal. It is clear the
Greeks' cult of Adonisand Aphrodite merely
changed the dieties names from Canaanite
Baal and Anat, retaining even the same sanc-
tuaries and religious practices.

All of the mystery cults were popular
formsof worship at thetimeof Christ. There-
fore, many of Jesus parables were bitter in-
vectivedirected at thereligiosity of humanity
in general, not just at the hypocritical pom-
posity of the Jewish scribes and Pharisees.

Pentecontad Calendar?

Tounderstand the mystery of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ hidden in the Old Testament,
one must aso understand that the Canaanite
worship of Baa developed from an earlier
Amorite religion. In that religion, the god of
the resurrection was not one god; he was
seven. These seven gods supposedly made
their homes on the seven mountains beyond
the“Bitter River,” theriver that separated this
realm from the realm of the dead.

One had to traverse these seven moun-
tains as they passed through the realm of the
dead on their journey from this realm to the
realm of the gods. Only one person had ever
done so on his own: Utanapishtim, the survi-
vor of the great flood. He alone among hu-
mans had attained immortality through his
own efforts. All others depended on the be-
nevolence of the seven gods of the resurrec-
tion asthey journeyed through the “valley of
the shadow of death” in their mountainous
domain.

Asthe Amorite religion devel oped over
time, these seven gods became identified as
seven godsin one, “The Divine Seven.” But
if seven gods were helpful to men in their
quest for eternad life, the primitives thought,
how much better seven sevens would bel
That would comprise the perfect number of
gods.

So “The Divine Seven” over the centu-
ries became “The Seven Sevens.” Instead of
“The Divine Forty-Nine,” however, they be-
came “The Divine Fifty,” forty-nine gods
plus the godhead. Finaly, those fifty gods,
the Akkadian Anunnaki, were subsumed
again into just one god, the god who brought
the rain, Enlil, the god of the storm. To the
Akkadians in Babylonia and Assyria, that
god later became identified as Marduk. The
Amorites knew him as Hadad. For the
Canaanites to their west, he was Badl.

It appears that, in the centuries prior to
our earliest written records, “The Divine
Seven” and, later, “The Divine Fifty” were
worshipped as the supreme god(s) of agricul-
ture in the Fertile Crescent. During that time,
thefarmers of that Middle Eastern region de-
veloped a calendar of sacred festi-
vals—which has been called the
“pentecontad” calendar by scholars—based
on the basic scheme of counting daysby sev-
ens and fifties.

The pentecontad calendar was a super-
stitioustribute to the supreme gods of theres-
urrection. The farmers thought these gods
bestowed on them the benefit of therain and

the “secret” of germination embodied in the
seed on which their life depended.

The sole purpose of this sacred calendar
was to calculate which days of the year
should be observed in honor of the god(s).
Counting began each year on the first day of
harvest in the spring. On that day, New
Year's Day, the farmers brought the first
sheaf of grain harvested to the sanctuary as
tribute to The Divine Seven.

“The Canaanite wor-
ship of Baal developed
from an earlier Amorite
religion.”

Originally the pentecontad calendar
counted thedaysof theyear using the number
seven aone. The festival year began on the
first day of the first seven and the priests be-
gan counting the daysin the year, seven after
seven. Y ou can see how nearly accurate such
a calendar was. Fifty-two sevens make 364
days a year, leaving only one extra day to
round out the calendar to a solar year of 365
days.

| am not aware of any evidencethat indi-
cates this early calendar made accommoda:
tion for leap year every four years. Most
likely these primitive people considered the
daysthat occurred between thelast seven and
thebeginning of thenext harvest to beoutside
the sacred calendar. The first day of harvest
began the New Y ear. Counting the sevens of
the new year began again on that day.

“The last day of each
seven in the ancient
pentecontad calendar
was a sacred day—a
Sabbath.”

Thelast day of each sevenin theancient
pentecontad calendar was a sacred day—a
Sabbath—that the farmers observed in honor
of “The Divine Seven” before they began
work on thefirst day of the next seven. When
“The Divine Fifty” replaced “The Divine
Seven” as the supreme gods of agriculture,
the farmers began to observe sacred festivals
every fifty days throughout the year aso.
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“God instituted this agriculture-related cycle of ritual observancesfor Israel asa
mocking par abolic pantomime of the rituals conducted by the
ancient polytheistic peoples living around ancient I srael.”

After the sacred day of the seventh
seven, thefarmersobserved thefiftieth day as
a separate sacred day before beginning to
count the next seven. Thisinnovative scheme
of counting by fiftiesaswell asby sevenswas
evidently ingtituted by some priest who ob-
served that seven fifties totalled 350 days.
That must have seemed to him to be the per-
fect sacred number becauseit was so closeto
matching the actual length of a solar year.

Again, the extra days at the end of the
year were most likely considered to be out-
sidethe sacred calendar. That was so because
the purpose of the calendar was not to count
years, it wasto cal cul ate the observance of sa-
cred dayswithin each year. That iswhy it be-
gan counting days from the first day of
harvest.

| srael’ s Sacred Calendar

When God revedled The Teaching to
Moses on Mt. Sinai, He appropriated the
pentecontad calendar of the Canaanites. But
He made it part of the mocking parabolic
pantomime Israel was to conduct as the true
Son of God. (See the book, Not All Isradl Is
Israel.) That Son of God brings the “Rain”
(The Teaching) that watersthe divine* Seed”
(The Teaching) that He planted among the
nations of the Earth. (SeeNot All Isradl Isls
rael and “ The Passover Parable,” The Voice
of Elijah, July 1991.)

“I'n the symbolism of
the Egyptian ritual, the
first sheaf represented
Osiris, the Egyptian god

of theresurrection.”

God made some important modifica-
tions to the Canaanite pentecontad calen-
dar, however. The cultic calendar of Israel
began in the spring of the year, just like the
ancient pentecontad calendar. But it began
counting two sevens before the first day of
harvest.

The first seven of Isragl’s agricultura
year was dedicated to the consecration of the

sanctuary for the new year (Ex. 29:36-37;
40:2-11). The second seven of the year was
dedicated to the consecration of the priest-
hood (Ex. 29:29-35; 40:12-15; Lev.
9:1-24). On the seventh day of this second
seven—the Sabbath—Israel was com-
manded to observe the Passover (Ex. 12:6).

These firgt two sevens of Isradl’s year
consumed fourteen of the fifteen days the
350-day (50 x 7) pentecontad calendar
needed to round out a 365-day solar year.
These two sevens clearly were considered to
be outside the pentecontad calendar of “fif-
ties’ used by the Israglite priests to caculate
the sacred days associated with agriculture.
Thatisclear becausethebeginning of thefirst
“fifty” began “on the day after the Sabbath”
on which they observed the Passover (Lev.
23:11).

The fact that the new year began two
weeks before the priests started counting by
fiftiescontributed to thedisputethat arosebe-
tween the Pharisees and the Essenes. (See
“Questions & Answers’ in thisissue.) After
Antiochus Epiphanes destroyed the priestly
scrolls and killed many of the educated
priestsin 167 B.C., neither sect could figure
out how to accurately calculate the sacred
days.

Since the Pharisees had control over the
sacred calendar, they opted to calculate the
festivals using the lunar months of the Baby-
lonian calendar that was being used by the
Greeksat that time. However, the Essenesin-
sisted the calendar had to be based on a
364-day solar year—a year of fifty-two sev-
ens. They even published apocalyptic litera-
ture (The Book of Jubilees and First Enoch)
arguing for their point of view.

Fromtheevidenceof the Old Testament,
the Essenes’ calendar appears to have more
accurately represented what God intended
than the calendar of the Pharisees. But the
Essenes contrived an artificial scheme in
which the new year always began on
Wednesday and the festivals aways fell on
the same day of the week each year. Such a
calendar cannot work as they envisioned.

It is clear from the Essene writings that
their scheme was no more accurate than that
of the Pharisees. Consequently, the most we
can gain from the controversy is that Israel
lost an accurate understanding of how God's

version of the pentecontad calendar was sup-
posed to operate. That may have happened
long before the time of Antiochus.

The day after the Passover—the sacred
Sabbath that concluded the second
seven—was the first day of the seven-day
Feast of Unleavened Bread. On this sacred
day the priests offered the first sheaf of the
barley harvest, thusindicating theharvest had
begun. They also began counting the sevens
of the agricultural year.

After counting seven sevens from the
day after Passover, the prieststhen conducted
the rituals of the Feast of Sevens (Feast of
Weeks) on the sacred day &fter the seventh

“God used the priestly

ritual of the offering of

thefirst sheaf of barley
as a mocking symbol of

the resurrection of
Jesus Christ on thefirst
day of the week after the
Passover.”

Sabbath. On this, the fiftieth day, the Day of
Pentecogt, the priests offered the firstfruits of
the wheat harvest (Ex. 34:22).

God ingtituted this agriculture-related
cycle of ritual observances for Isragl as a
mocking parabolic pantomime of the rituals
conducted by theancient polytheistic peoples
living around ancient |srael. For example, Is-
rael’ s offering of thefirst sheaf of barley was
almost identical to that conducted every
spring by the Egyptian priests of Osiris. Al-
though | am not aware of it being attested in
written sources, asimilar ritua probably oc-
curred in the Canaanite worship of Baal.

In the symbolism of the Egyptian ritual,
the first sheaf represented Osiris, the Egyp-
tian god of the resurrection who, like Baal,
had proven his entry into the resurrection by
the production of the ripened grain. Y ou can
seefrom thishow God used the priestly ritua
of the offering of thefirst sheaf of barley asa
mocking symbol of the resurrection of Jesus
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“When the Pharisees unlawfully replaced the priests
asthe Teachers of I srael, they also came to control
the priestly calendar of these sacred festival dates.”

Christ on the first day of the week after the
Passover in the year in which He died. In the
same manner, God bestowed HisHoly Spirit
on those Believerswho were thefirstfruits of
thewheat harvest onthe Day of Pentecost, the
Old Testament Feast of Sevens.

The parabolic imagery embodied in the
cultic rituals of Isragl is complex. Therefore,
athorough discussion of thedetail sof theim-
agery of just these first two cycles of sacred
observances must await the publication of
some future volume in The Resurrection
Theology Series.

God' s Eternal Calendar

Through enactment of the rituals ob-
served on the sacred days at the tabernacle,
the ancient priests of Isragl were supposed to
teach the | sraglitesthe Old Testament Gospel
of JesusChrist. By establishing theculticritu-
als, God sought to ensure that the priests
would passthat Teaching dlong orally just as
they had received it, first from Moses in the
wilderness and then from the Prophets
Haggai and Zechariah after the Exile.

Prior to the Babylonian Exile, the priests
did little more than use the cultic rituals to
participate in the very polytheistic religions
theritualswereintended to mock. After | srael
returned from Exile, however, the priests ac-

and ritual observances God had prescribed.
That remains true with regard to Jewish re-
ligion to this day.

In ancient times, the cultic calendar of
sacred dates was the jealoudly guarded do-
main of the priests. When the Pharisees un-
lawfully replaced the priests as the Teachers
of Isragl, they e so cameto control thepriestly
calendar of these sacred festival dates. (See
“Questions & Answers’ in thisissue.)

The Essenes, the sect of the Jews
founded by the legitimate priesthood of Is-
ragl, vehemently protested that the Pharisees
did not know how to ca culate these dates ac-
curately. Consequently, the Essenes claimed
the Pharisees were causing Isragl to violate
not just the sacred calendar of Isragl, but also
God's Eternal Calendar of Events. That’san
interesting argument, and it certainly de-
serves consideration.

Thefirst indication in the Scriptures that
Mosesknew God hasan eternal calendar can
befound in hisaccount of the Creation of the
heavensand the Earth. Thetext indicatesGod
created the sun and the moon on the fourth
day “to separate the day from the night” and
to“befor signs, and for seasons, and for days
and years’ (Gen. 1:14).

For each of the first three days of Cre-
ation he says, “And there was evening and
there was morning, a ... day” (Gen. 1.5, §,

“The Essenes claimed the Pharisees were causing
| srael to violate not just the sacred calendar of
| srael, but also God’s Eternal Calendar of Events.”

tually did, for atime, usethoserituals asthey
were intended—to preserve The Teaching
concerning the death and resurrection of the
coming Messiah of |srael.

Israel lost The Teaching in the time of
Antiochus Epiphanes. (See “Questions &
Answers’ in this issue.) This Greek ruler
eliminated The Teaching through theinter-
ruption of the symbolic ritualsconducted at
the Temple, the execution of priests who
understood the significance of thoserituals,
and the destruction of the priestly scrolls
that could have explained their significance
to others. Thereafter, the Jews understood
little of the true meaning of the sacred days

13). That tellsusthat, even without the bene-
fit of sun and moon to mark the days, God's
sacred calendar had aready begun to track
the course of this Crestion from “the begin-
ning.”

In the account of Creation Moses also
tells us that God had already established His
calendar on the seven day system of counting
necessary to mock the Amorites' religion.
But what about the length of the month ac-
cording to God's sacred calendar? What
would that be? The answer can be found in
the biblical account of the Flood.

Thetext saysthe Flood began on the sev-
enteenth day of the second month (Gen.

7:11) and after 150 days, the ark rested on
the mountains of Ararat on the seventeenth
day of theseventh month (Gen. 8:3-4). Five
months are 150 days; so a month must be
thirty days.

Obviously, this calendar is based also
on the number twelve. The year has 360
days: twelve months of thirty days each.
However, the calendar looksto bethe same
asthe solar calendar used by the Egyptians.
That calendar had months of exactly thirty
days. But the calendar referred to here must
be God's Eternal Calendar of Events, be-
causeit makesno senseto use the Egyptian
calendar to determine the time of year the
Flood occurred.

“In ancient times, the
cultic calendar of sacred
dates was the jealously
guarded domain of the
priests.”

Consider it logically. The Egyptian cal-
endar had twelve months of thirty days with
five extrasacred days added at the end of the
year so that there were 365 days each year.
Thesefiveadditional dayswere consideredto
be outside the year. Consequently, because
the Egyptians made no provision for adding
an extra day every four years for leap year,
they had a wandering New Year's Day that
occurred one day earlier every four years.

After wandering through the year over a
gpan of 1460 years, New Year's Day would
eventually come back to the same day of the
year. That's hardly the type of calendar one
would use to explain what time of year the
Flood began. The month numbers given
would be meaningless simply because New
Y ear’ s Day according to the Egyptian calen-
dar could have fallen on any day of that par-
ticular year.

It appears, therefore, that the purpose of
the dates given in the Flood account is not to
tell us when the Flood occurred within the
year, but to point out that the divine disaster
occurred in the final year of a Jubilee as cal-
culated by God' s Eternal Calendar of Events
just as the Essenes claimed. (See the apoca
lyptic Book of Jubilees 7:1.) That's signifi-
cant because Daniel 12:11 uses the same
calendar to fix the final divine disaster in the
final week of yearsbefore the Jubilee—at the
end of the reign of Antichrist:
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Daniel’s Seventy Weeks of Years
and God'’s Eternal Calendar
of Sacred Events

Seven Weeks

15t Year

Sixty-Two Weeks 2nd Year

3rd Year
62nd Week of Y

4th Year

Sabbath Year

The Resurrection of the Remnant of Israel

15t Year

an Year

3rd Year
Final Week of Y

4th Year

5th Year

6th Year

AntiChrist

Sabbath Year

The Return of the Remnant of Israel

“ And fromthetimethat theregular sac-
rifice is abolished, and the abomina-
tion of desolation is set up, {there will
be} 1,290 days.”

(Daniel 12:11)

The 1,290 days in this verse represent
forty-threemonthsof thirty dayseach. Thatis
just over three and one-half years according
to God' s sacred calendar. The period of time
referred toisthelast haf of thefinal seven of
Daniel’s Seventy Sevens. (See illustration.)
That is clear because it mentions the same
cessation of the “regular sacrifice” and the
“abomination of desolation” that are pre-
dicted for the final seven of the seventy sev-
ens (weeks) given in Danidl 9:27:

“ Seventy weeks have been decreed for
your people and your holy city, to finish
thetransgression, to make an end of sin,
to make atonement for iniquity, to bring
in everlasting righteousness, to seal up
vision and prophecy, and to anoint the
most holy {place}. So you are to know
and discern {that} fromtheissuing of a
decreetorestoreand rebuild Jerusalem
until Messiah the Prince {there will be}
seven weeksand sixty-two weeks; it will
be built again, with plaza and moat,
even in times of distress. Then after the
sixty-two weeksthe Messiah will be cut
off and have nothing, and the peopl e of
the prince who is to come will destroy
the city and the sanctuary. And its end
{will come} with aflood; eventotheend
therewill bewar; desolationsaredeter-
mined. And he will make a firm cove-
nant with the many for one week, but in
the middle of the week hewill put a stop
to sacrifice and grain offering; and on
the wing of abominations {will come}
one who makes desolate, even until a
complete destruction, one that is de-
creed, is poured out on the one who
makes desolate.”

(Daniel 9:24-27)

This passage provides additional in-
sight into what wefound in the Creation ac-
count. In God's Eternal Calendar of
Events, sacred years are also calculated by
sevens. We should expect that information
to prove useful elsewhere in Scripture, as
indeed it does.

Daniel refers to the last three and
one-half yearsof the seventieth sevenin Dan-
iel 12:11 because he would have us under-
stand that the events described between
Daniel 9:27 and Danid 12:11 all occur within
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“The date for the eternal observance of Passover and the Feast of Weeks was
calculated in accordance with God’s Sacred Calendar of Events, and
they wer e observed by the People of God during the seventh
(Sabbath) year of a sacred seven as Daniel indicates.”

the Seventy Sevens. More specificaly, the
text of Daniel 11:1-35 describes the histori-
cal eventsthat led upto thelossof insight into
the message of the Hebrew Scriptures at the
time of Antiochus Epiphanes (See “Ques-
tions & Answers,” in thisissue).

Thetext of Daniel 11:36-12:10 then de-
scribes the reign of the Antichrist during the
last threeand one-half yearsof thefinal seven
years. Just prior tothat time, “ TheMany” will
regain “insight” into the Truth hidden in the
Hebrew Scriptures. That will take place dur-
ing the “time of distress’ that immediately
precedes “the End Time” (Dan. 12:1). But
what about the mention of the 1,335 daysin
Daniel 12:12? Be patient. God will confirm
HisWord. All in good time.

Israel’ s sacred calendar had three sepa-
rate cycles of cultic festivals. The first was
Passover on the second Sabbath of the year.
Its parabolic imagery relates to the sacrifice
of Jesus Christ as the Passover Lamb whose
blood protects the “House” of Israel when
they escapebondagein“Egypt.” It derivesits
parabolic imagery from the Egyptian myth
of Ogiris. (See “The Passover Parable,” The
Voice of Elijah, July 1991.)

The second cycle of Isradl’s festivals
was based on a mockery of the agricultural
pentecontad calendar of the Canaanites. It be-
gan with the Feast of Unleavened Bread on
theday after Passover and concluded withthe
Feast of Weeks on the Day of Pentecost. It
derived its parabolic imagery from the
Canaanite myth of Baal. That imagery por-
trays Jesus Chrigt, the Word of God, as the
“Rain” that waters the divine “Seed” that
contains the “secret” of eternal life.

The appointed time for the solemn ob-
servance of thesefirst two cyclesof culticrit-
uals has aready passed. The date for the
eternal observance of Passover and the Feast
of Weeks was calculated in accordance with
God's Sacred Calendar of Events, and they
were observed by the People of God during
the seventh (Sabbath) year of a sacred seven
asDanid indicates. However, thereisyet afi-
nal cycle of sacred events to be observed by
the People of God. They too will be observed
in the seventh (Sabbath) year of the last sa-
cred seven as Danidl indicates. Their obser-

vance will begin with the trumpet blowing of
Teruah as areminder on the first day of the
seventh month, which is also a sacred Sab-
bath (Lev. 23:24).

The cycle continues on the tenth day of
that month with the trumpet blowing of
Teruah on the Day of Atonement, which is
adsothefirst day of the Year of Jubilee (Lev.
25:9-10). It concludeswith the observance of
the Feast of Tabernacles/Boothsfrom thefif-
teenth to the twenty-second of that seventh
month. Thefirst and last days of thisfeast are
also Sabbaths.

There are three crucia bits of informa:
tion necessary to an accurate understanding of
how the fulfillment of these final sacred ob-
servances represent events of our own time:

“ Anyone who claims
knowledge of exactly
when thislast cycle
of sacred events will
begin has strayed far
into error.”

First, one must understand that the
Teruah wasadistinct sound blown on one of
two typesof ram’ shorns, either aShophar or
a Jobal. It was a distinctively recognizable
sound (Num. 10:7), perhaps some type of
warble. Consequently, the sound of the
Teruah could be imitated by the human
voice, as the Isradlites did on occasion (1
Sam. 4:5). More importantly, the Teruah
was aspecific military signal, either acal to
arms, the command to set out in battleforma-
tion, or the signal to attack (Num. 10:3-6;
Amos 1:14; 2:2). Interestingly, it was the
sound that brought down thewalls of Jericho
(Josh. 6:5, 20).

Secondly, the fulfillment of these final
sacred dayscannot be cal culated according to
the seven-day units of Israel’s sacred
pentecontad calendar of days alone. Their
calculation involves the seven-year units of
God's Eternal Calendar of Events. That
means the information necessary to calculate

their observanceis not in the human domain.
God aone knows and understands how sa-
cred events should be reckoned according to
that eterna calendar. Therefore, anyone who
claims knowledge of exactly when this last
cycle of sacred events will begin has strayed
far into error.

In God's Eternal Calendar of Events,
every seventh year is a Sabbath (Lev. 25:4).
After seven sevensof years, forty-nineyears,
thereisan additional sacred year, thefiftieth,
the Y ear of Jubilee, which beginson the Day
of Atonement in the forty-ninth year (Lev.
25:8-12).

On the Day of Atonement in the
forty-ninth year of the final sacred seven
weeksof yearsascalculated by God' s Sacred
Calendar of Events, Jesus Christ will return
to purge the heavenly sanctuary of sin. In so
doing, He will remove the abomination of
desolation (let the reader understand) by
waging Holy War to destroy Satan and all
otherswho have heldfast totheir sin. Thelast
of the seven Teruahs sounded on that great
day will announce the beginning of the eter-
nal Jubilee.

That is why Zephaniah paints such a
bleak picture of the destruction wrought on
that day. Notice that he mentionsthe Teruah
that will beblown to signal theattack (“A day
of trumpet and Teruah”):

Near isthe great day of the LORD,

Near and coming very quickly;

Listen, the day of the LORD!

Init thewarrior criesout bitterly.

A day of wrath isthat day,

A day of trouble and distress,

A day of destruction and desolation,

A day of darkness and gloom,

A day of clouds and thick darkness,

A day of trumpet and battle cry,

Against the fortified cities

And the high corner towers.

And | will bring distress on men,

So that they will walk like the blind,

Because they have sinned against the
LORD;

And their blood will be poured out like
dust,

And their flesh like dung.
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“On the Day of Atonement in the forty-ninth year of the final sacred seven
weeks of years as calculated by God’s Sacred Calendar of Events,
Jesus Christ will return to purge the heavenly sanctuary of sin.”

Neither their silver nor their gold
WIll be able to deliver them

On the day of the LORD’s wrath;
And all the earth will be devoured
In the fire of His jealousy,

For He will make a complete end,
Indeed a terrifying one,

Of all the inhabitants of the earth.
(Zephaniah 1:14-18)

Y ou can read more about the events of
that great day in Revelation 8:1-10:11. The
seven angels found sounding trumpets there
are those who blow the seven Teruahs that
signa the seven assaullts of the divine army.
That will happen only after the seventh seal
has been removed from the Hebrew
Scriptures. (See “Did Jesus Leave a Will?’
TheVoiceof Elijah, July 1991.) At that time,
those who have gained “insight” into the Old
Testament Gospel of Jesus Christ during the
time of the sixth seal (Rev. 6:12—7:17) will
have prepared themselves to join the heav-
enly host in the air because:

“the mystery of God is finished, as He
preached to Hisservantsthe prophets.”
(Revelation 10:7b)

Tendaysbeforethefinal assault, asingle
Teruah will sound asasignal to the People of
God that an assembly of al Isragl isrequired
sothat all Israel may joininthefina assault of
the Holy War against the forces of evil. Only
the High Priest Jesus Christ can sound that
alarm. Only He can assemble His People, the
People of Isradl, the true Israel of God. (See
thebook, Not All Israel Islsradl.) Thatiswhy
the Apostle Paul says.

For the Lord Himself will descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of
{the} archangel, and with the trumpet
of God; andthedeadin Christ shall rise
first.

(1 Thessalonians 4:16)

After theremoval of Satan, theabomina-
tion of desolation, during thefina assaullt, the
People of God will celebrate the sacred Feast
of Tabernacles/Booths. That occurs after the
Return of Jesus Christ. Zechariah relates the
sequence of events surrounding those Last
Days. He first describes the battle:

Then the LorD will go forth and fight
against those nations, aswhen Hefights
on a day of battle. And in that day His
feet will stand on the Mount of Olives,
which is in front of Jerusalem on the
east; and the Mount of Olives will be
splitinitsmiddle from east to west by a
very large valley, so that half of the
mountain will move toward the north
and the other half toward the south. And
you will flee by the valley of My moun-
tains, for thevalley of themountainswill
reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as
you fled before the earthquake in the
days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the
LorD, my God, will come, {and} all the
holy ones with Him! And it will come
about in that day that there will be no
light; theluminarieswill dwindle. For it
will be a unique day which is known to
the LORD, neither day nor night, but it
will come about that at evening time
there will be light. And it will come
about in that day that living waters will
flow out of Jerusalem, half of them to-
ward the eastern sea and the other half
toward thewesternsea; itwill beinsum-
mer aswell asin winter. And the LORD
will be king over all the earth; in that
day the LorD will be{the only} one, and
His name {the only} one.

(Zechariah 14:3-9)

“On thefirst of the
seventh month in the
final sacred Seventh
year, there will bethe
sounding of a divine

Teruah asareminder
that the final Day of
Atonement is
approaching.”

Zechariah then concludes his work by

describing the perpetual observance of the
Feast of Booths:

Thenitwill comeabout that any who are
left of all the nations that went against
Jerusalemwill go up fromyear toyear to
worship theKing, the LORD of hosts, and
to celebrate the Feast of Booths. And it
will be that whichever of the families of
the earth does not go up to Jerusalemto
worship the King, the LORD of hosts,
there will be no rain on them. And if the
family of Egypt does not go up or enter,
then no {rainwill fall} on them; it will be
the plague with which the LORD smites
the nationswho do not go up to celebrate
theFeast of Booths. Thiswill bethe pun-
ishment of Egypt, and the punishment of
all the nations who do not go up to cele-
brate the Feast of Booths. In that day
there will {be inscribed} on the bells of
thehorses, “ HOLYTOTHELORD.” Andthe
cooking potsin the LORD’ s house will be
likethe bowlsbeforethealtar. And every
cooking pot in Jerusalem and in Judah
will be holy to the LORD of hosts; and all
who sacrificewill come and take of them
and boil inthem. Andtherewill nolonger
be a Canaanite in the house of the LORD
of hostsin that day.

(Zechariah 14:16-21)

Thishasbeen but asuperficial treatment
of thesubject. Butitisawarning to thosewho
have earsto hear. On thefirst day of the sev-
enth month in the final sacred Seventh year,
therewill bethe sounding of adivine Teruah
asareminder that thefinal Day of Atonement
isapproaching and that all |srael must assem-
blefor war. Only JesusChrigt, theHigh Priest
of the Living God, can sound that alarm.

But only those who are members of true
Israel (seeNot All Israel Islsradl) will assem-
bleonthat day. They aonewill heed that call
to arms and join Isragl’s great army shortly
before He returns in wrath on the Day of
Atonement. They will, as Paul said, “be
caught up together with themin the cloudsto
meet theLordintheair” (1 Thess. 4:17). Are
you confident you will be able to recognize
the distinctive sound of that first Teruah?

Therefore let him who thinks he stands
take heed lest hefall.
(1 Corinthians 10:12)

Wisdom is vindicated by her own. |l
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